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Item 88 on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION

STRENGTHENING MECHANISMS FOR POLICY DIALOGUE
FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 143 (IX-O/04) and AG/RES. 1981 (XXXIV-O/04), CIDI/RES. 163 (IX-O/05) and AG/RES. 2077 (XXXV-O/05) “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development”, CIDI/RES. 179 (XI-O/06) and AG/RES. 2203 (XXXVI-O/06) “Reiteration and renewal of commitments and mandates in the area of inter-American cooperation for integral development,” and CIDI/RES. 192 (XII-O/07) “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development;”
CONSIDERING:

That Article 31 of the OAS Charter establishes that inter-American cooperation for integral development is the common and joint responsibility of member states, within the framework of the democratic principles and the institutions of the inter-American system;
That, in the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas, held in Monterrey, Mexico, in 2004, the Heads of State and Government recognized the urgent need for the Organization of American States (OAS) to strengthen mechanisms for combating poverty, such as the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI);

That, at the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City in 2001, the Heads of State and Government recognized the central role that the OAS plays in supporting the Summits process.  Further they gave instructions for the strengthening and reform, where appropriate, of the Organization’s institutional and financial mechanisms for supporting the Summits of the Americas process with regard to technical secretariat and support functions for ministerial and sectoral meetings on issues of importance to the Organization;
That the 1993 Protocol of Managua created CIDI in order to make OAS technical cooperation an effective and efficient tool to assist member states in their efforts to achieve integral development and eradicate poverty;

That sectoral meetings at the ministerial level and meetings of the inter-American committees within the framework of CIDI have generated great dynamism in the follow-up of the Summits of the Americas; and

That partnership for development efforts, in which countries at different stages of development and with different levels of experience participate, take place at two strategic levels:  the political level, intended to strengthen dialogue, agreements, and institutional mechanisms in order to identify priority areas to ensure targeted implementation, and  the technical cooperation level aimed at implementing political decisions  and priorities through cooperation activities, programs, and projects, within the framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development (2006-2009); and

BEARING IN MIND:

The need to strengthen partnership for development and to invest cooperation mechanisms within the inter-American system with greater coherence, relying on cooperation from international agencies for support to member states in the design of policies and in the preparation and implementation of the priority cooperation programs, projects, and activities of the member states;

The importance of the Summits of the Americas, ministerial meetings, and the inter-American committees in defining priorities to ensure targeted implementation of partnership for development, and the role that the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) should play in increasing the effectiveness of said implementation and in confronting the challenges of economic growth, alleviation of extreme poverty, and democratic governance;

That CIDI is the main inter-American forum for dialogue on integral development issues, and that it should generate mechanisms for strengthening partnership for development and act as a catalyst for mobilizing human, technical, and financial resources, and as a coordinator, within the OAS, for implementation of the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas process, in accordance with the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development (2006-2009); and

That Executive Order No. 05-03 rev. 3 established that the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) shall consist of the departments of Development Policies and Programs; of Education and Culture; of Trade, Tourism, and Competitiveness; of Sustainable Development; of Social Development and Employment; and of Science and Technology, for the purpose, inter alia, of contributing to strengthening mechanisms for policy dialogue,

RESOLVES:

1. To agree that the meetings of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), within the framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development, must play a more active role in inter-sectoral coordination and sharing of experiences.
2. To reiterate its commitment to continue strengthening those mechanisms for policy dialogue and partnership for development that assist member states in their efforts to achieve integral development and combat poverty.

3. To reiterate that the cooperation programs, projects, activities, and initiatives generated by member states, in the framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development (2006-2009), must respond to the mandates of the General Assembly, the Summits of the Americas and to the policies and guidelines established at ministerial meetings and/or meetings of the inter-American committees in order to ensure targeted implementation of partnership for development and the reinforcement of cooperation strategies arising therefrom.

4. To entrust the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI), with conducting a comprehensive examination of the operations and funding of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (AICD) and with presenting its conclusions and recommendations to CIDI in 2008. To this effect, the CEPCIDI will take into account the recommendations handed down by the relevant organs, in particular those of the Management Board of the IACD.

5. To remind the sectoral authorities that, through decisions adopted at their meetings held within the framework of CIDI, they may recommend modifications to the areas of action established in the Strategic Plan for Integral Development (2006-2009).  The modifications will be considered by CIDI for adoption and subsequent incorporation into the Strategic Plan.

6. To request authorities involved in sectoral processes to ensure coordination with other member states in the preparation of ministerial meetings and meetings of the inter-American committees, with support from the General Secretariat, and, in particular, the units and offices that serve as technical secretariats for those processes, so as to allow for a substantive dialogue with a view to formulating policies, defining priorities, and developing activities.

7. To suggest to the sectoral authorities that, in preparing for, conducting, and following up on ministerial meetings or meetings of the inter-American committees, they give consideration to active participation by the relevant international organs, agencies, and entities, particularly those of the inter-American system, to enable member states to benefit from their skills, knowledge, and experiences in defining policies and in designing and implementing partnership for development programs, projects, and activities.

8. To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) and, in particular, its offices responsible for serving as technical secretariats for sectoral processes within CIDI to give preference to said processes in their activities and to ensure that this is reflected in any work plans and reports they present.

9. To instruct SEDI, in coordination with the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, to support linkages between ministerial meetings and meetings of the inter-American committees and the Summits of the Americas process, as well as with the distribution of information to the follow-up mechanisms of that process.

10. To instruct SEDI to prepare a progress report on achievement of the objectives of the current Strategic Plan and present it to the thirteenth meeting of CIDI in order to facilitate CEPCIDI’s evaluation of the Plan.

11. To instruct CIDI to continue considering mechanisms and methods for furthering the process of strengthening policy dialogue and partnership for development, particularly as regards following up on the Summits Process and the structure, representation, nature, and purpose of CIDI’s regular and special meetings and their relationship with CEPCIDI, and the role that could be played by national development and/or cooperation agencies or entities, and to submit its conclusions and recommendations to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.
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