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THIRTY-SEVENTH REGULAR
Rev.1
SESSION OF THE General Assembly
June 3-5, 2007

Panama City, Republic of Panama 
Information Bulletin

1.
Site of the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly 


The thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly will be held from June 3 to 5, 2007, in Panama City, in the Republic of Panama.  Meetings and sessions will be held at the Centro de Convenciones Atlántico Pacífico (Atlantic Pacific Convention Center) (ATLAPA), in Panama City.

The inaugural session will be held on Sunday, June 3, 2007, at 7:00 p.m., at the National Theater, in Panama City’s Casco Antiguo (Old Quarter).  The program of the working sessions and various meetings and events planned for the General Assembly session will be distributed in due course and will be available on the Internet: http://www.oea.org or http://www.mire.gob.pa.

2. National coordinating office

	General national coordinator:

RICARDO J. DURÁN J.
Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs

National executive coordinator:

ITZA BROCE DE SPENCE
Phone (00507) 511-4280
Fax (00507) 511-4274
ibroce@mire.gob.pa
coordinación.ejecutiva.ag.oea@hotmail.com

	Logistical coordination:

LUIS E. TORRES H.
Secretary General

Phone (00507) 511-4201
Fax (00507) 511-4043
torresl@mire.gob.pa
Lodging coordinator: 
ZELIDETH CASTILLO
alojamientooea@mire.gob.pa 

Phone (00507) 511- 4220
Fax: (00507) 511- 4028



3.
Lodging


As a courtesy, the Republic of Panama, as host country, will provide lodging at the Sheraton Panama Hotel & Convention Center and at the Intercontinental Miramar Panamá for the foreign ministers or heads of delegation of the OAS member states, from June 2 to 6. The host country will cover the costs of rooms, laundry, and meals, as well as taxes.  Costs not specified here will be covered by each country. 

Hotel and room assignments will be made by lot at a meeting attended by the delegations of the OAS member states at the Organization’s headquarters, in Washington, D.C., on April 12, 2007.


The organizing committee has arranged for three rooms per country in the official hotels (foreign minister plus three), the cost of which will be borne by each country.  These rooms will be assigned as part of the lot-drawing process.

Reservations for rooms to be paid for by a country’s delegation must be accompanied by a letter of guarantee from the country’s embassy to the hotel, or by the credit card of the guest or the diplomatic mission.


Delegates of member states, permanent observers to the OAS, representatives of international organizations, and other participants can be accommodated at the hotels shown on the following table.  The table includes the rates established by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  The attached hotel reservation form must be completed and submitted for that purpose.  

All delegates must send their hotel reservation forms to the Lodging Coordination Office of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, by fax to (507) 511 – 42.20 / 42.28, or by e-mail to alojamientooea@mire.gob.pa.  A valid credit card number, with expiration date, must be given with each reservation to ensure confirmation.  As is customary, lodging costs will be covered by participants according to usual hotel industry practices.


All delegations’ room reservation requests, without exception, must be sent before May 2, 2007.  After this date, the rates indicated will not be guaranteed; rooms that have been set aside will be automatically released.  After this date, the lodging coordinators will be unable to assume any responsibility or offer any guarantee as to the established rates or availability of rooms at the official hotels selected for the General Assembly session.
	HOTEL
	SINGLE /DOUBLE ROOM
+10% tourist tax

	El Panamá
www.elpanama.com
Vía España 111
215-9000 telephone

215-9182 reservations

269-3309 fax
Breakfast included
	Single room

Double room

Junior suite: Single

                    Double

Single suite

Double suite

Executive floor:

