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REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs TRANSMITTING TO THE Permanent Council THE DRAFT RESOLUTION "AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE 23 OF THE General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat"
I am pleased to present to the Permanent Council this report and draft resolution, along with the recommendation of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs that an amendment to Article 23 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat be adopted ad referendum of the General Assembly. 

I.
BACKGROUND

At its thirty-sixth regular session, the General Assembly, in its resolution entitled “Program-Budget of the Organization for 2007, Quotas and Contributions to Femcidi for 2007” [AG/RES. 2257 (XXXVI-O/06)], resolved:
“To request the Secretary General to submit to the Permanent Council proposals for any amendments it considers must be made to the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat; and to authorize the Permanent Council to consider them, through the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs and, if necessary, to approve them ad referendum of the General Assembly.”

At its meeting of July 20, 2006, the Permanent Council entrusted this mandate to the Committee.

II. WORK OF THE COMMITTEE

The Committee considered a proposed amendment to Article 23 of the General Standards, document CP/CAAP-2850/06, presented by the General Secretariat, at its meeting of September 28, 2006.

At that meeting, the Department of Legal Services explained the reasons for the proposed amendment, as follows: 

The Offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States require cleaning services on a regular basis, and often require guard and maintenance services on a regular basis.  The General Secretariat’s “Performance Contract” (“CPR”) system is not a useful tool for contracting such long-term services. While the General Secretariat is aware that in Section VII of Document CP/SA.1135/97 of September 23, 1997, the Permanent Council agreed that the staffing in the offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States should comprise no more than a maximum of three staff members paid by the Organization, given the high profile of the Organization in the field of human rights, the General Secretariat recommends that an employment mechanism be used which ensures that the individuals who provide the local offices with such long-term services be provided with local social security protection, health insurance and other such protections required by national labor laws.  Consequently, the Secretary General has recommended that Article 23 of the General Standards be modified in order to permit individuals providing cleaning, guard and maintenance services to the Offices away from Headquarters to be contracted using the Temporary Support Personnel mechanism in the understanding that persons with this type of contract would not count against the current three person limit for Regular Fund staff members of the Offices away from Headquarters.”

On the basis of this explanation, the Committee approved the proposed amendment (document CP/CAAP-2850/06 rev. 1).

At its meeting of October 18, the Committee approved a draft resolution by which the Permanent Council could adopt the amendment ad referendum of the General Assembly (document CP/CAAP-2856/06 rev. 1) and decided to submit it to the Permanent Council for consideration, along with the text of the amendment. 

Accordingly, I am placing before the Permanent Council for consideration the draft resolution and the draft amendment to Article 23 of the General Standards.  They are attached to this report.
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Francisco Villagrán de León
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Guatemala

Chair, Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs
AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 23 OF THE GENERAL STANDARDS 

TO GOVERN THE OPERATIONS OF THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT
(Approved by the Committee at its meeting held on October 18, 2006)
THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, 

HAVING SEEN the Report of the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the proposed amendment to Article 23 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat (CP/CAAP/Rep.5/06);
CONSIDERING that the General Assembly, through Paragraph III.A.10 of resolution AG/RES. 2257 (XXXVI-O/06) of June 6, 2006, authorized the Permanent Council to consider, through the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, the proposals to amend the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat by the Secretary General and, if necessary, to approve them ad referendum of the General Assembly;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the proposal of the Secretary General to amend Article 23 of the General Standards in order to permit individuals providing cleaning, guard, and maintenance services to the Offices away from Headquarters to be contracted using the Temporary Support Personnel mechanism; and
BEARING IN MIND that the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, in its meeting held on September 28, 2006, considered and approved the amendment to Article 23 of the General Standards, requested by the Secretary General,
RESOLVES:
1.
To approve ad referendum of the General Assembly, the amendment to Article 23 of the General Standards as follows:
/
Article 23. Temporary Support Personnel
a.
General Description: Temporary support personnel are contracted locally and, to the extent feasible, in accordance with the conditions of the duty station in which they serve, for the sole purpose of providing support services to temporary projects, observer missions, and other temporary activities carried out by the General Secretariat in the Member States or to provide cleaning, guard, or maintenance services to Offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States. 
b.
Special Provisions, Salary, and Benefits: Appointments of individuals as temporary support personnel (TSPs) shall be governed by the following provisions:
i.
TSPs are not funded by Regular Fund resources; however, under exceptional circumstances as determined by the Secretary General, they may be funded under a specific temporary project supported in part by the Regular Fund.  In addition, when so determined by the Secretary General, TSPs for the provision of cleaning, guard, or maintenance services to Offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States may be funded in whole or in part by the Regular Fund.  The General Secretariat shall include in the amount budgeted for each TSP the necessary reserves for all benefits required under the local laws of the duty station, including, but not limited to, termination benefits, accumulated vacation, and termination notice.
2.
To submit the present resolution to the General Assembly for its consideration at the next regular session.
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