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This document is being distributed to the permanent missions and
will be presented to the Permanent Council of the Organization.

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE STYLE COMMITTEE
OF THE THIRTY-SIXTH REGULAR SESSION

OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

In my capacity as Chair of the Style Committee of the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly, held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, from June 4 to 6, 2006, I wish to report to the Permanent Council on the outcome of the Committee's work.

I.  BACKGROUND

1. Membership and installation of the Committee

As provided for in Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly,
/ the Permanent Council, at its meeting of April 19, 2006, established and installed the Style Committee of the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly.  It was made up of the following delegations:  Canada for French, Brazil for Portuguese, the United States for English, and Colombia for Spanish.


Other delegations also participated in the meetings.

2. Scope of the mandate


The Permanent Council forwarded to the Permanent Council document AG/doc.4624/06, containing the declarations and resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.

In giving the Committee its mandate, the Permanent Council took into account Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, which establishes that the Style Committee shall review the declarations and resolutions adopted by the General Assembly, shall “correct their defects of form, and shall ensure equivalency among the versions in the official languages.”

The Permanent Council also instructed the Style Committee, should it note defects of form that it could not correct, to submit such matters to the Council for a decision.

II.  PROCEEDINGS

In carrying out the mandate it received from the Permanent Council, the Style Committee held a total of 21 meetings from July to September.  At its last meeting, held on September 8, 2006, the Committee checked to ensure that corrections to the defects of form had been incorporated into document AG/doc.4624/06 rev. 1.

1. Election of the chair


At its first meeting, held on July 5, 2006, the Style Committee elected as Chair José Dantés Díaz, Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic.

2.
Working procedure

The Style Committee decided that the declarations in the document transmitted by the Permanent Council (AG/doc.4624/06) would be considered in chronological order, and the resolutions, according to subject matter.

In an effort to ensure equivalency among the versions of the resolutions in the four official languages of the Organization, the Committee adhered strictly, in each case, to the text in the original language.

Present at all times to respond to questions or comments that arose during consideration of the General Assembly resolutions and declarations were a translator for each language, committee secretaries, and support staff from the technical areas of the General Secretariat.

3.
Declarations and resolutions reviewed


The Style Committee reviewed and made the necessary stylistic changes in a total of six declarations and 101 resolutions, contained in document AG/doc.4624/06 rev. 1.

4.
Conclusions and recommendations of REMJA-VI

The Committee received the Conclusions and Recommendations of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VI), as reviewed by the Style Committee of that meeting, and decided to append document REMJA-VI/doc.21/06 rev. 1 to resolution AG/RES. 2228 (XXXVI-O/06).

5.
Recommendations

The Committee decided to suggest to the Permanent Council that it urge the General Secretariat to continue publishing on the same date, in the four official languages of the Organization, the provisional volume of the declarations and resolutions adopted so as to enable the Committee to begin its work immediately after the General Assembly.


During the review process, the Style Committee duly noted one delegation’s comment to the effect that the General Secretariat should be asked not to change the texts of the draft declarations or resolutions presented by delegations to the General Assembly and that said delegations should be consulted about and give prior authorization to any change made by the General Secretariat.


In resolution AG/RES. 2257 (XXXVI-O/06), “Program-Budget of the Organization for 2007, Quotas and Contributions to FEMCIDI for 2007,” Chapter II.2.iii, the text adopted by the General Assembly reads:

FEMCIDI contribution of $190,500 to the Regular Fund for technical supervision and administrative support, in keeping with Article 80 of the General Standards, which, according to the FEMCIDI Statutes, must be up to 15 percent of the amount approved for 2007 programming to be executed in 2008.
At its meeting of November 7, 2006, the Style Committee decided to recommend to the Permanent Council that it request the General Secretariat to interpret the aforecited paragraph as expressly stipulated in Article 80, (a) and (b), of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat; and that it is the understanding of the delegations that the 15% is calculated on the amount contributed to FEMCIDI during 2006 for execution in 2007. 

Consequently, the Style Committee wishes to suggest to the Permanent Council that it attach the foregoing paragraph as a footnote to operative paragraph II.2.iii of the resolution in question.

Lastly, the Committee concluded its work and asked the Secretariat to proceed with the official publication of document AG/doc.4624, as reviewed by the Style Committee.


Appended to this report is Article 80 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat.

José Dantés Díaz

Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic

Chair of the Style Committee

APPENDIX
ARTICLE 80 OF THE GENERAL STANDARDS TO GOVERN THE
OPERATIONS OF THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE OAS

Article 80.
Contributions for Technical Supervision and Administrative Support.  The following provisions shall govern contributions for technical supervision and administrative support to the Regular Fund and to the IACD Fund for Operations.
a.
Contributions to the Regular Fund for the cost of technical supervision and administrative support to the programs shall be made by FEMCIDI. The contribution shall be up to 15 percent and the basis for its calculation will be the total net amount of the programs.
b.
When the appropriations financed by de-obligations of funds of previous years are approved, they shall not be subject to the contribution for technical supervision and administrative support. At the end of each budgetary execution, the General Secretariat shall present a statement of de-obligated resources from which the supervision and support percentage contribution has been deducted and which will be transferred to the reserves of the respective fund. On the basis of that information, the General Secretariat will inform the administrator of the respective fund the amount at which those deductions shall begin.
c.
Specific Funds and Trust Funds administered by the IACD shall make a contribution to the IACD’s Fund for Operations to cover technical supervision and administrative support provided for the activities financed by those Funds. The contribution shall be negotiated by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development.
d.
All other Specific Funds and Trust Funds shall make a contribution to the Regular Fund to cover technical supervision and administrative support provided for the activities financed by those Funds. The contribution shall be negotiated by the General Secretariat.
e.
During Budget execution, periodic deductions shall be made based on the amount of obligations of FEMCIDI, of the Specific Funds, and of the Trust Funds, in accordance with the established levels and those deductions shall be paid to the Regular Fund or to the IACD’s Fund for Operations, as the case may be.
f.
The following funds shall be exempt from the requirements under this article:
i.
Funds amounting to less than US $100,000 for the fiscal period;
ii.
FONDEM;
iii.
Specific Funds and Trust Funds administered by the IACD and designated by CEPCIDI as Humanitarian Funds; and 
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iv.
All other Specific Funds and Trust Funds administered by the General Secretariat and designated as Humanitarian Funds by the Permanent Council.
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�.	In keeping with Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Style Committee shall be composed of delegations representing each of the four official languages of the Organization.
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