Single room

Double room

Junior single

Double Suite

Presidential
	$  99.40

$ 110.80

$ 121.40

$132.80

$187.40

$209.80

$121.40

$132.80

$132.40

$143.80

$330.00

	Veneto
www.venetocasino.com
Vía Veneto y Calle Eusebio A. Morales
340-8888

340-8686 reservations
340-8889 fax
	Single room

Double room

Breakfast included
	$ 99.00

$109.00



	Crowne Plaza
www.cppanama.com
Ave. Manuel Espinosa Batista. 206-5555

 214-1002  fax
206-8880 reservations
	Deluxe single

Deluxe double

Breakfast included
	$110.00

$125.00



	Four Points 
www.hotelsheratonpanama.com
Calle 53 Marbella y Ave. 5ª. B Sur
265-3636 reservations
265-3550 fax
	Single room

Double room

Suite

Breakfast included
	$120.00

$130.00

$190.00



	Courtyard Panama
www.marriott.com
Vía Israel Punta Pacifica
301-0101

301-711 reservations
301-0102 fax
	Standard deluxe room

Double deluxe room

Breakfast included
	$119.00

$129.00



	Radisson Decapolis Panama
www.radisson.com
215-5000

215-6766 reservations
215-5784 fax
	Single room

Suite

Breakfast included
	$137.00

$157.00



	Hotel The Bristol
www.thebristol.com
Calle Aquilino De la Guardia 

265-7844
	King Deluxe
Double Deluxe
Junior Suite
Breakfast included
	$145.00

$165.00

$200.00



	Hotel Deville
www.devillehotel.com.pa
Calle Beatriz M. de Cabral
206-3100

206-6313 fax
	Junior Suite
Deluxe suite
Grand Suite 
Deluxe grand suite 
Breakfast included

	$120.00

$135.00

$200.00

$300.00

	Hotel for international press corps

Riande Continental
www.hotelesriande.com
Vía España
265-5114 reservations
	Standard single

Standard double

Executive floor:

Single

Double

Suite:

Single

Double

Breakfast included
	$100.00

$110.00

$160.00

$170.00

$250.00

$260.00



	Riande Granada
www.hotelesriande.com
Calle Eusebio A. Morales, El Cangrejo
264-4900

263-9787 fax
269-1068 reservations
	Standard single

Standard double

Superior floor:

Single

Double

Breakfast included
	$ 55.00

$ 60.00

$ 65.00

$ 75.00



	Marbella
www.hmarbella.com
263-2220

263-3622 fax
	Single room

Double room
	$ 35.00

$ 45.00

	Milán
www.hotelmilan.com
Calle Eusebio A. Morales, El Cangrejo
263-6130
	Economy single room
Single room
Suite
	$60.00

$70.00

$90.00

	Ejecutivo
www.elejecutivo.com
Aquilino De la Guardia y Calle 52
265-8011

269-1944 fax
	Single

Double


	$ 68.00

$ 78.00



	Torres de Alba
www.torresdealba.com.pa
Calle Eusebio A. Morales y “L” El Cangrejo
300-7130 - 300-7131 fax

	Suites
(family)
	$69.00



	Hotel Aramo
213-9131

214-3721 fax
	Single room
Double room
Triple room

	$35.10

$40.80

$49.50



	Crystal Suites
www.crystalsuites.com
Ave. Samuel Lewis y Vía Brasil
263-5111  

264-8125 fax
263-2644 reservations

	Executive suite

Junior suite

Junior suite plus

Grand suite

Breakfast included
	$75.00

$85.00

$95.00

$125.00



	Sevilla Suites
www.sevillasuites.com
Calle Eusebio A. Morales
213-0016

223-6344 fax
	Junior Suite
Executive premium
Grand Seville
	$55.00

$70.00

$70.00


	Suites Ambassador
www.suiteambassador.com.pa
Calle D. El Cangrejo, Apdo. 5384

263-7274

264-7872 fax

	Ambassador studio
Ambassador suite

Breakfast included
	$80.00

$90.00



	Coral Suites
www.coralsuites.net
Calle D. El Cangrejo
269-3898

269-2727

269-0083 fax

	Executive suites:

