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OBSERVATIONS BY THE PERMANENT MISSION OF COLOMBIA ON THE
DRAFT RESOLUTION “CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AND DEVELOPMENT

OF THE DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM”

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
BEARING IN MIND the debates on current challenges to the democratic system in the Americas and taking into account the grave social, economic, and cultural imbalances our countries are facing, which prevent them from strengthening and consolidating democracy;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the democratic system possesses suitable mechanisms for its development and enhancement;

RENEWING its trust in the commitment of all the countries to find ways to achieve the well-being of their peoples and to reinforce the universal values of sovereignty, liberty, independence, peace, solidarity, the common good, peaceful coexistence, and the rule of law for this and for future generations; as well as to ensure social justice and equality before the law without any kind of discrimination;
RECOGNIZING the outcomes of the Forum on Participatory Democracy organized by the working group responsible for reflecting on and analyzing the facets and conditions of citizen participation in the democracies of the Hemisphere with a view to identifying factors that might strengthen and promote such participation;
EXPRESSING ITS APPRECIATION for the Report of the Special Rapporteur of the working group established pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1684 (XXIX-O/99), on participatory democracy;
HAVING ASCERTAINED the indissoluble link between participation and democracy; and
ALTERNATIVE PARAGRAPH

REAFFIRMING that the participatory nature of democracy in our countries, in the various spheres of public life, helps to strengthen democratic values, freedom, and solidarity in the Hemisphere;

NEW PREAMBULAR PARAGRAPH

REAFFIRMING ALSO that participation by citizens in decisions related to their own development is a right and a responsibility; this is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy. Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy;
OBSERVING the tendency, both globally and in our Hemisphere, for peoples to demand positive solutions to their basic needs for work, education, and health,

NEW PREAMBULAR PARAGRAPH

CONSIDERING that the Declaration of Mar del Plata establishes that every effort must be made to take advantage of the possibilities offered by ICTs to increase efficiency and transparency in the public sector and to facilitate the participation of citizens in public life, thereby helping to strengthen democratic governance; and recognizing that democratic governance is interconnected with economic and social development in the region, as was recognized in its Plan of Action;

RESOLVES:

1.
To urge the states of the Americas to seek and to implement mechanisms facilitating the direct participation of citizens in public affairs so that, jointly, they may find solutions to the grave problems besetting the peoples of the Hemisphere.

ALTERNATIVE PARAGRAPH

To urge member states to promote and foster diverse forms of citizen, community, and civil society participation, which will help to ensure that the benefits of democracy are shared by society as a whole.
2.
To exhort the member states of the Americas to do their utmost to promote and foster diverse forms of participation in order to involve all segments of society in decision-making geared to the strengthening of democracy.
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3.
To recommend that the American states expand the network of information on public policies and programs in order to enable citizens to play a much more meaningful and useful part in the workings of government.
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