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This document was prepared by the Summits Secretariat to provide member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization (CSO) World Jewish Congress Foundation.

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by World Jewish Congress Foundation in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background
World Jewish Congress Foundation is an endowment founded in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in 1999 as the national chapter and head office of the International Federation of the World Jewish Congress Foundation (WJCF).  The objectives of World Jewish Congress Foundation are to engage in initiatives aimed at defending human rights and developing democracy.  Specifically, the organization seeks to promote integration among the communities in the Hemisphere, combat anti-Semitism and all forms of discrimination, and to foster dialogue between religions. Its principal functions include organizing activities, petitions, and talks to ensure that civil society proposals are taken into account in efforts to create a sense of Latin American solidarity.

World Jewish Congress Foundation is funded by a variety of organizations, especially the Jewish Agency for Israel, the Confederation of Latin American Macabbi, the International Council of Jewish Women, the Latin American Sephardi Federation (FESELA), and the World International Zionist Organization.
World Jewish Congress Foundation activities are carried out with the participation of a number of delegates and with the institutional support of other branches of the Latin American Jewish Congress (CJL) and other regional Jewish organizations.

World Jewish Congress Foundation submitted its application to the OAS on April 6, 2006.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name: 
World Jewish Congress Foundation
Address:
Larrea 744 Buenos Aires


C1030AAP


Buenos Aires


Argentina

Telephone:
54 11 49625028

Fax:
54 11 49637056

E-mail address:
info@congresojudio.org.ar

Website:
http://www.congresojudio.org.ar

President:
Jack Terpins

Contact person:
Mario Gorenstein

Date of charter:
September 1, 1999

3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

World Jewish Congress Foundation attempts to defend and promote human rights and to strengthen democracy by:

· Promoting educational programs to further respect for human rights;

· Engaging in anti-terrorist activities;

· Helping to forge multicultural societies, with particular respect for women and the indigenous peoples of the Hemisphere;

· Promoting poverty-reduction policies in the countries of Latin America; and

· Supporting the creation of mechanisms to facilitate solidarity in response to disasters.

4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

World Jewish Congress Foundation can contribute to OAS work in areas such as the struggle for human rights and respect for minorities through the following activities:

· Publication, presentation, and production of books and films on the struggle against anti-Semitism and all forms of discrimination;

· The holding of conferences, forums, and symposia to strengthen democratic practices, with particular emphasis on the rights of minorities;

· Maintenance of a website with news and information regarding the work of the Foundation in the areas of discrimination, human rights, and the strengthening of democracy; and
· Generating opportunities for meetings and dialogue between religious groups in order to foster a rapprochement and overcome the prejudices that give rise to discrimination.

5. Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

World Jewish Congress Foundation considers that it can contribute to OAS efforts to combat discrimination, by:

· Supporting efforts to promote the participation of civil society in different spheres of the OAS, especially the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices of the Department of Education and Culture of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) and the Department for the Promotion of Good Governance of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA);

· Helping to design public policies of member states of the OAS geared to combating anti-Semitism and all forms of discrimination and participating in the preparation of the Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs;

· Lending support to the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) by disseminating information on its work to prevent terrorist acts and to member states’ legal initiatives for combating terrorism; and

· Following up on the commitments made by the Argentine Republic when it signed the American Convention on Human Rights, by publicizing its contents and the procedures of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) as a way of deepening public awareness regarding the protection of human rights.

6. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS, dated March 26, 2006

· Charter dated September 1, 1999
· Financial Statements for 2004 - 2005 (audited by the Professional Council of Economic Sciences in Buenos Aires.

· 2004 Yearbook
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