Single

Double

Junior suites


	$65.00

$80.00

$80.00




4. Flights

Delegates of member states, permanent observers to the OAS, representatives of international organizations, and other participants should reserve their round-trip flights as early as possible, directly with the airlines or their travel agencies.  COPA Air has reserved space for the week of June 1 to 6 for the ministers of foreign affairs of those OAS member states with which it has commercial routes.  Delegates can receive a special 20% discount by visiting www.copaair.com and/or communicating with COPA Air sales offices in their countries.
5. Flight registration forms

It is essential that foreign ministers, member state delegates, permanent observers to the OAS, special guests, representatives of international organizations, and other participants send the attached flight registration form to the organizing committee no later than May 10, 2007, by e-mail to cumbrepa@mire.gob.pa   Sending these arrival and departure flight itineraries will facilitate their arrival and reception in the country and their transfer to and from the hotels.
6. Luggage tags
To facilitate baggage claim upon arrival, as well as customs procedures, luggage should be identified with the tags that will be provided in advance to each delegation.


7. Arrival at the airport
Delegates of member states, permanent observers to the OAS, representatives of international organizations, and other participants will be met upon arrival at the appropriate terminals of Tocumen International Airport.  A protocol officer will escort them to the immigration and customs area and, when they exit the airport, to a bus that will take them to their hotels.  Special staff will help with baggage claim and transportation of bags to each delegate’s hotel. In accordance with airport security requirements, all luggage will be X-rayed.  

The Tocumen International Airport will also have three delegate assistance centers, marked with the event logo, to help delegates when necessary and facilitate immigration and baggage claim procedures.
The Republic of Panama will establish a transportation shuttle circuit for delegates of member states, permanent observers, special guests, and representatives of international organizations.  The circuit will include Tocumen International Airport and the official and alternative hotels listed for the event. 

8.
Local transportation during the General Assembly session
A collective transportation shuttle stopping at all meeting sites will be provided to delegates of member states, permanent observers to the OAS, representatives of international organizations, and other participants.  Shuttle service will also be provided for official protocolary events, according to the established program.
Participants requiring transportation to other events may hire taxis through their hotels’ transportation desks or concierges.
9. Liaison officers
The Republic of Panama will assign each visiting delegation a liaison officer.  The officer will provide orientation on the program, will keep delegations informed as to events locations, the protocol to be observed, and the means of available transport to various sites, will reconfirm commercial flights, and will assist in arranging meetings with public or private sector officials, at the express request of delegations.
10.
Panamanian entry and departure requirements
Attached hereto is information on visa requirements and on countries with which visa waiver agreements exist with the Republic of Panama.  If there is no Panamanian consulate or embassy in your country, kindly contact the Director of the Consular Department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ms. CARMEN HIM, telephone (507) 511-4167, fax 511-4030, or e-mail:  chim@mire.gob.pa, for the necessary arrangements.  General information on visa waivers is also available at the website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Panama: www.mire.gob.pa. 

11. Accreditation and registration of participants
For accreditation and registration purposes, kindly complete the registration form and send it to the OAS General Secretariat no later than May 10, 2007.  Late registration for official delegations will be held at the ATLAPA Convention Center, beginning on Tuesday, May 29, 2007, at 2:00 p.m. Each delegation will be guided by its assigned liaison officer upon arrival in Panama.
Once registration and accreditation are completed, delegates and other participants will be issued identification cards or badges, which must be clearly displayed during all activities of the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly for security purposes.  Delegations and other participants are reminded that they must present copies of their official credentials when they register.
To facilitate registration, delegations of member states, permanent observers, representatives of international organizations, and special guests are requested to direct their letters of credentials and any other correspondence related to the General Assembly session to the following address:
Office of the Secretariat of the General Assembly
17th Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
Fax: (202) 458-3929

Issuance of your identification card and your inclusion on the list of persons authorized to enter the meeting facilities are contingent upon all information requested on the registration form being up-to-date and complete.
12.
Working languages and documents

The official languages for the proceedings of the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly are Spanish, French, English, and Portuguese.  Simultaneous interpretation will be provided in these four languages. 

