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1. Approval of the order of business


The Council approved the order of business, document CP/OD.1573/06 rev.1.

2.
Approval of minutes
The Permanent Council approved the following minutes:
· CP/ACTA 1463/05 (regular meeting of January 27, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1464/05 (special meeting of February 1, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1467/05 (regular meeting of February 23, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1473/05 (joint meeting of April 8, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1476/05 (joint meeting of April 13, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1481/05 (joint meeting of May 4 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1483/05 (regular meeting of May 16, 2005)

In accordance with Article 69.a of the Rules of Procedure of the Council, the Secretariat distributed the following minutes:
· CP/ACTA 1477/05, (regular meeting of April 20, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1478/05 (special meeting of April 21 and 22, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1479/05 (regular meeting of April 27, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1484/05 (regular meeting of May 20, 2005)

3.
Draft resolution: Adjustment to the 2007 Program-Budget

Ambassador Francisco Villagran de Leon, Permanent Representative of Guatemala and Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), presented a draft resolution on the projected statutory and inflationary adjustment to the Regular Fund Program-Budget for 2007.


The Council then took note of the presentation made by the Chair of the CAAP and approved resolution CP/RES. 911 (1573/06) “Adjustment to the 2007 Program-Budget”, that state: 

1.
To approve a special appropriation from the Reserve Subfund in the amount of up to 
US$2.9 million:

(i)
To cover the cost of adjustments mandated under Article 40 of the General Standards and Resolution AG/RES. 1319 (XXV-O/95) to the salaries, post adjustments, and dependency allowances of the staff of the General Secretariat whose posts are funded by the Regular Fund, and 

(ii)
To offset the inflationary losses in the purchasing power of the budgetary resources allocated to non-personnel expenditures

2.
To request the General Assembly at its next regular session to waive the requirement 
under Article 72(b) of the General Standards which would otherwise require restoration of  
up to $2,9 million herein appropriated to the Reserve Subfund. 
3.
To request the General Secretariat to include this special appropriation of up to 
US$2,9 million in the quarterly reports on budgetary execution of the approved Regular Fund 
program-budget for 2007 of US$81,5 million and to report on the consolidated execution of 
both the program-budget and this special appropriation to the Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP).
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4.
That this resolution does not constitute an increase in the program-budget ceiling for 
2008.

4.
Preliminary report on the Electoral Observation Mission in Ecuador

The Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Ecuador, Dr. Rafael Bielsa, and Mr. Jose Antonio Viera Gallo Representative of the Secretary General, made an oral presentation on the elections held on November 26, 2006.  The Council took note of the report and of the comments made by the delegation of Ecuador, as well as the comments made by other delegations and instructed the General Secretariat to publish and distribute as soon as possible the written report.
The Council also approved Declaration CP/DEC. 34 (1573/06) that states:
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the electoral process in Ecuador concluded in an 
atmosphere of absolute institutional normality;

CONGRATULATES Ecuador on the conclusion of the electoral process carried out in the 
framework of its democratic institutions, and

EXPRESSES its heartfelt congratulations to the Ecuadorian people and to President-elect 
Rafael Correa.

5.
Preliminary report on the Electoral Observation Mission in Venezuela

The Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Venezuela, Ambassador Juan Enrique Fischer, made an oral presentation on the elections held on December 3, 2006. The Council took note of the report and of the comments made by Ambassador Jorge Valero, Permanent Representative of Venezuela, as well as the comments made by delegations and instructed the General Secretariat to publish and distribute as soon as possible the written report.


The Council also approved the Declaration CP/DEC. 35 (1573/06) that states:

BEARING IN MIND that the Venezuelan elections took place in an atmosphere of 
institutional tranquility and normality; and

CONSIDERING that the high level of participation in the presidential elections contributes 
to the strengthening of the democratic process in Venezuela,

CONGRATULATES the people of Venezuela, its government, its political parties, and its 
democratic institutions for the civic spirit that prevailed during the electoral process; and

EXTENDS its congratulations to President Hugo Chávez Frías for his reelection.

6. Verbal report of the Permanent representative of Brazil on MESICIC


Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil presented a report on the Second Meeting of the Conference of State Parties to the Mechanism for Follow up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption (MESICIC).


The Council decided to take due note of the statement made by the Permanent Representative of Brazil. 

7.
OAS-IDB-UNICEF Initiative for Universal Civil Registration in Latin America and the Caribbean

At the requests of the Permanent Missions of Peru (CP/INF. 5412/06) and Mexico (CP/INF. 5413/06), the Permanent Council received a report on the OAS-IDB-UNICEF Initiative for Universal Civil Registration in Latin America and the Caribbean. The members of the Permanent Council were brief on the agreement reached through the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed by the Secretary General of the OAS, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), in August 8, 2006, to joint each institution efforts and to cooperate “in the area of citizen registration” (CP/INF. 5426/06).
The Council took note of the presentations made by Ms. Ann Veneman, Executive Director of UNICEF, Mr. Jamal Khokhar, Chief of the Office of the President of the IDB, Mr. Eduardo Ruiz, Chief of the National Register of Peru, Mr. Enrique Taboada, General Director of the National Register of Mexico, and by the Secretary General of the OAS.  Comments made by delegations were also noted.

The Council further instructed the General Secretariat to present a detailed report on the activities carried out in the framework of the OAS-IDB-UNICEF initiative for universal registration in Latin America and the Caribbean, before the General Assembly in 2007.  

8.     Other business

· The Permanent Representative of Panama invited members of the Permanent Missions to visit the exhibit on the Jewels of the Rare Collection on the Columbus memorial Library.

· The Permanent Council bid farewell to the Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, Ambassador José Luis Velázquez.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1573/06.
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