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Item 89 on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION

STRENGTHENING TECHNICAL COOPERATION
FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 144 (IX-O/04), AG/RES. 1982 (XXXIV-O/04),CIDI/RES. 163 (X-O/05), and AG/RES. 2078 (XXXV-O/05), “Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 179 (XI-O/06) and AG/RES. 2203 (XXXVI-O/06) “Reiteration and renewal of commitments and mandates in the area of inter-American cooperation for integral development”; CIDI/RES 193 (XII-O/07) “Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development;”
CONSIDERING:

That, according to Article 94 of the Charter of the Organization of American States and Article 1 of the Statutes of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), CIDI is an organ of the OAS whose purpose is to promote cooperation among the American states for the purpose of achieving integral development and, in particular, helping to eliminate extreme poverty;
That the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development (2006-2009) provides that technical cooperation is important and embraces all member states, regardless of their level of development;

That the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI) is funded with voluntary contributions from member states and that its purpose is to contribute to the financing of national and multinational cooperation programs, projects, and activities carried out under the Strategic Plan;

That the technical quality of the projects influences funding potential and effective project execution;

That it is necessary to develop a strategy for raising external funds to complement the important efforts of member states, so as to strengthen FEMCIDI's capacity to fund more projects; 

The need for the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) to define, within its sphere of competence, guidelines and strategies for raising and managing additional funds from different sources to finance cooperation activities;
That the Strategic Plan indicates that, in the spirit of the partnership for development, national institutions taking part in cooperation activities will have to take into account the priority areas and the guidelines contained in the Strategic Plan, to ensure that the projects and activities related to the Plan are tied to mandates of the Summits, ministerial meetings, or meetings of the inter-American committees and give priority to those of a multinational character;

That CIDI, in its resolution CIDI/RES. 143 (IX-O/04), decided that cooperation programs, projects, activities, and initiatives generated by member states, within the framework of the Strategic Plan, must respond to the mandates of the General Assembly, the Summits of the Americas, the ministerial meetings, and the inter-American committees so that cooperation strategies deriving therefrom may be strengthened;

That the Strategic Plan indicates that cooperation activities in the areas of action must, to the extent possible, include in their formulation, implementation, and evaluation the following:  (a) civil society participation; (b) environmental considerations; (c) human resource development; and (d) gender equality and equity;

That the technical secretariats of ministerial meetings and meetings of the inter-American committees provide support to member states in the preparation of projects funded with FEMCIDI resources and carry out activities to coordinate and execute said projects, as requested;

That the IACD is implementing a mechanism for evaluating cooperation activities funded by FEMCIDI, and has successfully concluded the third evaluation cycle;

That in addition to the evaluation conducted once a project is concluded, it is very important that projects have an adequate follow-up during the course of their execution; 
That the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI) has not yet concluded its consideration of the document “Criteria for the Presentation, Selection, and Evaluation of Projects Financed by FEMCIDI” (CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.252/04 rev. 10); and 

That, moreover, a process of reflection and consultation is taking place within CEPCIDI on the present structure of partnership for development, exploring numerous opportunities, with a view to strengthening it, 

RESOLVES:

1.
To reiterate that technical cooperation for integral development programs, projects, activities, and initiatives generated by the member states must respond to the mandates of the General Assembly, in particular mandates of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development (2006-2009), the Summits of the Americas, ministerial meetings, and/or meetings of the inter-American committees, and contribute especially to the elimination of extreme poverty and that priority be given to those of a multinational character, while continuing to recognize  the importance of national projects to member states.

2.
To recommend to member states that, to the extent possible, the cooperation activities they present in the areas of action of the Strategic Plan include, as elements in their formulation, implementation, and evaluation, the following:  (a) civil society participation; (b) environmental considerations; (c) human resource development; and (d) gender equality and equity; and to instruct the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), when it considers cooperation projects, prepares the preliminary programming proposal for the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI), and evaluates technical cooperation activities, to verify whether the projects have included those elements, when appropriate.
3.
To recommend once again to the ministerial meetings and inter-American committees that they consider the formulation of projects that implement the mandates and political decisions referred to in the preceding operative paragraph, for timely presentation by a member state for financing from a variety of sources, including FEMCIDI. 

4.
To urge all the member states to contribute to FEMCIDI and, to the extent possible, increase their contributions to finance partnership for development activities.

5.
To request CEPCIDI to conclude its consideration of the document “Criteria for the Presentation, Selection, and Evaluation of Projects Financed by FEMCIDI” (CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.252/04 rev. 10) by January 31, 2008.


6.
To instruct CEPCIDI to continue, and if possible to expedite, the process of reflection and consultation on the current structure of partnership for development, and to include in this process a comprehensive review of the norms governing the matter in the OAS, in light of the cooperation needs of the states and the diverse capacities of each, and taking into account the structural needs within the General Secretariat. 


7.
To further instruct CEPCIDI, in the framework of the aforementioned consultation and review process, to initiate a dialogue on the possibility of implementing new cooperation mechanisms and modalities allowing for a more efficient use of the capacities of the OAS as a multilateral organization and of the capacities of all the Member States, through cooperation among states with different levels of development in projects of particular benefit to the relatively less developed countries.  


8.
To these ends, to request CEPCIDI to convene, by March 30, 2008, a special technical meeting at which national authorities and experts in cooperation will participate to consider the matter.

9.
To reiterate its request to the IACD to make special efforts to obtain additional financial and non-financial resources and, in that connection, to request that the Agency, within its capabilities, issue guidelines and define strategies for raising additional funds to finance partnership for development activities.  In this connection, to instruct SEDI to present, by September 30, 2007, a proposed strategy for raising external funds and, in coordination with the Management Board, to arrange for its implementation. 

10.
To instruct the IACD to continue to foster increased collaboration and synergy among all areas of the General Secretariat that carry out cooperation activities financed with FEMCIDI resources or with resources from other sources, in particular those whose content is linked to the Strategic Plan, and to report to CEPCIDI on a regular basis in that regard.). 
11.
To note the results of the third FEMCIDI project evaluation cycle conducted by the IACD (AICD/JD/doc.106/06).
12.
To direct that the findings of that evaluation of the projects and programs be used by the partnership for development actors to enhance the efficiency, effectiveness, impact, and sustainability of the positive results of partnership for development activities and to support the mobilization of other resources.
13.
To instruct the General Secretariat to provide coordinated support to member states in the formulation, execution, and follow-up of cooperation activities.
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14.
To further instruct the General Secretariat to consolidate, update and distribute on a quarterly basis to member states, information related to all cooperation projects that are proposed, evaluated and carried out in the framework of the OAS, in order to have pertinent information for the process of reflection and decision-making mentioned in paragraph 6.

15.
To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to work with the member states to achieve optimum technical quality in the projects.

16.
In this regard, to instruct SEDI to organize as necessary, prior to the start of the 2008 FEMCIDI programming cycle, subregional coordination meetings, in order to support member states in the development and design of projects, preferably with a subregional focus, that will lead, inter alia, to improvements in the technical quality of projects, the sharing of successful experiences, and best practices that can be more broadly applied.
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