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The Permanent Mission of Mexico presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States and has the honor to refer to the Working Group to Prepare a Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities.

Accordingly, the Mission is pleased to attach initial contributions by the Government of Mexico to the draft of the aforementioned Program of Action and to request that they be forwarded to the Chair of the above-mentioned Working Group and distributed among the States Parties for their consideration.

The Permanent Mission of Mexico avails itself of the opportunity to reiterate to the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development the assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., November 28, 2006
The General Secretariat of the
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF MEXICO TO THE DRAFT PROGRAM

OF ACTION FOR THE DECADE OF THE AMERICAS FOR THE RIGHTS
AND DIGNITY OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (2006-2016)

Vision Statement

· We suggest the following alternative wording:
By 2016, the member states shall have made substantial progress in building an inclusive society based on solidarity and rights, in which persons with disabilities are valued for their potential contributions to the community in both urban and rural areas.  Furthermore, in view of their exclusion and vulnerability, which render them the poorest of the poor often place them in a situation of poverty, they shall be given  numbered among the vulnerable groups accorded priority in national and regional development and anti-poverty programs.
MISSION STATEMENT

· The following changes are suggested for the Draft Program of Action’s mission statement:

The member states undertake to adopt, gradually and over a reasonable period of time, the necessary legislative, administrative, social, judicial, and governmental measures for the effective application of the Program of Action at the domestic level in their countries, at the federal, state, municipal, and local levels and in both urban and rural areas.
OBJECTIVES
· The following changes are suggested:
1. Society
We suggest adding the word “Culture” to the title: 1. Culture and Society
To promote recognition of the value of persons with disabilities and the eradication of cultural attitudinal barriers to their development and inclusion.
2. Health
To expand and improve access to health care services for persons with disabilities on the same terms as everyone else.
3. Education
To guarantee for persons with disabilities an inclusive education of quality, as well as the technical and professional training to allow their incorporation into productive activity, at every level and throughout their lives.
6. Political participation
To ensure the recognition and exercise of the civil and political rights of persons with disabilities in all community matters.of interest to the community 

SPECIFIC MEASURES
· The following changes are suggested in respect of the contents of the draft Program of Action:
1.
Society
Subparagraph a. We suggest deleting this subparagraph as it takes a handout approach.
Subparagraph c.  We suggest including all mentions of training under point V. Strategies only.
Subparagraph d. To develop policies for mass media information campaigns on the abilities and contributions persons with disabilities can make of persons with disabilities.

Subparagraph f. This subparagraph stipulates that States must establish the position of a “Defender of Persons with Disabilities.” Here, we consider that the establishment of such an entity would apply just to countries that lack agencies specifically designed to protect human rights and to promote policies and measures aimed at guaranteeing equal rights.



The following alternative wording could also be considered:

To establish the position of Defender of Persons with Disabilities, or a similar position, in countries in which it does not already exist.

2.
Health

Subparagraph a. Prevention and promotion
iii.
To promote and publicize scientific research aimed at preventing disabling illnesses and improving the quality of life of persons with disabilities, while making sure that nobody is subjected to medical or scientific experiments without his or her free and informed consent. 

iv.
To promote comprehensive health and nutrition services for expant mothers pregnant women and for children under three, given the disabilities that can result from insufficient development in early childhood.

We suggest adding a subparagraph v on health care insurance, taking as a basis Article 25.a of the Draft UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which reads:
a.
“Provide persons with disabilities with the same range, quality and standard of free or affordable health care and programmes as provided other persons, including in the area of sexual and reproductive health and population-based public health programmes.”
Subparagraph b. Rehabilitation

iv.
To promote research programs with a view to the domestic manufacture of medications, while making sure that nobody is subjected to medical or scientific experiments without his or her free and informed consent.
vi. To strengthen existing rehabilitation services and promote their enlargement, in both urban and rural areas.
Subparagraph c. Health education
i. To design and implement educational strategies that promote healthy lifestyles for the various stages of life for persons with disabilities, at every level, and throughout their lives. 

3.
Education
Subparagraph j. To carry out policies promoting the development and funding of research, and access to scientific and technical knowledge, on disability issues.

4.
Employment
Subparagraph d. To conduct, in both public and private entities, programs and projects to incorporate persons with disabilities into the labor market.
Subparagraph e.  We suggest deleting this subparagraph. In any event, it is also possible to enhance the benefits granted to employers. 

Subparagraph g.  To monitor compliance with the provisions and recommendations of Convention Nº 159 and Recommendation Nº 168 of the ILO, especially in terms of accommodation for disabilities the incorporation and re-incorporation of persons with disabilities in employment.

Subparagraph h. To promote the establishment of inclusive employment bureaus with an integrated approach that consider accessibility for different types of disability.

Subparagraph i. To promote the establishment To promote business opportunities for self-employment and the establishment of cooperatives and microenterprises and small businesses, and to strengthen existing ones, with the aim that persons with disabilities may achieve independence both economically and in the workplace.
6.
Political participation

This paragraph should be construed in light of Article 1.2.b of the Inter-American Convention.

Subparagraph c.i.  Same comments as for point 4. Employment, subparagraph e.
STRATEGIES
The Government of Mexico suggests changing the wording as follows:

· Legislation: The States undertake to review, their law and improve it, harmonize, and improve their law, in accordance with regional standards regarding the rights of persons with disabilities, seeking to harmonize it with a hemispheric perspective, taking into account the needs and priorities of each country. States will ensure the adoption of enforcement mechanisms and sanctions in case of noncompliance, as well as state and private liability, all from the perspective of human rights. […] 

· Human resource training: States will train shall promote the training of the necessary human resources for comprehensive attention to persons with disabilities.
Statistics and assessment of disabilities:  We suggest adding the following subparagraph:

a. Disaggregated statistics
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