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HISPANIC COALITION
TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to provide Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization (CSO) Hispanic Coalition.
The information contained in this report responds to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by the Hispanic Coalition in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. 
Background

Hispanic Coalition is a non-profit association founded on February 4, 1988 in Miami, Florida          with the objective of providing South Florida citizens with a broad range of social services related to immigration, employment, legal assistance, and at-risk youth and family intervention programs.  Its social services are available to the entire community, regardless of ethnic background.
Hispanic Coalition believes its activities overlap with OAS goals concerning immigrant human rights and the positive benefits of remittances.  Its forums and summits advocate on behalf of immigrants to elected representatives of South Florida and the U.S. Congress.  It also disseminates information to the public on salient immigration issues through radio and television media.  
Hispanic Coalition receives the majority of its funding from government sources, such as Miami-Dade County, the Department of Human Services, and the City of Miami.  Fees charged for its immigration services also generate revenue.  Its president is a paid employee; the other staff members are volunteers.  
Hispanic Coalition submitted its application on January 26, 2006.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name of the Organization:
Hispanic Coalition
Address:  


5659 West Flager Street




Miami, Florida 33134-1072




USA
Telephone:


305-262-0060  
Fax:



305-262-0518
E-mail address:


hispacol2@aol.com HYPERLINK "mailto:postmast@manuela.org.pe" 

Website:

 
http://www.nclr.org/content/affiliates/detail/1103/  HYPERLINK "mailto:postmast@manuela.org.pe" 

Founder/President:

Rosa Kasse
Date established:

February 4, 1988
3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities
The main objective of Hispanic Coalition is to provide social services to all communities and ethnic groups in South Florida whose needs are not covered by public services.  Its activities are related to those of the OAS in the following areas:
· Disseminate information to the public on issues and concerns among the immigrant community and the public at large;
· Offer programs that promote job creation, gender equality, family health, and outreach to vulnerable social groups;
· Assist non-citizens with legal advice related to immigration issues and conduct legal research to help clients make informed decisions on their immigration status;
· Counsel at-risk youth and their parents about stress reduction techniques, anger management, and offer domestic violence therapy to those in need.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Hispanic Coalition’s activities overlap with OAS goals of immigrant human rights and the positive benefits of remittances. Its job training program also relates to the recent Summit Mandates of creating jobs to fight poverty.  In this regard, the following activities that this organization carries out may be of interest to the OAS:
· Organize forums in which immigrants discuss their experiences; forums also provide an outlet for civil society organizations to express concerns to elected representatives and other officials;
· Inform immigrants of their legal rights;
· Ensure human rights of vulnerable immigrants through individual consultation sessions and forums that publicize these human rights;
· Participate in OAS civil society forums, such as those taking place at annual General Assembly meetings;
· Make recommendations on national remittance policy to the U.S. Congress and federal agencies;

· Promote job search and job readiness skills, and job search advice necessary to decrease unemployment, lessen poverty, and increase work productivity; and,
· Promote the implementation of the Mandates of the Summits of the Americas regarding immigration, human rights and the reduction cost of remittances.
5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives
Work areas related to immigrant rights and education are ways Hispanic Coalition can achieve specific OAS objectives. In particular, Hispanic Coalition can assist the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization in the following ways:
· Provide legal services to immigrants in such a way to assist states implement Paragraph 28 of the Declaration of Mar del Plata, which calls for a reduction in undocumented migration and migration processes in accordance with the national legal system of each State and applicable international human rights law; Plan conferences and generate recommendations to implement Paragraph 28 of the Declaration of Mar del Plata, which encourages governments to work to reduce the cost  of remittances;

· Work with the Inter-American Commission for Human Rights (IACHR)  to implement AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06), “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas;” Bring cases of human rights violations to immigrants to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights;
· Assist the OAS Department of Education, Culture, Science and Technology of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) achieve its Hemispheric Project aimed at preventing school desertion and attendance problems;

· Provide information to both the OAS Permanent Council in its Special Session (scheduled to be held in the second half of 2006) and the OAS Working Group to Prepare an Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants Including Migrant Workers and Their Families to consider, analyze, and discuss human migration flows, their impact on the member states, and their relation to the human rights of migrant workers and their families;
· Colloborate with the Summit of the Americas to monitor Member States’ fulfillment of Paragraph 26 of the Declaration of Mar del Plata to assure that all immigrants be provided the protection of human rights and that all labor laws be observed, regardless of their legal status.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the Secretary General (dated  January 16, 2006)
· Financial Statement (2003 U.S. Tax Form 990)

· Articles of Incorporation

· Certificate of Incorporation (State of Florida)

· Informational Brochures

· List of Board of Directors

· Resolutions from the Immigration Summit
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