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PERMANENT MISSION OF MEXICO

No. OEA-0733

The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the Organization of American States (OAS) presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States – Juridical Cooperation Office of the Department of International Legal Affairs – and in connection with Note MP-RD-OEA 326-06 of March 15, 2006, hereby presents its comments and proposals regarding the Draft Agenda for the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VI).

Item 2.
Draft Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime.
New sub-item:

•
Presentation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action by the Chair of the Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime (CEDOT).

The request for inclusion of this topic is based on General Assembly resolution 2116 and the Work Plan approved by CEDOT.


It is considered important that the Ministers of Justice adopt the Plan of Action at REMJA VI, given the pressing need for countries in the Hemisphere to initiate new forms of cooperation as soon as possible to stem the surge in organized crime in the Hemisphere.


The Plan needs to be reviewed at REMJA VI, with a view to its adoption at the thirty-sixth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, pursuant to resolution 2116.

Item 3.
Penitentiary and Prison Policies 
New sub-item:

•
Presentation on the Draft Inter-American Declaration on the Rights and the Care of Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment.

The drafting of a declaration on persons deprived of their liberty in the inter-American context may be considered an important subject, given that so far there is no specific regional instrument for protecting the rights of this group of people, beyond the provisions contained in the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and the American Convention on Human Rights. Moreover, it is regarded as important to define the phrase “deprived of liberty,” in order to safeguard the rights that all those deprived of their freedom should enjoy at all times, because the criterion is still somewhat ambiguous in international law.
New paragraphs:
· Reforms of the Penitentiary System in the Region

i. Reduction of overcrowding in prisons, successfully applied models

ii. Prison policy as a public policy rooted n the justice system and the prison officer career service
iii. Judges responsible for monitoring execution of sentences

a) Evaluation of results of their intervention

iv.
Treatment and rehabilitation policies

a) Alternatives to pre-trial detention


The state of prisons in the Hemisphere is such that States need to act, with regard to both prison conditions for inmates and control measures to prevent the prisons from serving as centralized sources of intelligence information for organized crime.

Item 5.
Mutual legal assistance in criminal matters and extradition
· Report of the Second Meeting of Central Authorities and other Experts in Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition.
New sub-items:

· Report of the Working Group on Mutual Legal Assistance and Extradition (progress with respect to extradition)
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REMJA V (April 28-30, 2004) analyzed the subject of temporary extradition and drew attention to the need to revise the domestic and international laws governing it in order to allow practices to be adopted that facilitate this process. Some delegations said that they had incorporated temporary extradition into bilateral treaties and emphasized the advisability of reviewing multilateral treaties with a view to adopting practices to facilitate the temporary extradition process in the Hemisphere. That being so, it would be advisable to review the progress made in the Hemisphere with respect to extradition in general, and temporary extradition in particular, with a view to preventing offenses from going unpunished.
· The AMERICAJUS or AMERICALEX Project: Formalizing its Adoption

This initiative presented by the Government of Canada is supported by OAS member states, as evidenced at the Second Meeting of Central Authorities and other Experts in Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition, held in Brasilia, and at the meeting of the Working Group in Washington, D.C., in October 2005.


The components of AMERICAJUS are already functioning in the OAS (Working Group on Assistance, the online pool of legal resources, the secure-email network among central authorities, and the meeting of central authorities) all that needs to be done is to formalize its successful implementation.

Topic 11.
Consideration and adoption of the Conclusions and Recommendations of REMJA VI.
· Recommendation to the OAS General Assembly to adopt the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime


The Permanent Mission of Mexico requests the General Secretariat to kindly forward these observations and proposals to the member states of the Organization.
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The Permanent Mission of Mexico avails itself of the opportunity to convey to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States – Juridical Cooperation Office of the Department of International Legal Affairs the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., April 4, 2006
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