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I. MEETINGS OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE OR OF MINISTERS
OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS (REMJA)


The REMJA is held every two years.  In the off years, the technical meetings are held. The most recent REMJA (VI) took place in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, from April 24 to 26, 2006.  The next REMJA (VII) will be held in the United States in 2008.


Developments to date in preparation for the technical meetings envisioned by REMJA VI, in coordination with the delegation of the Dominican Republic as Chair of REMJA, and with delegations entrusted with specific responsibilities, are as follows:

1. REMJA has decided to hold three related meetings, in sequence.  They are: 

a. The meeting of the Working Group on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition. Plans coordinated with the Canadian delegation call for the meeting to be held, in principle, at the end of February 2007.

b. The Third Meeting of Central Authorities and Other Experts on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition, which Colombia has offered to host, and which, in principle, will be held in the second quarter of 2007.

c. The technical meeting to prepare a draft comprehensive document on the REMJA process, which will be submitted to REMJA VII for consideration; this will be held in 2007, once the two previous meetings have been held.

2. Plans have been made to hold the second meeting of the Group of Officials Responsible for the Penitentiary and Prison Policies of the OAS Member States. Details are:

a. In June, the Technical Secretariat prepared and distributed a questionnaire seeking pertinent information for preparation of the meeting topics and the identification of priorities according to which the penitentiary and prison officials would want to address their various mandates in this area.

To date, we have received information from the following 18 countries: Argentina, the Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, the United States, and Uruguay. 

Those delegations who have not replied to the questionnaire are requested to kindly do so at their earliest convenience.

b. We are coordinating with the areas of the OAS General Secretariat (especially the Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security and the Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights) on technical secretariat support and follow-up to the meeting topics.

3. A meeting of experts in forensic sciences has been planned. Details are:

a. As for the previous topic, in mid-June of this year, the Technical Secretariat prepared and distributed a survey seeking pertinent information for preparation of the meeting topics and identification of the specific areas it would be asked to address, in relation to the REMJA VI mandates. 

To date, we have received information from the following 13 countries: Belize, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Uruguay.

As with the previous topic, delegations who have not replied to the questionnaire are requested to kindly do so at their earliest convenience.

b. We are also coordinating internally with areas of the OAS General Secretariat (especially with the Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security) on technical secretariat support and on follow-up to the meeting topics.

4. With respect to cooperation on cyber-crime issues, as in the previous case, between the meetings of the Group of Experts we are planning subregional training workshops, led by the Chair of the Group of Experts (the Department of Justice of the United States) and with financial support from the U.S. Government. For the first workshop, focusing on South American countries, the Group Chair has made contact and preliminary arrangements with the Ministry of Justice of Brazil.  In principle, it will be held in Brasilia, possibly in the first week of December 2006. Over the coming days, official coordination arrangements will be made in this area.

Also planned for the coming year are two similar training workshops, one for Central America, Mexico, and the Dominican Republic, the other for the English-speaking Caribbean.

As before, once the cycle of training workshops has concluded, the next meeting of the REMJA Group of Experts on Cyber-Crime will be convened.

II. FOLLOW-UP TO THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION AGAINST CORRUPTION (CICC) AND ITS PROGRAM FOR COOPERATION


On this subject, progress has been made primarily in three areas:

1. Follow-up on implementation of the CICC in the context of the Committee of Experts of the MESICIC, with support from the Technical Secretariat

a. Conclusion of the first review round, with the 28 country reports and the hemispheric first-round report prepared.  The latter report was presented by the Chair of the Committee of Experts to the General Assembly and will also be submitted at the second meeting of the Conference of States Parties to the MESICIC.

b. Initiation of the second review round. Details:

(1) The Technical Secretariat, within the timeframe established by the Committee, drafted and sent to the members of the respective preliminary review subgroups the first six preliminary draft reports, pertaining to: Argentina, Paraguay, Nicaragua, Uruguay, Ecuador, and Honduras.

(2) In accordance with the timetable adopted by the Committee, next Monday, October 16, we should receive the comments and observations of the members of the preliminary review subgroups, which then will be translated and sent to the states reviewed, under the terms stipulated by the Committee.

(3) As the delegations know, the meetings of the preliminary review subgroups and the plenary Committee, at which the first six draft reports will be considered, are to be held in December.

2. All the preparatory work for the second meeting of the Conference of States Parties to the MESICIC is under way, led by the Chair of the Conference. As indicated in the Chair’s notice of convocation, which was circulated to all delegations, the meeting will take place on November 20 and 21, 2006, at OAS headquarters.

3. Development of technical cooperation programs and activities on topics related to the CICC and its implementation continue. Recent developments include:

3.1. The pilot project, conducted with resources from the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), to support the first four states reviewed (Argentina, Paraguay, Nicaragua, and Colombia) in their implementation of MESICIC’s recommendations, issued in their country reports.

3.2. The recent conclusion of an agreement between the OAS General Secretariat and the United States Government, which will donate a little over a million dollars for technical cooperation activities to support states parties in their implementation of MESICIC recommendations. 

3.3. Cooperation activities in conjunction with other international organizations, most recently:

(a) A training program, together with ILANUD and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, on the two conventions (OAS and UN), held in San José, Costa Rica, on September 18 and 19, 2006, attended by judges and prosecutors from Central America, Mexico, and the Dominican Republic.

(b) A conference and a technical workshop, organized by the Government of Chile, the OCDE, and the IDB, and in cooperation with the United Nations and the OAS General Secretariat, through us, which took place in Santiago on September 27 and 28, 2006, for the countries of Latin America, on cooperation against transnational bribery.
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