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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA FORWARDING AN AMENDED VERSION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION AG/doc.4626/06 “PROMOTION OF LABOR SECTOR PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES”

EXPLANATORY NOTE


During its thirty-sixth regular session, the General Assembly sent the Permanent Council the attached document AG/doc.4626/06 entitled “Promotion of Labor-Sector Participation in OAS Activities.”


At its meeting of July 20, 2006, the Permanent Council decided that said draft resolution should be reviewed by the General Committee (CP/doc.4141/06 rev. 2 corr. 1).


The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, which proposed the draft resolution, has sent an amended version, which is attached hereto.

October 25, 2006
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Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
to the

Organization of American States

No. II.2.E8.D-OEA.10-1012

The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the Organization of American States (OAS) presents its compliments to the Office of the Chair of the Permanent Council and has the pleasure to refer to the meeting of the General Committee scheduled for Monday, November 6, which will address the draft resolution entitled “Promotion of Labor-Sector Participation in OAS Activities” (document AG/doc.4626/06), that Venezuela presented in the framework of the thirty-sixth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, held in Santo Domingo, the Dominican Republic, from June 5 to 7, 2006.

The Permanent Mission of Venezuela is pleased to enclose with this note a revised version of that draft, which is now entitled “Promotion of Organized Workers’ Participation in OAS Activities.” The text of the original draft, in both the preambular and operative paragraphs, has also been amended in response to suggestions made by various countries.  Accordingly, the Mission would be very grateful if this new version could be translated into English and distributed, together with the Spanish text, as Rev.1 to all OAS member states, as far in advance as possible of the meeting scheduled for November 6, 2006.

The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela hereby thanks the Office of the Chair of the Permanent Council for attending to this matter and avails itself of the opportunity to convey to it renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., October 20, 2006

Office of the

Chair of the Permanent Council,
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

PROMOTION OF ORGANIZED WORKERS’ PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES

(Presented by the delegation of Venezuela)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING that the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) recognizes the importance of the contribution of organizations such as labor unions, cooperatives, and cultural, professional, business, neighborhood, and community associations to the life of society and to the development process;
RECOGNIZING that, in the Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government pledged to strengthen representation and encourage the participation of labor unions and employer organizations in the formulation and implementation of national policies for the promotion of decent work;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that, in the Plan of Action of the XIV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, a commitment was made to promote and facilitate dialogue in the context of labor relations at the national, subregional, and hemispheric levels; and
BEARING IN MIND that the Inter-American Democratic Charter emphasizes that the promotion and strengthening of democracy requires the full and effective exercise of workers’ rights and the application of core labor standards, as recognized in the International Labour Organization (ILO) Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work, and its Follow-up, adopted in 1998, as well as other related fundamental ILO conventions.  Democracy is strengthened by improving standards in the workplace and enhancing the quality of life for workers in the Hemisphere,
RESOLVES:
1. To invite the member states to establish a dialogue between organized workers and the ministers of foreign affairs, prior to the inaugural sessions of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Summits of the Americas, so that organized workers may make recommendations to member states, including proposals regarding initiatives related to the theme of the General Assembly or Summits of the Americas.
2. To instruct the OAS General Secretariat to support, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, the holding of these dialogues.

3. To request the Secretariat to report to the Permanent Council of the Organization, prior to the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly, on the implementation of this resolution.
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