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1. Approval of the order of business

The Council approved the order of business, document CP/OD.1575/06 corr. 1.

2.
Preparatory works on the Establishment of the Committee on the Eliminations of all Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities
The Council took note of the information presented by Mr. Jean Michel Arrighi, Director of the Department of International Legal Affairs, on the preparatory works for the establishment of the Committee on the Eliminations of all Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, in accordance with Article VI of the Convention.

3.
Note from the Permanent Mission of Panama

The Government of the Republic of Panama, through its representative Ambassador Aristides Royo, offered to host the first meeting of the Committee provided for in the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CP/doc.4165/06).
The Council, after hearing the comments made by delegations, as well as the point raised by Basia Manitius, Alternative Representative of Canada and Vice Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, decided:

· To take note of the presentation made by Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama.

· To thank the Government of Panama for its generous offer to host the first meeting of the Committee established by the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Persons with Disabilities.
· To agree that the first meeting of the Committee on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Persons with Disabilities will be held in Panama, February 26 and 27, 2007.

· To approve the required financing for the above-mentioned meeting with resources from the Sub-program 21C of the Program-Budget of the Regular Fund for the year 2006.

4.
Preliminary report on the Electoral Observation Mission in Ecuador
The Representative of the Secretariat for Political Affairs of the General Secretariat, Mr Steven Griner, made an oral presentation on the general elections held in Saint Lucia on December 15, 2006.  The Council took note of the report and the comments made by Ambassador Sonia Johnny, Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia, as well as those made by other delegations, and instructed the General Secretariat to publish and distribute the written report as soon as possible.
5.
Commemoration of the 30th Anniversary of the Art Museum of the Americas
The Permanent Council commemorated the 30th Anniversary of the Art Museum of the Americas which houses the permanent art collection of the General Secretariat.  The Art Museum was established by the Permanent Council in 1976 (CP/RES. 178 (241/76). 
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Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General, presented a video prepared by the Museum’s staff to celebrate the occasion.  Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay and Chairman of the Group of Friends of the Museum, referred to the extensive art collection and activities being carried out by the Museum, and encouraged donations from those member states whose artists are not yet represented in its collection. Comments on the presentation and appreciation expressed by delegations were duly noted.  Members of the Council were provided with copies of the video presented.
The Council also congratulated the entire staff of the Museum for organizing the 30th Anniversary commemoration and thanked them for the informative documents distributed.
6. Verbal report on the Thirty-third Assembly of Delegates of CIM


The Council took note of the information presented by Mrs. Carmen Lomellin, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Committee on Women (CIM), on the results of Thirty-third Assembly of Delegates held in San Salvador, El Salvador on November 2006.  Likewise, the Council took note of the observations made by Ambassador Abigail Castro de Perez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, and the comments made by delegations.

7.
Other business

· The Permanent Mission of Brazil requested the distribution of a CD-ROM of the Special Session of Freedom of Thought and Expression that took place on October 26 and 27, 2006.  The Alternative Representative of Brazil also informed the Council that his government ratified the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions.
· The Permanent Council bid farewell to Ambassador John Maisto, Permanent Representative of the United States.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1575/06.
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