13. Delegates’ lounge
The national coordinating office will set up a room for the delegates’ use, with computers, printers, and laptop connections, at the ATLAPA Convention Center.
14. Medical assistance
The medical assistance plan provides for installation of medical stations at the Sheraton, Miramar Intercontinental, El Panamá, and Riande Continental hotels and at the ATLAPA Convention Center, which will be equipped, as necessary, for emergency care around the clock throughout the event. 

Should a medical emergency arise, doctors and nurses will tend to and stabilize the patient at the medical station.  Afterward, if necessary, the patient will be transported immediately to the nearest hospital in one of the ambulances stationed at the hotels and meeting areas.
Arrangements have been made for medical services at the Hospital Paitilla and the Hospital San Fernando, which have the technical resources and staff to tend to all sorts of patients.  The cost will be borne by the delegation, international organization, or representative concerned.
15. Security
The Republic of Panama will guarantee the physical safety of the foreign ministers, their spouses, and all delegates visiting our country for the thirty-seventh regular session of the OAS General Assembly throughout the event.
All participants must carry the credentials issued by the OAS General Secretariat in order to enter the areas used for scheduled events.
Other persons invited to the inaugural ceremony and social events must present their invitations.
Security outside the hotels and in the vicinity will be provided by the National Police, through crowd control devices, the securing of physical installations, main locations, and objects, and other activities complementing the internal security system, to ensure the event proceeds smoothly.
16. Communications
The ATLAPA Convention Center and the official hotels will have international communications facilities.
The cost of domestic and international telephone calls and fax transmissions will be borne by the delegations placing the calls.
Any delegation wishing to install a special dedicated line for any room must request this through its country’s embassy.  Expenses incurred in its installation and use will be covered by the delegation concerned.
17. Rental of mobile telephones
Delegations wishing to rent cellular telephones may request a list of companies from the organizing committee.  Delegations may also make arrangements to rent cell phones through their delegations. Telephone companies will be invited to set up stations at the ATLAPA Conference Center and offer these services.
18. Bilateral meetings

The national coordinating office has reserved space for bilateral meetings at the Hotel Sheraton, for use by delegations during the event.  For this purpose, kindly send a written communication to the Office of Protocol of the General Secretariat at e-mail maalvarez@oas.org, telephones (202) 458-3718 / 3719, fax (202) 458-3722, or to the Conference Services Committee, 
e-mail cumbrepa@mire.gob.pa, telephones fax (507) 511 – 4040 ; telephone (507) 511 – 4253 / 511 – 4256.
19. Press center
A press center will be set up in the El Valle y las Totumas Room of the ATLAPA Convention Center, operational as of June 1, 2007.  It will be fully equipped with Internet, computers, printer, photocopier, laptop connections, closed-circuit TV, information available for satellite transmission, and facilities for access to international lines.
20. Other information 

Location:  The Republic of Panama is at the center of the Western Hemisphere.  Its name means “abundance of fishes” in an indigenous language.  It has a territory of 75,517 km2 and a population estimated at 3,000,000.  It is bordered to the North by the Caribbean Sea, to the South by the Pacific Ocean, to the East by the Republic of Colombia, and to the West by the Republic of Costa Rica.
Weather:  On average, the temperature in Panama is between 25o and 35o C (77 to 90o F).  There are two seasons:  rainy and dry.  The rainy season runs from May to December, but the daytime is mostly warm and sunny.  Pleasant trade winds blow throughout the dry season, referred to as “Summer,’’ from mid-December through April.   Because of air conditioning, delegates should bring jackets to the meeting rooms.
Official language: The official language of the Republic of Panama is Spanish.  Businesses and services commonly have staff who speak English.
Official currency: The official currency of the Republic of Panama is the balboa.  However, the banknote in common use is the United States dollar.  Coins in denominations of one, five, 10, and 25 cents are circulated at par.
Taxes:  All purchases in Panama are subject to a 5% “transfer of movable goods tax’’ (ITBM-VAT), except medications, food, and school supplies.
Tipping:  Tips are not included in the bill at all restaurants.  It is customary to leave 10% to 15% of the total bill.
Business hours:
9:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. (continuous)
Local time:
GMT – 5
Electrical current: 
110 volts / 60 Hz  and 220V
Telephone area code:
(507)

