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DRAFT RESOLUTION
SUPPORT FOR THE INITIATIVE AIMED AT ERADICATING

CHILD MALNUTRITION IN THE AMERICAS
(Considered at the meeting of the General Committee of May 16, 2007)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING its declarations and resolutions AG/DEC. 31 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/DEC. 36 (XXXIV-O/04), and AG/RES. 2171 (XXXVI-O/06);

NOTING that Article 30 of the Charter of the Organization of American States declares that the member states, inspired by the principles of solidarity and inter-American cooperation, pledge themselves to a united effort to ensure international social justice in their relations and integral development for their peoples, as conditions essential to peace and security;

RECALLING that pursuant to that same OAS Charter and in light of all its provisions regarding the need to eradicate extreme poverty, one of the manifestations of that poverty is chronic child malnutrition, the impact of which on individual and collective well-being undermines health, education, productivity, and social cohesion, while perpetuating poverty and slowing economic growth;

RECALLING ALSO that the Plan of Action signed by the Heads of State and Government attending the Second Summit of the Americas in Santiago, Chile, in April, 1998, determined that governments should assign top priority to the reduction of infant malnutrition, concentrating efforts on health, nutrition, and nutrition education programs, especially those directed at children under three years of age, given that those are the years of greatest vulnerability.  To that end, more emphasis would be put on adequate nutrition and on correcting specific nutritional deficiencies, specifically with vitamin and mineral supplements combined with enhanced vaccination and immunization and monitoring of children’s growth;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that in the Declaration of Mar del Plata, adopted at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Argentina, in November 2005, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their commitment to fight poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion in order to raise the standard of living of our peoples and strengthen democratic governance in the Americas;

BEARING IN MIND the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, “Protocol of San Salvador,” in which the states parties to the American Convention on Human Rights, “Pact of San José, Costa Rica,” recognize that everyone has the right to adequate nutrition which guarantees the possibility of enjoying the highest level of physical, emotional, and intellectual development, and that in order to promote the exercise of that right and eradicate malnutrition, the states parties undertake to improve methods of production, supply, and distribution of food, in order to promote greater international cooperation in support of the relevant national policies;

RECALLING ALSO that the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) is the specialized organization of the Organization of American States (OAS) with responsibility for promoting the study of topics related to children, adolescents, and the family in the Americas and for generating technical instruments to help to resolve problems that affect them.  As child nutrition is an essential factor in the full development of individuals and societies, such cooperation with member state governments as the IIN is able to provide is welcome;
CONSIDERING the commitment entered into by the 34 independent countries of the Americas that ratified the OAS Charter and are members of the Organization, whose Heads of State and Government, while attending the 55th session of the United Nations General Assembly or “Millennium Summit of the United Nations,” adopted the Millennium Declaration, in which they committed to reducing by half the proportion of people living on less than a dollar a day and the proportion of people who suffer from hunger, by 2015;
RECOGNIZING that, despite the progress made toward achievement of the Millennium Development Goals set at that Summit, today there are still nine million children suffering from chronic malnutrition in Latin America and the Caribbean;

UNDERSCORING the special role of the World Food Programme (WFP) as a neutral, impartial, and independent institution, which, as an active member of the United Nations, strives to protect and assist the victims of all forms of hunger in the world and in the Hemisphere while helping to ensure that the issue of hunger is at the heart of international community concerns, and which proposes policies, strategies, and operations that directly benefit people stricken by poverty and hunger;

CONSIDERING that the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the World Food Programme (WFP) share a manifest interest in strengthening their cooperative ties by consolidating a strategic alliance through the conclusion of a cooperation agreement in support of the efforts of governments of the region to eradicate hunger and malnutrition and to prepare for and respond to emergency situations, in order to fulfill the Millennium Development Goals.  The proposed text of said agreement provides for participation by the Regional Humanitarian Volunteer Corps Network of the White Helmets Initiative, promoted by the Argentine Republic and/or by other organizations with competence in international cooperation areas;
RECOGNIZING that vast experience has been gained in implementing plans, projects, and programs to combat malnutrition and, despite results obtained, the nutritional status of children under the age of 5 in the region remains a concern in many countries, requiring further focused and cost-effective efforts to achieve sustainable progress, the INITIATIVE AIMED AT ERADICATING CHILD MALNUTRITION addresses the concern of the countries of the region regarding this situation and takes account of their express request to develop a regional program to meet that objective;
NOTING AND WELCOMING the political support obtained from the following regional forums for the INITIATIVE AIMED AT ERADICATING CHILD MALNUTRITION:

