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27 October 2006

COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Original: Spanish
Summary of the meeting held on October 24, 2006
1. AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06), “Cooperation on Some Matters of Security in the Hemisphere”
· Report of Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and Secretariat pro tempore of CIFTA on the regional meeting of experts on “Weapons in International Humanitarian Law” (Buenos Aires, August 22 and 23, 2006)

The Report of the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica, on the regional meeting of experts on Weapons in International Humanitarian Law, which was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on August 22 and 23, 2006, was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF.55/06.

The presentation by the Chair of the Committee in the Panel on the Human Cost of the Availability of Small Arms and the Response of the Inter-American Community was also distributed at that meeting and was published as document CP/CSH/INF.53/06.


The delegation of Argentina thanked the Chair of the Committee for his report and his participation in the meeting and added some comments and preliminary conclusions on that meeting.
· Report on the Seventh Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas (Managua, October 1 to 5, 2006) AG/RES. 2113

The Chair of the Committee gave a brief introduction on the Seventh Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas.  He also mentioned his participation, in his capacity as Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, as well as the participation of the OAS Secretary General and the Inter-American Defense Board, at that Conference.  In addition, he thanked the Government of Nicaragua for its hospitality in Managua and the Government of Canada for providing transportation to the Conference.
Next, Ambassador José Luis Velásquez of Nicaragua, presented a report on behalf of Nicaragua, as host country of the Seventh Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas.  That report was circulated as document CP/CSH/INF.54/06.

The delegation of the United States expressed its appreciation for the various presentations and offered its congratulations to the Government of Nicaragua for holding this event.  The delegation of the United States pointed out, however, that there was a dearth of general knowledge on the agreements reached within the Committee, for example, the Declaration on Security in the Americas and the Declarations of Santiago and San Salvador on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures.  Therefore, it proposed that the Inter-American Defense Board share those documents with the pertinent authorities prior to the next Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas.  The US delegation also indicated that the General Secretariat could compile a report on the OAS General Assembly resolutions every two years in order to increase knowledge and cooperation with these bodies.
The delegation of Canada thanked Nicaragua and the United States for their remarks and stated that the recommendations presented were useful and at the same time indicated that Canada will host the next Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas.
The delegation of Nicaragua thanked the delegations for their comments and said that it would transmit their expressions of gratitude to the Ministry of Defense of Nicaragua for its work and for the success of the meeting.
The Secretariat also distributed the presentation by the Secretary General of the OAS at the Conference (document CP/CSH/INF.51/06) and the Declaration of Managua (document CP/CSH/INF.52/06).
2. Report on the holding of the next round of OAS-OSCE exchanges of their experiences in order to seek to establish such exchanges with the Regional Forum of ASEAN in 2007
The Alternate Representative of the United States, Mr. Giovanni Snidle, Vice Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, presented a report on the abovementioned topic. In this regard, he stated that the Chair of the Committee has traveled to Vienna on two occasions to carry out activities with the OSCE.  The last visit was in March 1999 when Ambassador Portales visited the OSCE and held meetings with its president. In addition, documents related to the Regional Forum of ASEAN have been forwarded periodically and it was suggested that this practice should continue. Finally, Mr. Snidle suggested that the Chair hold consultations to explore the possibility of holding another round with the OSCE.
Several delegations thanked the delegate for the report and suggested that, at a minimum, the exchange of information should continue. They also mentioned that delegates of these organizations would be invited to the upcoming special meetings of the Committee.
Mr. Christopher Hernández-Roy, Director of the Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security of the General Secretariat, stated that, in the case of the OSCE, informal contacts had been made, such as the one two years ago when delegates of that organization met with the Acting Secretary General, Luigi Einaudi.
The Chair took note of the different comments and reported that the delegate of Spain had informed him that his country will assume the presidency of the OSCE and will facilitate the talks mentioned.  The Chair, along with the Secretariat will be informed about the next steps to be taken in that regard.

3. Other business
· As for the meeting of experts on “Limitation of Military Spending and the Promotion of Greater Transparency in the Acquisition of Arms in the Americas,” scheduled for December 1st, the delegation of Peru reminded the delegations that there was a request to submit comments on the topic prior to December 1st, 2006, as established in resolution AG/RES. 2188 (XXXVI-O/06).  It also requested the Chair to send an invitation to the Inter-American Defense Board with a request for the opportunity to draft a technical document on the topic for this meeting.
· The delegation of the United States reported on the possibility of a change of date for the meetings scheduled for December 29 and 30, 2006, in order to facilitate the participation of Mr. Nazir Kamal of the United Nations Department for Disarmament Affairs.  That decision, which will be taken at the end of the week, will depend also on confirmation of the participation of the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Argentine Republic.
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