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA

thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States 
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Panama City, June 3-5, 2007

(Please use the digital form at the General Assembly website
(http://www.oas.org/37ag)
INTERNATIONAL ACCREDITATION FORM

	Country / Organization

	

	1. PERSONAL DATA:

	Name:
	

	Position:
	

	Ministry/ Office:
	

	Postal address:
	

	Passport No:
	
	Date issued:
	

	Birth date:
	
	Birthplace:
	

	

	

	2. TYPE OF ACCREDITATION

	Head of delegation
	
	Delegate
	
	

	Permanent observer 
	
	

	Representative of international organization
	
	

	Other
	

	


Note: Return this form with all requested information no later than May 10, 2007, to the OAS General Secretariat in Washington, D.C., using the digital form at the General Assembly website: http://www.oas.org/37ag.  Also it may be sent by e-mail, as a digital file, with an ID-card-size face-front photograph in jpg format to the following address: registro-AG@oas.org
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA

Thirty-seventh regular session of the General

Assembly of the Organization of American States

Panama City, June 3-5, 2007
Submit by fax to: (507) 511-4042 / 511-4040
HOTEL RESERVATION FORM
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	2. LODGING:  See table of hotels in the information bulletin.

	HOTEL
	Type of room
	Arrival date

	Preferred hotel
	
	

	Second choice of hotel
	
	

	Third choice of hotel
	
	

	
	
	


Delegates of member states, permanent observers, representatives of international organizations, and other participants can be accommodated at the hotels included in the information bulletin.  The table includes the rates established by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. As is customary, lodging costs will be covered by participants, following usual hotel industry practices.

	Note: To place and guarantee your reservation, provide number and photocopy of credit card. Send to the organizing committee no later than May 2, 2007,  at fax number + (507) 511-4042 / 511-4040



	Note:  All delegations’ room reservation requests, without exception, must be sent by May 2, 2007.  After that date, the rates indicated will not be guaranteed; rooms that have been set aside will be automatically released. After that date, the lodging coordinators will be unable to assume any responsibility or offer any guarantee as to the established rates or availability of rooms at the official hotels selected for the General Assembly session.


MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA

thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly 
of the Organization of American States 
Panama City, June 3-5, 2007

FLIGHT REGISTRATION FORM
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Note: Return this form, with all requested information, no later than May 10, 2007, to the General Coordination Office, telephones fax: + (507) 511 – 4040 / 4042, e-mail: cumbrepa@mire.gob.pa.
CLASIFICACIÓN MIGRATORIA DE PANAMÀ 

VISA AUTORIZADA

América: Cuba, Haití, Suriname

Europa: Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Macedonia, Serbia y Montenegro

Asia: Afganistán, Arabia Saudita, Armenia, Azerbaiyán, Bahrein, Bangladesh, Bhután, Brunei, Camboya, Rep. Popular China, Emiratos Árabes Unidos, India. Indonesia, Irán, Irak, Jordania, Kazajstán, Kirguistan, Kuwait, Laos, Líbano, Malasia, Myanmar, Nepal, Omán, Pakistán, Qatar, Rep. Popular Democrática de Corea, Siria, Sri Lanka, Tayikistán, Turkmenistán, Uzbekistán, Yemen, Las Filipinas, Turquía. 

África: Argelia, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Chad, Costa de Marfil, Djibuti, Eritrea, Egipto, Etiopía, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Guinea Ecuatorial, Kenia, Lesotho, Liberia, Libia, Malí, Marruecos, Mauritania, Mozambique, Nambia, Níger, Nigeria, República Democrática del Congo, Ruanda, República Saharaui, Senegal, Sierra leona, Somalia, Sudán, Sudáfrica, Tanzania, Túnez, Uganda, Zambia.

