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Item 15 on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION

SITUATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN INDIAN INSTITUTE

(Approved by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 23, 2007)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING its resolutions AG/RES. 1718 (XXX-O/00), “Reform of the Inter-American Indian Institute”; AG/RES. 1933 (XXXIII-O/03) and AG/RES. 2046 (XXXIV-O/04), “Support for the Restructuring of the Inter-American Indian Institute”; and AG/RES. 2131 (XXXV-O/05), “Situation of the Inter-American Indian Institute”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the observations and recommendations on the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, in particular regarding the annual report of the Inter-American Indian Institute (III) (AG/doc.4558/06 add. 5);

RECOGNIZING that the Inter-American Indian Institute was established in 1940, with the signing of the Pátzcuaro Convention, for the main purpose of fostering collaboration in the coordination of indigenous policies of the member states; of requesting, compiling, organizing, and distributing scientific research, legislation, historical archives, and other documents related to the indigenous peoples of the Americas; and of carrying out publication and dissemination activities to bring about an increased awareness of indigenous peoples [AG/RES. 2046 (XXXIV-O/04)];

RECOGNIZING LIKEWISE that, in 1953, the Institute became an inter-American specialized organization of the OAS, whose status was the subject of the Agreement between the Organization and the Institute dated October 28, 1985, and that it currently coordinates necessary research to foster a better understanding of the present situation of indigenous peoples of the region and provides technical assistance for the establishment of development programs for said indigenous peoples;

CONCERNED over the difficult financial situation that the III has endured for a considerable period of time, which significantly hampers its capacity to carry out the plans and achieve the objectives that led to its establishment;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the decision taken by the Governing Board of the III on October 2, 2001, whereby the commitment was renewed to support the Institute and preserve its historical and documentary heritage;
RECOGNIZING the urgency of examining the future of the III; and

BEARING IN MIND the need to continue reaffirming and broadening the commitment of states to promoting the integral development of indigenous peoples,

RESOLVES:

1.
To recognize the important historical work of the Inter-American Indian Institute (III) and the value of its historical and documentary heritage.
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2.
To request the Permanent Council to call, within the framework of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, for the establishment of a working group consisting of the III member countries and of other member states wishing to participate to:

a.
Study the situation of the Inter-American Indian Institute in order to present recommendations on its future, taking into account the proposals of its Director General, as well as inputs transmitted in writing by representatives of the indigenous peoples, experts, other entities interested in the matter, and civil society organizations, pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities;

b.
Consider the protection and overall development of the important historical and documentary resources of the Institute; and

c.
Report its findings to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs in the second half of 2007, to enable the Permanent Council to adopt the corresponding decisions.

3.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on the results of this resolution, which will be implemented within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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