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Summary of the meeting of January 24, 2007

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, chaired by Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, met to consider the items on the order of business (AG/CP/SUB.TP-120/07 corr. 1).

1. Preliminary draft agenda

The Subcommittee began its consideration of the preliminary draft agenda for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-118/07 corr. 1) and the preliminary draft annotated agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-119/07 corr. 1).


The Chair indicated that both draft agendas had been prepared by the General Secretariat on the basis of the matters set out in the OAS Charter; the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat; the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; and the statutes of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization; and the matters agreed upon by the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session, held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, in June 2006, and at previous sessions. 

The delegations said that they were pleased that the preliminary draft annotated agenda for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly had been published in a timely fashion.

2. Request for inclusion of the item “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia”


The Permanent Mission of Bolivia requested, pursuant to Article 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, that the item “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” be included on the agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-117/07).  


The representative of Chile requested that the following statement appear in the minutes:

“On behalf of the Government of Chile, I wish to express Chile’s objection to the inclusion of the topic “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” on the agenda and schedule for the next regular session of the General Assembly, which will be held in Panama, as it is a subject that goes beyond the natural sphere of competence of this Organization and that has to do with bilateral relations between Chile and Bolivia.”  I request that this objection be included in the Committee’s minutes and in the corresponding report. 

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to include the agenda item on the basis of the provisions of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 989 (XXIX-O/89).


Likewise, the Subcommittee decided to include the topic “Promotion of Labor-Sector Participation in OAS Activities” on the preliminary draft agenda.  A draft resolution on that topic had been presented by the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (AG/doc.4626/06).

3. Establishment of a deadline for the presentation of observations, or for requests for the inclusion of topics, on the draft agenda for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided, in accordance with Articles 29 and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, to set April 5, 2007, as the deadline for delegations to present their observations on the draft agenda for the General Assembly session and to request the inclusion of new topics.


As suggested by the Chair, the Subcommittee also decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that, under the powers conferred in Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, May 11 be established as the indicative date for the submission of new draft resolutions.  However, that decision, adopted to facilitate preparatory work for the General Assembly, would in no way entail a change in Article 37 of those rules.


It was also decided that, when submitting draft resolutions to the General Secretariat, delegations should indicate the corresponding agenda items.

4. Agreement on the draft agenda and schedule for the following meetings to be held on the occasion of the General Assembly session


The delegation of Argentina suggested that it might be advisable to have the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure also consider the agendas and schedules for the following meetings, which would be held during the General Assembly session:

· Dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society

· Dialogue of heads of delegation with permanent observers

· Dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of the Private Sector Forum


In that regard, the Subcommittee decided:

a. To congratulate the Permanent Mission of Argentina for its initiative aimed at organizing the aforementioned dialogues;

b. To consider the draft agendas and schedules for the following meetings:

· Dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society

· Dialogue of heads of delegation with permanent observers

· Dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of the Private Sector Forum;

c. To request the General Secretariat to submit to the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, through the corresponding technical offices, the draft agendas and schedules for those meetings, by February 21, 2007; and
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To request the Secretariat of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure to prepare the draft schedule for the General Assembly session, for consideration at a future meeting.
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