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The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and is pleased to attach Comments by Argentina regarding the documents needed to achieve the establishment of the committee provided for in the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.

The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States requests that the attached document kindly be distributed to the member states of the OAS and avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Chair of the CAJP renewed assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., October 19, 2006
Attachment:
The aforementioned Comments.
The Chair of the CAJP
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
COMMENTS BY ARGENTINA REGARDING THE DOCUMENTS NEEDED TO ACHIEVE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMITTEE PROVIDED FOR IN THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION 
AGAINST PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
I.
Argentina considers that the documents needed to achieve the establishment of the Committee provided for in the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, and which are referred to in resolution AG/RES. 2167 (XXXVI-O/06), comprise at least the following: 
a.
A general guide to the contents of the first report that States must submit to the Committee;
b.
Draft Rules of Procedure for the Committee’s modus operandi. 
II.
Argentina favors the Secretary General convening the Committee during the second half of 2006 (in keeping with the resolution), with the first meeting to take place at the beginning of 2007. 
This takes into account, above all, that, as the Convention stipulates, the States have to appoint an expert to sit on the Committee and they also have to prepare the initial report based on the guidelines to be adopted.  In Argentina’s experience of coordinating the preparation of periodic reports for presentation to various international treaty oversight bodies, this is a lengthy task, because it involves several government agencies as well as civil society organizations.  Likewise, bearing in mind the active role played by local organizations with respect to disability issues, and the Argentine Government’s open mind on this subject, civil society organizations are likely to want to air their views regarding the appointment of the Argentine expert, so that an opportunity must be provided for an exchange of opinions on the subject.
III.
As for the required documents, Argentina’s view is as follows:
a)
GUIDELINES REGARDING THE CONTENTS OF THE INITIAL REPORT 
Although treaty oversight bodies are competent to issue, reformulate, and update the guidelines on the contents and format of the reports to be submitted by the States parties, the Convention itself actually establishes that the States should present their initial report during the first meeting of the Committee, so that, at least for the initial report, it would be extremely useful for the States to have guidelines as to how it should be drawn up.

As for the general orientation proposal prepared by the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Argentina considers that it constitutes a good basis for drafting the aforementioned document.  Accordingly, with respect to the possible queries regarding the contents of the initial report, Argentina thinks that they should all be addressed by the States when drawing up their initial report. 
Without prejudice to that suggestion, as regards question 5 on information regarding the judicial, administrative, or other authorities competent to guarantee the rights set forth in the Convention, Argentina considers that it could be viewed jointly with Point 1 of the minimum contents of the report regarding the “constitutional and legal framework for application of the rights of the Convention.” 
As for question 6 on the situation of civil society organizations specializing on the subject and their participation in implementation of the Convention, Argentina considers that this should be re-phrased given that strictly speaking it is up to the States to “implement” the Convention. On the other hand, the States should indeed report on the participation of representatives of organizations of persons with disabilities and nongovernmental organizations working in this field, in the preparation, execution, and evaluation of measures and policies for implementing the Convention, in accordance with Article V.1 of the aforementioned international instrument. 
Similarly, Argentina considers that in drawing up the general guidelines, it would be extremely useful to take into account the instructions issued and updated by each of the UN treaty oversight bodies for the preparation and presentation of States Parties’ reports, while taking into consideration the specific characteristics of the Convention we are dealing with. 
b)
PROPOSED RULES OF PROCEDURE:  The Convention clearly establishes that the Committee will draw up its own rules of procedure and adopt it by an absolute majority.  Therefore, the draft to be presented by the Secretariat and analyzed by the States Parties shall only be a proposal, which the Committee should review a posteriori, once it has been installed. 
Finally, with regard to the actual contents of the Rules of Procedure, Argentina suggests taking into account, as a basis, the Rules of Procedure of the UN treaty oversight bodies, such as those of the Committee for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.
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