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Point 4 of the Agenda:  Report by the Secretariat on the Roster of Experts, the CSBM Inventory, the status of the inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, and Activities of the General Secretariat to support the Forum

I  Roster of Experts:

The OAS Roster of Experts in Confidence-and Security-Building Measures, which is published as document CSH/FORO-II/doc.7/06, contains lists of experts from 14 OAS member states:  Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bolivia, Brasil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Peru, and the United Status of America.   The Secretariat as just received an updated submission from El Salvador, which it will incorporate into the Roster.

While most of the information contained in the document is up to date, a few of the individual rosters are between six and eight years old.

I would simply encourage those countries which have not yet submitted a list of their experts to please do so through the Secretariat; as well as encourage those states whose lists are more than a few years old to update the lists as necessary.

II.  Inventory of Confidence-and Security Building Measures:

Document CSH/FORO-II/doc.1/06 corr. 2 contains a summary of the Confidence-Building measures adopted in the Regional Conferences of Santiago and San Salvador as well as a table listing all of the reports submitted by member states on the application of those confidence and security building measures.  The Secretariat has just received a new submission from the Delegation of Canada, which it will include in the inventory but which is not reflected in the document before you.

As the delegations will note, there seems to be a downward trend in terms of the number of countries which are submitting CSBM reports, although there was a bit of an up-tick this year.

III.  Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions:

This is an item which will be the subject of a full one day meeting to be held tomorrow, so I would just limit myself now to providing some basic information on the status of ratification and implementation.

The Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions was adopted in Guatemala City on June 7, 1999, in the context of the twenty-ninth regular session of the OAS General Assembly. 

As of November 20, 2006, 20 states had signed the Convention and 11 have deposited their instruments of ratification or accession.  The Convention entered into force on November 21, 2002.

Of the States Parties, only Canada and Chile have provided reports on the acquisitions of conventional weapons pursuant to their obligations under the Convention. Canada presented reports in 2000, 2001, 2005, and in 2006, just last week in fact.  Chile also presented this year.  

IV.  Activities of the General Secretariat in Support of the Forum on CSBMs:

The very nature of the OAS – a multilateral political organization – means that at a very macro level – almost all of its activities, whether within the political bodies or in the General Secretariat – contribute to building confidence and security in the hemisphere.

At a more concrete level, there are various areas of the General Secretariat engaged in CSBM efforts.  In mentioning these, I’ll go from what I call “hard” or traditional CSBMs to what I call “soft” CSBMs.
Perhaps the clearest example of support for and implementation of CSBMs is in the work that the Secretariat has done over the last five or six years for the peaceful resolution of territorial disputes.

The only active file at the moment remains our activities in support of the peaceful resolution of the territorial conflict between Belize and Guatemala.  One of the Organization’s principal responsibilities is to support the implementation of the Confidence and Security Building Agreement, the latest version of which was signed by the two governments in November 2005.  The first drafts of the Agreement were themselves written by the Secretariat.

Specific CSMBs in the agreement include provisions for coordinated military patrols,  joint cooperation on matters of the transit of persons, goods and services, the prevention of illegal harvesting of natural resources, cooperation to fight drug trafficking and transnational organized crime, and a whole host of other political, economic and cultural initiatives designed to improve relations between the two countries.  The General Secretariat supports these CSBMs primarily through its Office in the Adjacency Zone between the two countries, which daily contributes to the maintenance of a harmonious relationship.

Most recently, yesterday and Monday in fact, staff from my Department of Public Security, in collaboration with the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and the governments of Belize and Guatemala, organized a seminar in San Ignacio, Belize, to help broaden the capacity of immigration, custom and law enforcement authorities from Belize and Guatemala to identify and understand the crime of trafficking in persons.  Fighting Trafficking in Persons was included within the Confidence-Building Measures Agreement between Belize and Guatemala which, as a result of the Ministerial meeting of March 23-24, 2006.

Another clear confidence building effect is through our work in humanitarian demining.  This activity has contributed directly to increase confidence and security between countries that were once in conflict, or suspicious of each other. This case is true for the relationships between Honduras and Nicaragua and between Peru and Ecuador for instance. In both of these cases, mines affect common border areas. 

Collaboration on border mine clearance, information exchange, as well as participation in regional seminars and other fora, has often led to further collaboration between neighboring countries. Peru and Ecuador, for example, are now carrying out humanitarian demining operations on their common borders, which opens the way for additional cross-border development initiatives to take place.

Like demining, the destruction of excess stockpiles of arms is a classic CSBM.  The Department of Public Security has begun a program for the destruction of explosives and remnants of wars, which when destroyed in significant quantities can also be a direct confidence-building measure, especially between neighbors which a previous history of conflict.   One current project which falls into this category is our developing project to destroy over 2000 tons of munitions in Nicaragua.

Moving now to softer CSBMs, the Department of Sustainable Development is executing a number of binational or multilateral projects in the hemisphere, particularly in relation to integrated water resource management.  Some of these projects are being executed in sensitive areas – they are sensitive either because they have been the object of some level of territorial controversy, or because they deal with the complex network of interdependencies associated with the management of a natural resource which straddles international borders.

These projects, while primarily related to environmental and development issues, are also practical applications of confidence building measures, as they involve technical and political discussion between two or more countries to resolve problems of mutual concern and provide opportunities for cooperation in relation to the often sensitive issue of transnational natural resource management.   The projects include:

· The Strategic Action Programme for the Binational Basin of the Bermejo River between Argentina and Bolivia

· The Formulation of a Strategic Action Program for the Integrated Management of Water Resources and the Sustainable Development of the San Juan River Basin and Its Coastal Zone between Nicaragua and Costa Rica

· The Rio Negro Project between Honduras and Nicaragua

· The Project for the Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development of the Guarani Aquifer System between Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay.

· The La Plata River Basin Project, between Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay

· The Integrated and Sustainable Management of Transboundary Water Resources in the Amazon River Basin Project, between Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Suriname and Venezuela, 

· And the Artibonite project between Haiti and the Dominican Republic.

And finally, confidence and security building is promoted by the Secretariat through the development and application of international law.  The support the Secretariat provides to the development and follow-up of various inter-American conventions, especially CIFTA, the Corruption Convention, the Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters, on Extradition, the Terrorism convention, the Transparency Convention, among others are good examples.
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