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Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic

to the

Organization of American States

OEA 111
The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat and has the pleasure to refer to the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA VI), to be held in the Dominican Republic from April 24 to 26, 2006.

The mission requests the inclusion on the agenda of the two items listed below and encloses a brief introduction to each, by way of illustration:

1) Model Law on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters
It is proposed that the REMJA adopt the Model Law on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, which derives from an Argentine proposal.

The commitment to write a draft Model Law on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters for the Americas and to conduct follow-up was undertaken by the Argentine Republic at the Meeting of the Working Group on Mutual Legal Assistance of the REMJA, held in September 2004, after taking into account the recommendations of the Meeting of Central Authorities and Other Experts on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition (Ottawa), in April/May 2003.

Within this item, the mission proposes another:  “The use of videoconferencing and the regulations governing it in the domestic legal systems of member states.”
Both the Model Law and the new treaties on international legal cooperation or assistance refer to videoconferencing as an instrument for effective compliance with certain requirements for evidence.  The problem here, apart from the availability of technical facilities in each state, is that all too often this tool for expediting the production of evidence and reducing costs remains a dead letter, either because judicial officers are unaware of this possibility or for lack of legislation regulating the procedure.
It would therefore be useful if each state could undertake to provide or arrange for the mechanisms needed to include videoconferencing in its domestic norms.  In the case of states that have already regulated the system, it would be advisable to suggest that they let others know what legislation they have introduced, so as to harmonize the legislations of states interested in the mechanism.
2) Communication and Coordination between the Groove System and IBER RED.
Both sites were set up to expedite mutual legal assistance and make it more effective.
With this shared objective in mind, it would be advisable to encourage meetings of the two forums, as this would permit direct contact between the corresponding focal points, joint efforts to enhance the justice systems in member states, and more fluid relations among states.
This intercommunication will make it possible to get to know and exchange information on the work done by both sites.  This will help perfect both systems and ultimately facilitate not just judicial assistance but also the provision of better and more efficient judicial services.

The Ibero-American Judicial Cooperation Network in Criminal and Civil Matters (IBER RED) was born of a need to create a mechanism to make legal cooperation among Ibero-American countries more fluid and effective with respect to family and business issues, and so on, and to achieve the possible prevention or punishment of criminal behavior, through the use of informal mechanisms of communication that facilitate contacts among the players involved, without undermining respect for the applicable legal framework..  Its establishment resulted from a series of meetings among Ministries of Justice, members of the Attorney General’s Office and judicial bodies in the countries of the region and from support for the idea at the XIV Conference of Ministers of Justice of the Ibero-American Countries, held in Fortaleza, Brazil, from May 31 to June 2, 2004.

At the initiative of the General Secretariat of the Conference of Ministers of Justice of the Ibero-American Countries.  The meeting to establish the Ibero-American Judicial Cooperation Network took place in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, in October 2004, with the participation of representatives of the Ministries of Justice, Councils of Magistrates, and the Judiciary of each country and approved the Network’s charter.
The Points of Contact appointed by each state should become facilitators for judicial cooperation procedures, to ensure successful processing of letters rogatory and application of the measures requested by the authorities issuing them.

The First Meeting of IBER RED Points of Contact was held in Antigua, Guatemala in May 2005.  The Second Meeting of Points of Contact will take place in Valencia, Spain, in November 2006.
Bearing in mind that both IBER RED and the Groove or Safe Mail System pursue the same objectives, that is to say, the use of I.T. tools to expedite judicial assistance between states, the idea is to aim for an exchange of experiences among contact points in each system, which, as pointed out earlier, will establish institutional ties, strengthen cross-border judicial cooperation, and achieve better provision of judicial services.

The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the OAS avails itself of the opportunity to convey to the General Secretariat the assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., March 31, 2006
To the General Secretariat of the

Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
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