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Summary of the meeting of December 18, 2006


The Chair, Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, called the meeting to order and placed before the group for consideration the order of business, document GTC/CASA/OD-26/06 corr.1, which was adopted without amendments.


The Chair reported that the member states of ALADI had decided that the Joint Working Group would be served, as Vice Chair, representing that region, by Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil, until such time as the health of the Ambassador of Ecuador, Mario Alemán, allowed him to resume his participation in the Group. The Joint Working Group welcomed the news.

1. Summary of the work carried out since September 
The Chair referred to the work done by the Group and presented a summary status report on negotiations for preparation of the Draft Social Charter. Ambassador Castro de Pérez referred to the meetings, both formal and informal, held on September 22 and 27, October 19 and 30, and November 21 and 27, and reported that, after the latter meeting, and on the basis of comments received, it had been decided that the delegation of Mexico would present the table comparing the instruments dealing with principles and rights in the social area, which had been prepared as an additional contribution to devising a possible approach to the negotiations. It was also agreed that the Secretariat would prepare a schematic document containing a list of the major topics included in the proposal, as well as a brief description of the subject of each article.  The document was prepared and distributed as document GTC/CASA/doc.40/06.  On December 11, the Chair convened a working meeting with the vice chairs of the Joint Working Group and the regional coordinators to consider the comparative table prepared by the delegation of Mexico and consider ways to proceed with the negotiation of the Social Charter.

2. Presentation by the delegation of Mexico on the comparative table of the principal international instruments on social rights and principles 
Mr. Tarcisio Navarrete, Alternate Representative of Mexico, presented the comparative table of the principal international instruments on social rights and principles agreed upon by the member states in various international forums. 


Mr. Navarrete referred to the materials available for initial negotiations on preparation of the Social Charter:  the eight contributions by the countries; the Summit mandates; the comparative table; and the summary prepared by the General Secretariat. He then referred to other work done on the Draft Social Charter:  a document with the 28 articles presented by the General Secretariat; the list of topics arising from that document; the list of topics arising from the comparative table; the list of topics or chapters presented by delegations; three introductory articles prepared by a technical working group formed within ALADI; and progress made on the draft preamble of the Social Charter.


The material prepared by the delegation of Mexico was welcomed by the delegations in attendance, who expressed appreciation for the interest, efforts, and dedication of Mr. Navarrete and agreed that the table would be of invaluable assistance during negotiations for drafting the operative section of the Social Charter.
3.
Presentation of the proposal for reorganizing the operative section of the Social Charter of the Americas, prepared by the delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador, Uruguay, and Venezuela

Ms. María Clara Isaza, Alternate Representative of Colombia, indicated that some member countries of ALADI had reflected on the possible structure of the operative section of the Draft Social Charter and a proposed text for its initial articles. She indicated that these proposals were subject to consultation and consideration.  

Mr. Fernando Simas, Alternate Representative of Brazil, presented the two proposals, indicating that the delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Uruguay, and Venezuela had begun to reconcile their positions and outline topics, in order to reorganize and shape up the operative section of the Draft Social Charter. Referring to the instruments upon which the proposals had been based, indicated that, on the basis of existing material, a flexible negotiation structure would be possible.  The proposed reorganization would gather subjects under five chapters, indicating the focus of each.


The proposed dynamic exercise, said the Alternate Representative of Brazil, would make it possible to draft a new proposed text on a basic list of topics, taking account  of existing proposals.  


The delegation of Canada said it could support the proposal, with the following initial comments: (1) it felt the proposal for an introductory section focusing on the relationship between democracy and economics,  and between social and cultural development, and a section on cooperation made sense; (2) it felt the proposal established the major areas for the operative section, but the specific topics should be looked at in depth; (3) it proposed more neutral language for the title of Chapter I; (4) it proposed adding a reference to sustainable development in Chapter II; and (5) it noted that there would be cross-cutting themes that should to be taken into account.


The Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic, representing the delegations of Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Panama, and the Dominican Republic, expressed appreciation for the proposal and indicated that those delegations thought it would allow the negotiations to produce a Social Charter in 2007.


The delegation of the United States said it agreed with using the Secretariat’s proposal (document GTC/CASA/doc.38/06 rev.1) as the basis for negotiations and hoped that that material could still be used. The delegation said the ALADI proposal for thematic reorganization was good, but there was a need for more in-depth consideration of the topics to be covered in the five proposed chapters and of the title of each chapter. The U.S. delegation felt a major chapter should be devoted to “solid economic policy and growth”; since economic growth was crucial to social development.  The delegation also said it was necessary to consider in greater depth the three articles proposed by ALADI and that an initial article establishing the strategic parameters of the Social Charter was needed. 


The Alternate Representative of Guatemala called on the members of the Joint Working Group to let go of seeking perfection and reflect in depth on the effort to bring about integral development, fight poverty, and achieve decent living standards for the peoples of the Hemisphere.  He said he supported, in general, the proposal by ALADI, which, along with Canada’s observations, could provide the basis for initial discussions on the Social Charter.

The Joint Working Group approved the ALADI proposals for reorganizing the operative section of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas and the proposal for three introductory articles for that section, which, together with existing material, will be the starting point for negotiations. 

4.
Procedure for drafting the operative section of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas
The Chair recalled that some delegations had noted, informally, the advisability of forming a small drafting group responsible for an initial draft of the operative section.  At the request of the delegation of Peru, the meeting was suspended momentarily to allow delegations to consider that proposal.

When the meeting resumed, the Joint Working Group decided to form a drafting group, open to participation by all member states, which will comprise, at a minimum, the vice chairs of the Joint Working Group and the regional coordinators. The member states also decided that the drafting group would be chaired by Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez, in her capacity as Chair of the Joint Working Group, and that, when necessary, the vice chairs of the Joint Working Group, on a rotating basis, would serve in her place.

5.
Other business

Ambassador Edward O´Donnell, Alternate Representative of the United States, noted that, considering that some international instruments included in the comparative table prepared by the delegation of Mexico were documents not approved and/or signed by all OAS member states, his delegation was presenting a table including the language of the declarations and plans of action of the Summits of the Americas on the topics that would be covered in the Social Charter. He also noted that, like the comparative table prepared by the delegation of Mexico, the table presented by his delegation would also serve as an important tool, since it contained language approved by the Organization’s member states. 


Ambassador Castro de Pérez expressed appreciation for that effort and noted that the table presented, the English version of which was distributed at the meeting, would also serve as a point of reference for the work of the drafting group.


Lastly, it was decided that the drafting group would begin its work on January 17, 2007.  The meeting ended at 5:30 p.m.

6. Delegations in attendance

The following delegations participated in the meeting:

Argentina

Bolivia

Brazil

Canada

Chile

Colombia

Costa Rica

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

El Salvador

Guatemala

Mexico

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

United States

Uruguay

Venezuela
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