The Annual Meeting of the Central American and Dominican Republic Ministers of Health (RESSCAD XXI), held in Belize in September 2005, which addressed the importance of adequate nutrition for children, especially infants under the age of three, pregnant women, and breast-feeding mothers, and whose final Declaration requested the World Food Programme (WFP) to develop a regional project aimed at eradicating child malnutrition in the Central American region, that would identify sources of financing in support of that initiative, in coordination with governments and other cooperation agencies.  With that mandate, the WFP and the Inter-American Development Bank initiated a joint process of consultation among the governments concerned;

The Special Meeting of the Central American Integration System (SICA), held on March 9, 2006, at which the Heads of State and Government welcomed the development of a regional initiative and offered to cooperate fully in formulating a project to eradicate chronic child malnutrition in SICA countries within the next 10 years, with the support of the WFP and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB);

The initiative and agreements of the Regional Technical Consultation held in Panama in June 2006, which received international support in the Declaration of Panama at the XXVIII Regular Meeting of the Heads of State and Government of SICA, in July 2006, which also requested the support of the WFP and the IDB in drawing up the regional program for eradicating child malnutrition;

The Annual Meeting of the Central American and Dominican Republic Ministers of Health (RESSCAD XXII), held in September 2006, at which the ministers of health of Central America and the Dominican Republic agreed to support the drawing up of a “National Plan for the Eradication of Child Malnutrition” in each of the countries in the next few months;

The Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors of the IDB, held in Guatemala City on March 19, 2007, at which–for the first time in the history of the IDB–the governors of seven countries of Central America and the Dominican Republic undertook to make the eradication of child malnutrition a top priority in poverty reduction strategies and to help expedite actions aimed at eradicating chronic child malnutrition in the region, a commitment underwritten in the Declaration of Guatemala; and

The Meeting of Ministers of Health of the Andean Region (XXVIII REMSAA), held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, in March 2007, which adopted the resolution assigning top priority to national programs for the eradication of malnutrition and to achievement of the Millennium Development Goals by 2015; requested the Executive Secretariat of the Andean Health Organization –Hipólito Unanue Agreement (ORAS CONHU)–to arrange top-level meetings on the subject of the eradication of child malnutrition; and proposed establishing a technical committee to address the issue of nutrition in each country, with a view to drawing up a proposed Regional Plan for the Eradication of Child Malnutrition,
RESOLVES:

1.
To urge the member states to give top priority in their poverty reduction strategies to eradication of child malnutrition in the Hemisphere, with particular emphasis on effective measures to prevent and eradicate chronic malnutrition of children under five years of age and to link that to a strategy to combat the lack of the micronutrients (vitamins and minerals) that are essential for their physical and mental development.

2.
To urge those member states that have not already done so to consider joining this Initiative and supporting the actions of the states of the region most affected by chronic child malnutrition that are aimed at achieving that goal, by facilitating, through allocation of the necessary resources, the execution of child malnutrition eradication programs consisting of affordable and provenly reliable actions.

3.
To call upon member states to continue supporting the work of national bodies dedicated to eradicating chronic child malnutrition or, in the case of states lacking such bodies, to consider establishing such bodies.

4.
To thank the World Food Programme (WFP) and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) for their support of this Initiative and to urge them–and the rest of the international community, especially the World Health Organization (WHO)–to consider providing such cooperation as is needed to develop a plan of action and program to support and strengthen horizontal cooperation mechanisms among countries, including, inter alia, solidarity in emergency situations, regular exchanges of standardized technical, economic, and epidemiological information, and joint activities in nutrition-related research projects, technical assistance, human resource training, and knowledge management.

5.
To request the General Secretariat to develop, in coordination with the WFP, a work plan for disseminating and reinforcing implementation of the Initiative Aimed at Eradicating Child Malnutrition, that would include the organization of government conferences, as well as courses and seminars, for personnel in health, education, nutrition, agriculture, and other pertinent agencies in the member states of the Organization of American States.
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6.
To instruct the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to follow up on this resolution and to report on its implementation to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.
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