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Excellency,
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I have the honor to address Your Excellency in connection with the First Meeting of the Committee provided for in the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.  In accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2167 (XXXVI-O/06), “Establishment of the Committee Provided for in the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities,” this meeting is to be convened by the Secretary General in the second half of this year.
As you know, the Government of Panama considers this a top priority issue, so that we think it is necessary for that Committee to begin operating with a view to implementing the obligations assumed by the States Parties to the aforementioned Convention. 
It is therefore my pleasure to announce the offer by the Government of the Republic of Panama to host this important meeting. We propose, on a preliminary basis, that the meeting be held on March 5 and 6, 2007.
Thanking in advance the member states that welcome this announcement, I would like to avail myself of the opportunity to convey to Your Excellency the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.
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Aristides Royo

Ambassador, Permanent Representative

His Excellency

Dr. José Miguel Insulza

Secretary General of the

Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
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