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The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and has the pleasure of attaching hereto the comments of the Argentine Republic on the Draft Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016).

The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States avails itself of the opportunity to express to the Chair of the Working Group the assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., November 27, 2006

The Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a

Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas 

for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016)
Washington, D.C.

DRAFT Program of Action for the Decade

of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity

of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016)
COMMENTS BY THE Argentine Republic ON THE DRAFT PROGRAM OF ACTION (CP/CAJP-2362/06)

The comments of the Argentine Republic on the document cited above, presented by Peru, under the terms of resolution AG/RES. 2230 (XXXVI-O/06), operative paragraph 1, are as follows:

I. Vision Statement: If the Program of Action is intended to take an inclusive approach to persons with disabilities, treating them as “the poorest of the poor” is inappropriate; we propose that this reference be deleted.

II.  MISSION STATEMENT:  No comments. 

III.  OBJECTIVES:


As for the terminology employed in item 1, entitled “Society,” we suggest instead “Promoting social awareness,” to make the objective clearer. Consideration might also be given to broadening this objective, as follows: “To promote recognition of the rights and the value of persons with disabilities and the eradication of attitudinal barriers to their development and inclusion.”


On paragraph 4, “Employment,” we suggest using instead the terminology employed by the ILO for this subject.  We propose:  “To promote the incorporation of persons with disabilities into decent, productive, and remunerative employment, in both public and private sectors, whether they work with assistance or independently.”

On paragraph 5, “Accessibility,” we believe it would be advisable to broaden the objective to cover accessibility situations not addressed with the promotion of universal design. The basis for this could be Article 9 of the Draft Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, a text approved by the Ad-Hoc Committee at the UN, which reads: “To enable persons with disabilities to live independently and participate fully in all aspects of life, States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure to persons with disabilities access, on an equal basis with others, to the physical environment, to transportation, to information and communications, including information and communications technologies and systems, and to other facilities and services open or provided to the public, both in urban and in rural areas. These measures, which shall include the identification and elimination of obstacles and barriers to accessibility, shall apply to, inter alia …”


As for the structure of section III, “Objectives,” bearing in mind that item 6 refers to “political participation,” we might think about a general item 2 referring to the need to “ensure the recognition and exercise of the economic, social, and cultural rights of persons with disabilities” and later, in subparagraphs, referring to the specific subjects of “health,” “education,” “employment,” and “accessibility,” then ending with the item on political rights.


So section III, ‘OBJECTIVES,” could read:

“1.
Promoting social awareness

“To promote recognition of the rights and the value of persons with disabilities and the eradication of attitudinal barriers to their development and inclusion.”
2.
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND CULTURAL RIGHTS: “To ensure the recognition and exercise of the economic, social, and cultural rights of persons with disabilities.”

2.1.  Health:


To improve access to equal health care services for persons with disabilities.

2.2.  Education

To guarantee for persons with disabilities an inclusive education of quality, as well as the technical and professional training to allow their incorporation into productive activity.


2.3.  Employment

“To promote the incorporation of persons with disabilities into decent, productive, and remunerative employment, in both public and private sectors, whether they work with assistance or independently.”

2.4. Accessibility

No comments.

3.
Political participation

To ensure the recognition and exercise of the civil and political rights of persons with disabilities in all matters of interest to the community.

IV.
SPECIFIC MEASURES
1.  Society: We think it would be better to place subparagraph (g), on “adaptation and accessibility of virtual portals,” in paragraph 5 of the Plan of Action, which is entitled “Accessibility.”

2.  Health: So that the “specific measures” proposed in this area correlate to the “objectives” set out in the Plan of Action, we suggest beginning this paragraph with a provision referring to the need “To guarantee persons with disabilities the same access to health care services as all other persons and due attention to their special health needs related to their disability.”


As for section (b) vi, “Rehabilitation,” we suggest broadening the concept it addresses, along the lines of the provisions of the Draft Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, a text approved by the Ad-Hoc Committee at the UN.  Our proposal is: “To strengthen existing rehabilitation services and promote their enlargement, so that all persons with disabilities receive the rehabilitation services they need, as close as possible to their own communities, including in rural areas.”


We also suggest certain other additions to clarify and, in some cases, increase the scope of the provisions in the following items. The additions are shown in bold type:

3.
Education:

a.
To incorporate children and young people with disabilities and special educational needs into the mainstream educational system.

c.
To bring about the eradication of physical and communications barriers that hinder access to all levels of education for students with special needs associated with their disabilities, as a requirement for conducting inclusive educational activities.

d.
To promote ongoing, specialized training, both on-site and through distance learning arrangements, of teachers at all educational levels and of other professionals working on disability issues, to encourage the development of inclusion policies. (This addition is intended to extend training to health and other professionals dealing with persons with disabilities, such as physicians, therapists, etc.)
e.
To develop specific curricular adaptations and teaching strategies, by type of disability, for an effective response to the special educational needs of students with disabilities.
4.
Employment:

e.
To guarantee the application of post set-aside mechanisms and labor quotas for persons with disabilities in the public and private sectors, through collective labor agreements, with appropriate sanctions for noncompliance.
5.
Accessibility:

c.
To eliminate barriers posed by existing urban design, architecture, and communications facilities at all public agencies and public facilities.

Moreover, as stated earlier, we would add to this paragraph section (g) of item 1, “Society,” which provides “To promote the adaptation and accessibility of virtual portals in the public and private sectors for use by persons with disabilities.”

V.
STRATEGIES

- Legislation: The states undertake to review their law and improve it, seeking to harmonize it with a hemispheric perspective, taking into account the needs and priorities of each country. States will ensure the adoption of enforcement mechanisms and sanctions in case of noncompliance, as well as state and private liability, all from the perspective of rights.  In this respect, measures should be taken to immediately set in motion the Committee for Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, in keeping with the commitments undertaken.
- Lobbying: States will foster the empowerment of persons with disabilities by building and strengthening skills, by strengthening their participation and monitoring mechanisms, and by receiving reports of violations of their rights and recording such violations, allowing them to exert effective influence on the design and implementation of government policy.
Statistics and assessment of disabilities: For policy planning purposes, states undertake to conduct:
a. Baseline studies;
b. Censuses and prevalence studies.


Here we suggest adding a complementary paragraph guaranteeing respect for confidentiality and the proper use of statistical information, which must never be used against the interests of persons with disabilities.

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP17253E04�














