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NOTE FROM THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF ECUADOR 

ON THE RESUMPTION OF SPRAYING OF GLYPHOSATE

AND AUXILIARY SUBSTANCES IN A BORDER AREA 

NEAR ECUADOR

Permanent Mission OF ECUADOR
Organization of American States
No. 4-2-312/06

Washington, D.C.
December 20, 2006
Dear Madam Council Chair:

I wish to request that you kindly arrange for the distribution, to the permanent missions accredited to the OAS, of a copy of Note No. 52284/06-GM, dated December 15, 2006, addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ecuador, Ambassador Francisco Carrión Mena, to the Secretary General of the Organization, Mr. José Miguel Insulza, on the resumption of fumigation with glyphosate and auxiliary substances in a border area near Ecuador.

Sincerely yours,

José M. Borja L.

Alternate Representative of Ecuador
Ambassador Marina Annette Valère
Chair of the Permanent Council
Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago 

Organization of American States 

Washington D.C
REPUBLIC OF ECUADOR
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Note No. 52284 /06 – GM
Quito, December 15, 2006
His Excellency José Miguel Insulza
Secretary General
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
Excellency:

On behalf of the Government of Ecuador, I have the honor of addressing Your Excellency to call to your attention a matter that, in recent years, has caused increasing tension between my country and Colombia.  Historically, relations between our countries have been friendly and cordial.

The Government of Colombia, in pursuing its plan to destroy illegal crops, authorizes flights, in a border area near Ecuador, by aircraft that spray high concentrations of chemical substances known as glyphosate (Roundup), together with auxiliary substances.

Not surprisingly, the spray of these toxic chemicals spreads widely, to areas beyond the Colombian border and into Ecuador, affecting the extremely fragile ecosystems of the Amazon rain forest.  The result has been severe damage to their waters, natural food sources, and crops and to the overall health and quality of life of their inhabitants.

Various administrations in Ecuador have requested the Government of Colombia to refrain from authorizing fumigation and aerial spraying within at least 10 kilometers of its border with Ecuador, to prevent harm to human health and the flora, fauna, and environment in Ecuador.

Ecuador’s request was answered in December 2005, as indicated in a joint communiqué signed by me and by Ms. Carolina Barco, then in charge of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia. In that document, Colombia reported its temporary suspension of spraying in the area bordering on Ecuador, beginning in January 2006.

The communiqué also says that ”bearing in mind that the governments have not reached an agreement on the harmlessness of the effects of the herbicide glyphosate and auxiliary substances on health and the environment, the Government of Colombia has taken due note of the request issued by the Government of Ecuador to the United Nations to conduct a prospective study on the matter and agreed to participate in defining terms of reference for that study.  Colombia also agreed to analyze the results of the study and consider the adoption of appropriate measures.”

The United Nations, after a preliminary on-site study in February 2006, through its Department of Political Affairs, on April 21, 2006, “identified the need for five additional studies to determine scientifically the impact of aerial spraying of glyphosate and its compounds on health, the environment, and farming.”  A copy of that communication was presented to the authorities in Colombia, with an invitation to its Government to prepare, together with Ecuador, the terms of reference for the recommended scientific studies.  This was agreed upon in the joint communiqué signed by the two countries on December 7, 2005.
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The Government of Colombia, despite insistence by Ecuadorian officials that terms of reference be agreed upon for studies to answer all questions about the consequences of such spraying, resumed aerial fumigation in the strip of territory bordering Ecuador on December 11, 2006.  This has caused anguish and concern among the populations and settlements in the Ecuadorian border area and, consequently, in the national Government, given the aforementioned effects on the health of the population, the destruction of biodiversity, and effects on crops that feed the inhabitants of that region. It has also generated increased migration of undocumented Colombians to Ecuador and the displacement of Ecuadorians from that area into the country’s interior.

I should note that a report by the OAS/CICAD, in which the Government of Colombia attests to the harmlessness of the chemicals used in aerial spraying, has been dismissed by academic institutions, scientific research centers, and nongovernmental human rights and environmental organizations in Colombia and Ecuador, among other countries, as being scientifically unsound and having employed highly questionable research methods.

Accordingly, the Government of Ecuador requests that the OAS take up this matter, which threatens security, development, and cordial relations between the two neighboring countries, by placing it before the Permanent Council, or by any other action you deem appropriate, under the authority vested in you by the OAS Charter.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Francisco Carrión Mena

Minister of Foreign Affairs
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