VISA ESTAMPADA
América:  Ecuador, Perú, Rep. Dominicana

Europa: Bielorrusia, Bulgaria, Croacia, Georgia, Moldavia, Rumania, Rusia, Ucrania

Asia: Vietnam, Moldavia, Mongolia

Oceanía: Fiji, Isla Marshall, Islas Salomón, Kribati, Micronesía, Nauru,  Palau, Papúa Nueva Guinea, Samoa Occidental, Tonga, Tuvalú, Vanuatu.

África: Angola, Bostwana, Cabo Verde, Camerún, Gabón, Ghana, Isla Comores, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauricio, Republica Centroafricana, República del Congo, Santo tomé y Príncipe, Seychelles, Suazilandia, Togo, Zimbawe.

VISA ESTAMPADA O TARJETA DE TURISMO

América: Canadá, Estados Unidos, México, Belice, Antigua y Barbudas, Bahamas, Barbados, Dominicana, Granada, Jamaica, San Cristóbal y Nevis, Santa Lucia, Trinidad y Tobago, Guyana, Venezuela.

Asia: Japón, Tailandia

Oceanía: Australia, Nueva Zelanda 

PAISES QUE NO NECESITAN VISA PARA INGRESAR A PANAMÀ

ACUERDO DE SUPRESIÓN DE VISA:

América:  Chile, Argentina, Bolivia, Uruguay, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Paraguay, Brasil, Nicaragua, Guatemala.

Europa:  Alemania, Hungría, Austria, Italia, Polonia., España, Portugal, Reino Unido, Países Bajos, Grecia, Luxemburgo, Bélgica, Francia, Suiza, Lituania, Letonia, Chipre

Asia: Singapur, Israel

EXENCION DE VISA:


América: Colombia

Europa: Andorra, Dinamarca, Eslovaquia, Eslovenia, Estonia, Irlanda, Islandia, Liechtenstein, Mónaco, Noruega, República Checa, Suecia, Malta, San Marino, Vaticano.

Asia: Republica de Corea (Corea del Sur).

ACUERDO DE SUPRESION DE VISA EN PASAPORTES DIPLOMÁTICOS OFICIALES, CONSULARES, ESPECIALES  ENTRE LA REPUBLICA DE PANAMA Y OTROS PAISES.

América: Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brasil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Chile, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, México, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Perú, Republica Dominicana, Saint Kitts y Nevis, San Vicente y las Granadinas, Trinidad y Tobago, Uruguay, Venezuela, 

Europa: Alemania, Austria, Bélgica, Chipre, Dinamarca, España, Francia. Federación de Rusia, Finlandia, Hungría, Italia, Lituania, Luxemburgo, Mónaco, Noruega, Países Bajos, Polonia, Portugal, Reino Unido de Gran Bretaña, Republica Checa, Republica Helénica, Republica de Letonia, Rumania, Santa Sede, Suecia, Suiza, Ucrania.

Asia: Israel.
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PERSONAL DATA:





Full name:________________________________________________________________


Position:__________________________________________________________________


Passport no.:________________________Date issued: ___________________


Birthdate: ___________________________


Telephone no.: _____________________________ E-mail address: __________________





Country:














                                                                





PERSONAL DATA:





Name: ____________________________________________________________





Position:___________________________________________________________





Ministry / Office:____________________________________________________





Passport nº:__________________________Date issued: ____________________





Birthdate: ___________________ Birthplace: ____________________________





2.	RECEPTION AT AIRPORT:





Head of delegation 	�		Delegate �


Alternate representative �		Observer �	Other____________________








3.	FLIGHTS:





Arrival date: _______________			Departure date: ____________________


Flight: ____________________			Flight: ___________________________


Time: ____________________			Destination: _______________________


From: ____________________			Departure time: ____________________
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