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Introductory remarks by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

1.  Standardized measurement of defense expenditures

· Transparency in defense budget management
· Experiences with standardized measurement within and outside the region: 
· United Nations Department for Disarmament Affairs

· Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)

· Argentina-Chile, ECLAC, Reasonable balance of forces in Central America

2. Definition of defense capabilities
· Working toward shared definitions of defense capabilities (deterrent; in response to common threats)

The countries of the region face both traditional and new common threats to their security.  Therefore, in addition to the standardized measurement of defense spending, countries must share information and views on their respective defense capabilities in dealing with those challenges. 
Some of these capabilities are more important to the countries’ legitimate need to defend their domain, whether land, air, and sea. Other defense capabilities are more important in dealing with shared threats. In the face of traditional and new threats to security, the states of the region must progressively improve their defense capabilities.
· Defense capabilities, spending, and new threats to security

Transparency and standardized measurement of expenditures, as confidence- and security-building measures, and the common definition of national defense capabilities can be important requisites for establishing joint approaches to shared threats at the regional level.

The new threats are often transnational, like terrorism, organized crime, drug trafficking, corruption, arms trafficking, natural disasters, hazardous materials transport, and the use of and trafficking in weapons of mass destruction and their vectors. 
Therefore, in certain cases these new threats may call for joint responses by various states, according to their defense capabilities and to principles of complementarity and cooperation among neighbors. 
3. Defense spending and cooperative security

· Cooperative security and standardized measurement perspectives 

On the basis of transparency, the standardized measurement of expenditures, other confidence-building measures, and the definition of ever-improving defense capabilities, it is possible in the Hemisphere to build a climate conducive to a cooperative approach to security. In this sense, if security is treated as a transnational public asset, cooperative security can be an important element of collaboration among democratic regimes in the Hemisphere, along the lines of the Declaration on Security in the Americas.
Cooperative security in the face of shared threats can be developed by strengthening existing bilateral and subregional mechanisms or by establishing new agreements, for example, on combined military exercises or on technological research in the defense area.
Defense cooperation can have a multiplier effect on the defensive capabilities of each country, and of the countries as a whole, to both respond to and prevent threats. 
With cooperative security as a goal, each country can endeavor to gradually limit defense spending while maintaining a defensive capability that meets both its legitimate national security needs and its needs for cooperation in the face of threats shared with its neighbors.

In that sense, limiting defense spending can allow more resources to be devoted to each country’s economic and social development.


In that light, cooperative security requires strengthening transparency measures and the standardized measurement of military spending at the bilateral and subregional levels.

· Perspectives at the regional and multilateral levels

At the same time, bearing that in mind, it is important that the countries of the region reflect on future perspectives for cooperative security at the hemispheric level through regional transparency efforts, standardized measurement of expenditures at the bilateral or multilateral level, definition of defensive capabilities, and, definitely, a comprehensive, cooperative understanding of the subject of limiting military spending in the Hemisphere.
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