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It is a pleasure for me to welcome you to this Second Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures being held pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 2113 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06), which instructed the Permanent Council to convene a meeting of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures to evaluate the application of the Illustrative List of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, adopted at the Meeting of Experts on this subject, held in Miami in February 2003.


Although it is not necessary to describe the confidence- and security building measures, it is clear that developing them constitutes one of the major items on the security agenda of the Americas and is a core component of preventive diplomacy.

Moreover, these measures apply to all facets of hemispheric security, since they apply to traditional and nontraditional threats, challenges, and other security concerns, including military matters; land, sea, and air transportation issues; cooperation in the event of natural disasters; education for peace; the special security concerns of small island states; cooperation among lawmakers; cooperation in border areas; publication of white papers and national policy; control and limitation of military spending; exchanges of information; and the carrying out of courses, studies, and seminars.


Mutual confidence-building measures are, ultimately, bilateral and multilateral actions undertaken in order to preclude crisis and conflict situations, because they help foster communication among the players and create an atmosphere conducive to the establishment of a framework of understanding that helps place perceptions of an imminent threat in an objective context and avoids risks and elements of surprise.

As our Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza, put it, during the Seventh Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas, held in Managua, Nicaragua, on October 2, 2006, “we must continue striving to forge ever greater ties of mutual trust among our nations,” as this, he added, “will enable us to consolidate our achievements and build a united front against the new threats our nations face.”

We have an interesting and comprehensive agenda for this Second Forum and I am sure that the analysis and assessment of the measures that you experts and delegates are about to undertake will bear fruit in the form of feasible, practical, and useful recommendations for each of our states and their specific security needs.

May I end by acknowledging the efforts of our guest experts and of delegates, whose presentations to this Forum will, we are sure, enrich our dialogue and contribute to the success of the meeting.

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP17286E03�








