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Summary of the meeting of November 9, 2006

1. Information on preparations for the special meeting

a. Adoption of the Draft Agenda for the Special Meeting (CAJP/GT/DDD-3/06 rev. 1)

As the discussion of this item began, the Chair of the Group indicated that the draft agenda distributed in the meeting reflected the comments made at the prior meeting.  She indicated that the dialogue of delegations would be conducted at the end of each meeting.  A reference to the background document was included.

She also explained that arrangements were being made for panelists to speak on the aims of the program of action, and that their presentations would be followed by a discussion by governments and civil society.

After the delegations made their statements, the draft agenda was adopted.  A final version was to be distributed once the names of the panelists had been confirmed.

b. Approval of the list of invited guests (CP/CAJP/GT/DDD-6/06 corr. 1)
The delegation of Uruguay indicated that the Pan American Health Organization should be included in section III of the list of invited guests, as one of the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS. 

The Group Chair called upon the various delegations to submit, through the Secretariat, the names and contact information of civil society organizations to be added to the list of invited guests.  

Finally, she announced that the civil society organizations included on the list presented had already been sent invitations by the Summits Secretariat and had been asked for their contributions to the special meeting.

c. Participation of civil society

The various delegations expressed their interest in civil society participation at the special meeting and said that such participation should be governed by the guidelines set forth in resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99).

The Chair recalled that the invitation sent to civil society organizations had set a deadline of November 27, 2006, for the submission of written contributions to the special meeting. A general indication of the principal topics was expected to be given at the December 12 meeting, since the written contributions were to be submitted before that date.  

The Chair also announced that there were no funds to finance the participation of these organizations at the special meeting and that the governments or the organizations themselves were free to fund their participation.

Dr. Dante Negro, Director of the OAS Office of International Law, clarified a number of points concerning civil society participation.  He indicated that the guidelines were applicable to the various bodies, including the committees of the Permanent Council. He stated that civil society organizations could distribute documents in advance, and could give presentations at the beginning or end of meetings but could not participate in the deliberations of the member states.

The delegation of Panama suggested following the example of other OAS meetings at which there had been ample civil society participation, noting that the CSOs had coordinated among themselves and had given statements either at the beginning or at the end of the meetings.

The Chair also called on the delegations to submit, through the Secretariat, the names of proposed panelists, including civil society organizations or experts, and suggested the Web page be used to post civil society contributions.

Lastly, the Chair announced that adjustments would be made in the draft agenda, including the addition of time before the deliberations of the delegations for civil society organizations.

2. Other business

The Working Group bid farewell to Chanelle P. Brown, Alternate Representative of the Bahamas, and wished her success in her new endeavors.
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