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ANALYSIS OF THE ELEMENTS RELATED TO THE APPLICATION BY 

HAITIAN-AMERICAN GRASSROOTS COALITION (HAGC)
TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to provide Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization (CSO) Haitian-American Grassroots Coalition (HAGC).
The information contained in this report responds to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by HAGC in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. 
Background

HAGC is a non-profit association founded on January 31, 2001 in Miami, Florida, USA whose purpose is to protect, preserve, and defend the rights of Haitian nationals and advocate for adoption and implementation of equitable immigration policy.  The organization is comprised of individuals interested in the empowerment of Haitian nationals; its Board of Directors meets at least once a month. 

HAGC pursues its objectives by meeting with legislators from the United States, organizing conferences and forums, partnering with various international and national organizations, researching and writing reports and conducting studies, and making policy recommendations that promote and defend the human rights of Haitian migrants.


HAGC funds its activities through the voluntary contribution of financial resources of its members and small donations from individuals.
HAGC submitted its application on March 7, 2005.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name of the Organization:
Haitian-American Grassroots Coalition (HAGC)
Address:


PO Box 381416




Miami, Florida 33238





USA
Telephone: 


305-785-4248
Fax:


 
305-576-7769
E-mail address:


hagcoalition@lycos.com HYPERLINK "mailto:postmast@manuela.org.pe" 

Website:


www.hagcoalition.freehosting.net HYPERLINK "mailto:postmast@manuela.org.pe" 

Chairman:


Jean R. Lafortune
Date established:

January 31, 2001
3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities
The main objective of HAGC is to advocate on behalf of Haitian migrants.  Its advocacy activities seek to influence legislation in OAS Member States; its outreach focuses on those places where Haitian migrants experience discrimination.  Its activities are related to those of the OAS in the following areas:
· Advocate for the human rights of vulnerable immigrant populations and promote the equity of public policy regarding immigrants;

· Combat discrimination based on nationality and race, and develop and propose legislation to address these issues;
· Educate and create awareness at the national level regarding legislation to strengthen the human rights of migrants;
· Develop awareness on the human rights of migrants among human rights advocacy groups nationally and internationally;
· Participate in discussions among multilateral institutions, civil society organizations, and governments to focus attention on victims of human rights violations;

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
HAGC will support the work of the OAS in areas related to the defense and promotion of human rights. In this regard, the following activities the HAGC carries out may be of interest to the OAS:
· Provide reports on human rights violations on Haitian immigrants, in particular bi-montly reports submitted to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) on interdicted Haitians attempting to enter other nations’ territory;
· Disseminate information to national legislators, OAS bodies, the OAS General Assemblies, and national governments on issues relating to immigrants’ rights and welfare.

· Create linkages between related human rights groups, especially those that deal with immigrant rights;
· Disseminate human rights conventions among Haitian immigrant populations and policymakers in countries receiving immigrants;
· Promote anti-racist policies and practices by carrying out legal action and proposing legislation;
· Assist in filing cases of human rights violations to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR);

· Participate in hemispheric meetings and initiatives against racism and discrimination in the Americas.
5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives
HAGC proposes to support OAS efforts to promote the human rights of migrants and immigrants by drafting and advocating legislation and legal protection related to immigrants.  In particular, HAGC can assist the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization in the following ways:
· Contribute to the efforts of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and all Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) of the Permanent Council of the OAS;
· Provide documentation and testimony to the OAS Permanent Council in its Special Session to consider, analyze, and discuss human migration flows, their impact on the member states, and their relation to the human rights of migrant workers and their families, with the participation of all stakeholders;
· Disseminate General Assembly resolution  AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06), “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas” and monitor its implementation by the member states and the OAS Permanent Council;
· Collaborate with IACHR programs to carry out inter-American human rights initiatives, such as the Special Rapporteur for Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, and the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and Their Families;
· Monitor the fulfillment of the Mandates of the Declaration of Mar del Plata, in particular, that all migrants be treated equally and fairly in accordance with the protection of human rights and the adherence of labor laws.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Statutes
· Institutional Mission Statement

· List of Board of Directors

· Balance Sheet 

· Letter to the Secretary General (dated April 20, 2006)

· Country Report:  Treatment of Haitian Refugees by U.S., Dominican Republic, Bahamas, and Jamaica.
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