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The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat and is pleased to attach the following documents:
· Information provided by the delegation of the Argentine Republic on the subject of “Hemispheric Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons: Conclusions and Recommendations of the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons.”
· Decision 12/06 of the Council of the Common Market.

The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the OAS avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the General Secretariat the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., October 11, 2006
Attachments: as noted above.
The General Secretariat
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
Committee on Hemispheric Security
Meeting of September 26, 2006
Information provided by the delegation of the Argentina Republic on the subject of “Hemispheric Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons: Conclusions and Recommendations of the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons”

At the Fifteenth Specialized Meeting of Women of MERCOSUR, held in Buenos Aires in June 2006, the Argentina Chair pro tempore fostered the idea of holding an information and prevention campaign on trafficking in persons to be conducted by the MERCOSUR countries and Associated States.  The initiative was approved as Decision 12/06 by the Council of the Common Market.

Argentina is continuing its nationwide training of security forces in prevention and suppression of the crime of trafficking in persons, as well as in assistance for victims.

The National Congress is reviewing draft laws that characterize the crime of trafficking in persons in all its manifestations and which establish a national program for preventing that crime and assisting victims of it.

In fighting trafficking in persons, especially women and children, it is important to bear in mind the liberal migration policy in effect since the Law on Migrations, No. 25.871, entered into force.  It is the Argentine Government’s understanding that when the right to enter or leave a given country is limited, restricted, or even impossible, migration flows tend to opt for illegal channels, either at the migrant’s own initiative or through migrant smuggling or trafficking in persons.  The aforementioned Law, which was the fruit of work by various governmental and nongovernmental bodies, reflects the Republic’s commitment to guaranteeing respect for the human rights of migrants and their families, as well as to establishing easy access to legal migration mechanisms and facilitating full integration of other nationals into the community.

Attached is a copy of Decision 12/06 of the Council of the Common Market.
MERCOSUR/CMC/DEC. No. 12/06
TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS INFORMATION AND PREVENTION CAMPAIGN

HAVING SEEN:  The Treaty of Asunción, the Protocol of Ouro Preto, Decision No. 18/98 of the Council of the Common Market, and Resolution No. 20/98 of the Common Market Group;
CONSIDERING: 


That concern for the growing problem of trafficking in persons, especially women and children, and the need to coordinate and to undertake joint actions in that regard was underscored in paragraph 9 of the Communiqué of the Presidents of MERCOSUR and Associated States issued on June 18, 2003.

That, likewise, paragraph 14 of the Joint Communiqué of the Presidents of MERCOSUR and Associated States, issued on June 20, 2005, emphasizes the work done by competent bodies in that regional organization to coordinate and work together to strengthen policies to combat this scourge.

That the Plan of Action adopted at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 5, 2005, under the banner “Creating Jobs to Fight Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance” addresses the issue of preventing and combating trafficking in persons (Chapter 1, “CREATING DECENT WORK” – Section A. “NATIONAL COMMITMENTS – Item 17).

That the “Recommendations and Conclusions of the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons,” approved at the plenary session held on Isla Margarita, in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, on March 17, 2006, emphasize regional and international cooperation to combat this grave crime.

That, in order to help prevent trafficking in persons, especially women and children, it is advisable to deliver a joint message to public opinion in the States Parties and Associated States to sensitive and alert all segments of the population as well as foster greater awareness of this issue,
THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMON MARKET
DECIDES:

Art. 1 – To urge the States Parties and Associated States to coordinate initiatives and national campaigns aimed at informing the public and preventing the crime of trafficking in persons, especially women and children, with a view to orchestrating a regional campaign using the media and audiovisual aids in the framework of MERCOSUR and Associated States.

Art. 2 – To establish, throughout the regional common market, a Day against Trafficking in Persons, which could coincide with the launching of the campaign referred to in the foregoing Article.

Art. 3 – That the Specialized Meeting of Women of MERCOSUR will be responsible for coordinating and monitoring this campaign, with the participation of all bodies in the regional bloc that address the crime of trafficking in persons.

Art. 4 – That this Decision need not be included in the legal order of the States Parties, since it regulates organizational or modus operandi aspects of MERCOSUR.
XXX CMC – Córdoba, 20/VII/06
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