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Summary of the meeting of September 28, 2006

1. Consideration of the agendas for some of the special events to be held in the second half of 2006

· Draft Agenda proposed by the delegation of Peru for the “Meeting of Experts on Limitation of Military Spending and the Promotion of Greater Transparency in the Acquisition of Arms,” to be held on December 1, 2006 (CP/CSH-789/06)

Upon concluding its consideration of this document, the Committee decided that, in the near future, an annotated draft agenda would be distributed to the delegations.  It would describe in detail the rationale for the inclusion of the various proposed items on the draft agenda presented by the delegation of Peru.

The Committee on Hemispheric Security was also to convene a meeting on October 16 to expedite the formal approval of this draft agenda.

· Draft Agenda proposed by the delegations of Argentina, Chile, El Salvador, and the United States for the “Second Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures,” to be held on November 29, 2006 (CP/CSH-792/06)

After making certain stylistic changes in this document, the Committee decided that a revised version would be distributed to delegations, in the hope of its approval on October 16.

· Draft agenda proposed by the delegations of Canada and Chile for the “Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, in Preparation for the Conference of the States Parties to be held in 2009,” to be held on November 30, 2006 (CP/CSH-794/06)

The Committee decided that, since this agenda pertained to a meeting of the states parties to a Convention, rather than seeking approval for this document, the intent on this occasion would be to introduce the draft and receive comments for later publication of an agenda reflecting the concerns of all interested parties.

After certain stylistic changes were made to this document, the Committee decided that a revised version would be distributed to the delegations.

2. AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06), “Cooperation on Some Matters of Security in the Hemisphere”
· Report of the Secretariat pro tempore of the CIFTA on the outcome of the United Nations Review Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects (New York, June 26 – July 7)

The report presented by Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla, on behalf of Costa Rica, which is now serving as Secretariat pro tempore of CIFTA, was published as document CP/CSH/INF. 49/06.

The Secretariat also distributed the presentation which the OAS gave at the aforementioned United Nations Conference (document CP/CSH/INF. 47/06).

3. Consideration of mechanisms for follow-up on the “Conclusions and Recommendations” (RTP/doc.16/06 rev. 1) issued at the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, held at Isla Margarita, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, from March 14 to 17, 2006 
· The Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla, made these remarks at the beginning of consideration of this topic:

Let us recall that the Margarita meeting was held in compliance with the mandate issued in resolution AG/RES. 2019 (XXXIV-O/04), “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, especially Women, Adolescents, and Children,” adopted by the OAS General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session (Quito, Ecuador, June 2004), on the basis of recommendations by the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-V), held from April 28 to 30, 2004, in keeping with the decisions on this topic adopted by the Heads of State and Government at the Summits of the Americas, and taking into account the recommendations prepared by the Inter-American Commission of Women.
The purpose of the meeting held in Margarita was to study mechanisms for integral cooperation among the states to ensure the protection of and assistance to victims, prevention of the crime, and punishment of the perpetrators, taking into account respect for the human rights of the victims, and to facilitate the sharing of information and experience, policy dialogue, and cooperation among the countries of origin, transit, and destination in the trafficking of persons, as well as the establishment or improvement of statistical records on the matter.

The meeting produced the “Conclusions and Recommendations” (document RTP/doc.16/06 rev. 1), which represent an essential contribution to the design of an international cooperation strategy, and to the identification of national and hemispheric action and measures to strengthen the fight against trafficking in persons.

· Work undertaken by the OAS General Secretariat to implement said Conclusions and Recommendations – Presentation by Mr. Christopher Hernández-Roy, Director of the General Secretariat’s Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security

The statement by Mr. Christopher Hernández-Roy was published as document CP/CSH/INF. 48/06.

· Summary of the activities carried out in each member state to combat trafficking in persons – Presentations by delegations (see note in document CP/CSH-790/06)

The delegations of Argentina, Canada, Colombia, Mexico, and the United States presented their countries’ reports on the matter.  The transmittal of their texts to the Secretariat for distribution remained pending.

Similarly, other delegations reported to the Committee that in the near future they would transmit their countries’ reports for distribution.

4. Other business

· The Committee decided that in the near future it would consider the proposal to invite the Inter-American Defense Board to submit a progress report on its modernization process.

· Mr. Christopher Hernández-Roy, Director of the General Secretariat’s Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security, reported on the seminar on the handling of weapons in custody and the destruction of arsenals that will take place on November 9 and 10, 2006, in Santiago, Chile, and is being organized by the OAS and FLACSO, with the cooperation of UN-LiREC and the General Directorate of Mobilization of Chile.
· The Committee welcomed its new secretary, Ms. Carolina Santa María.
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