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The Convention framework with respect to reports 
Upon ratifying the Convention, each state party undertakes, pursuant to Article VI.3 to submit a report to the Secretary General of the Organization for transmission to the Committee so that it may be examined and reviewed.  Subparagraph 4 states that the reports shall include information on measures adopted by the member states pursuant to this Convention and on any progress made by the states parties in eliminating all forms of discrimination against persons with disabilities.  The reports shall also indicate any circumstances or difficulties affecting the degree of fulfillment of the obligations arising from this Convention.

The initial report

The report is the first opportunity a state party has to indicate to the Committee the extent to which its laws and practices comply with the Convention.  It should contain at least the following information:
1. A presentation of the constitutional and legal framework for implementing the rights established in the Convention;

2. An explanation of the principal legal and practical measures adopted to render the rights established under the Convention effective;

3. A demonstration of progress achieved in enjoyment of the rights established under the Convention by the population of the state party or subject to its jurisdiction; and

4. An indication of any circumstances or difficulties affecting the degree of fulfillment of the obligations arising from this Convention.

Possible questions regarding the contents of the initial report
1. Should the state party specifically address each one of the articles in the Convention?

2. Should it explain the de facto situation and the availability in practice, effects, and exercise of remedies in the event of a violation of the rights established under the Convention? 

3. Should it provide concrete examples of implementation of the Convention and demonstrate the progress made with regard to enjoyment of the rights established under the Convention? 

4. Should it report the manner in which the Convention has been incorporated in domestic law, how its provisions may be invoked before the courts or the administrative authorities, and if they may enforce them?

5. Should information be provided regarding the judicial, administrative, or other authorities competent to guarantee the rights established under the Convention?

6. Should the report describe the situation with respect to nongovernmental organizations and associations of persons with disabilities and their participation in implementation of the Convention and preparation of the report?

7. Should it indicate whether special efforts have been made to raise awareness among the general public and relevant authorities regarding the rights established in the Convention?

8. Should it explain any reservation or declaration entered by the state party regarding any article of the Convention and justify maintaining that reservation or declaration? 

9. Should the report point out factors and difficulties, if there are any, that affect implementation of the Convention, and should it explain the nature and scope of each such factor or difficulty, together with the reasons for them and the steps taken to overcome them? 

10. Should the report include sufficient data and statistics to enable the Committee to gauge the progress made in enjoyment of the rights established under the Convention, with respect to particular articles?
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