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Summary of the meeting held on October 12, 2006

The Chair called to order the second meeting of the General Committee at 3:10 p.m. to consider the items listed in the Draft Order of Business, document CP/CG-1699/06.  This Draft Order of Business was approved without amendment.

1. Consideration of the Draft Work Plan for the period 2006 to 2007

The Chair recalled that the Draft Work Plan for the period 2006-2007, set out in document CP/CG-1696/06, had been prepared by the previous Committee Chair and circulated early in September 2006.
The Delegations of Canada and Colombia sought clarification of the programming of two items slated for October and not yet considered: the report by the Secretary General on AG/RES. 2257 (XXXVI-O/06) and the draft resolution on "Water as a Fundamental Human Right" (AG/doc.4584/06).  The Chair explained that both items had been postponed at the request of the presenters and would be re-scheduled at an appropriate time.
The Delegation of Mexico noted that consideration of the draft resolution "Situation of the Inter-American Indian Institute" (AG/doc.4621/06) had been slated for October 2006, and informed that it was conducting negotiations on this draft resolution in the hope of presenting a consensus text for the Committee's consideration and would inform the Chair when that process was completed so that a specific date might be set.
The Draft Work Plan was approved without amendment.
2. Presentation of progress reports on implementation of the General Assembly resolution “Avian Influenza: Inter-American Cooperation to meet a Global Threat” [AG/RES. 2242 (XXXVI-O/06)]

The Chair recalled that the Committee was entrusted with following-up on the implementation of the General Assembly resolution "Avian Influenza: Inter-American Cooperation to meet a Global Threat" [AG/RES. 2242 (XXXVI-O/06)], and informed that to that end, experts had been invited to address the Committee from the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture (IICA) and the General Secretariat Department for Sustainable Development. 
The Assistant Director of PAHO, Dr. Carissa Etienne, focused her presentation on the work being done by PAHO in preparedness at the national level in each sub-region – Andean Countries, Southern Cone, Central America (including Cuba and Haiti) and the Caribbean. Dr. Etienne noted that 28 countries have developed national implementation preparedness plans (NIPPS) which are in different stages of development and application, with room for improvement. Dr. Etienne informed also that PAHO is also working on safety, preparedness and business continuity plans for its own staff.

IICA's Deputy Director General, Dr. James Butler, made a joint presentation with the Vice- President of International Relations of the International Food Information Council (IFIC), Mr. Andrew Benson.  This presentation focused on "Avian influenza risk communications" and underscored the importance of honest, frank and open communications, cooperation between institutions and countries, involvement of an educated news media, and providing information in terms that would be easily understood by the public, in order to avoid negative human and economic impact and panic.
Mr. Richard M. Huber, Principal Environmental Specialist in the OAS Department for Sustainable Development, focused his presentation on the need to apply the precautionary principle of good eco-system management as a defense against the spread of avian flu and against the crossing of avian flu from domestic poultry to migratory water fowl. Mr. Huber also provided information on several integrated water resource management, natural hazard reduction, and biodiversity projects being conducted throughout the Americas, under the auspices of the OAS.  

The Delegations of Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, and Mexico expressed their satisfaction with the information provided and posed questions on the presentations to the speakers. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m.
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