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This document is being distributed to the permanent missions and
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PERMANENT MISSION OF PANAMA
TO THE 

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C.
PA-OEA-3-543-06
October 12, 2006
Excellency:
I have the honor to address Your Excellency to request that you kindly place on the order of business for the next Permanent Council meeting the topic of the presentation by my delegation of a draft resolution entitled “Promotion of Agriculture and Rural Development in the Hemisphere,” the text of which is attached hereto.  Further, I would ask that the text be distributed to the permanent missions of the member states as an official Council document. This draft resolution is co-sponsored by the delegations of Belize, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and the Dominican Republic.
As you can see, the draft resolution proposes the yearly convocation of a special meeting of the Permanent Council on the promotion of agriculture and rural development.
I thank you in advance for your attention to this request.  Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Aristides Royo

Ambassador, Permanent Representative
Her Excellency
Ambassador Marina Valere
Chair of the Permanent Council
Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
DRAFT RESOLUTION
PROMOTION OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE HEMISPHERE
(Presented by the delegation of Panama and co-sponsored by the delegations of Belize, Costa Rica, Colombia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and the Dominican Republic)
THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,
CONSIDERING:
That the Summits of the Americas process has recognized the vital importance of agriculture as a way of life for millions of rural families in the Hemisphere and the role it plays, as a strategic socioeconomic sector, in creating prosperity;
That the Declaration of Quebec City notes the importance of developing the potential of agriculture in a manner that is compatible with sustainable development and allows for proper attention to the rural sector;
That in the Declaration of Nuevo León our Heads of State and Government committed to a sustained effort to improve living standards for rural populations;
That at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, the states pledged to build a comprehensive framework for rural and agricultural development, to promote investment, job creation, and rural prosperity, and requested the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) to continue its efforts; and

That IICA, as a specialized organization of the inter-American system, has the aims of stimulating, promoting, and supporting efforts by its member states to bring about agricultural development and rural well-being; and
NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the holding of a special meeting by the Permanent Council, on September 20, 2006, on the topic "Promotion of agriculture and rural development in the Hemisphere," in coordination with IICA, and that several delegations expressed their pleasure over the holding of such meetings,
RESOLVES:
1. [image: image3.png]To convene, each year, during the last four months of the year, a special meeting of the Permanent Council, to foster discussion of the topic “Promotion of agriculture and rural development in the Hemisphere” and publicize the activities of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) in that regard.
2. To instruct the Chair of the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat, in coordination with IICA, to organize these annual meetings.
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