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Item 90 on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION

STRENGTHENING THE SUBSTANTIVE POLICY DIALOGUE IN THE FRAMEWORK
OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 164 (X-O/05) “Strengthening the substantive policy dialogue in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development” and CIDI/RES. 179 (XI-O/06) “Reiteration and renewal of commitments and mandates in the area of inter-American cooperation for integral development,” and CIDI/RES. 194 (XII-O/07) “Strengthening the substantive policy dialogue in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development;”

Resolutions AG/RES. 2079 (XXXV-O/05) “Strengthening the substantive policy dialogue in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development” and AG/RES. 2203 (XXXVI-O/06) “Reiteration and renewal of commitments and mandates in the area of inter-American cooperation for integral development;”

CONSIDERING:

That, in the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government recognized the urgent need for the Organization of American States (OAS) to strengthen mechanisms for combating poverty, such as the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI);

That the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) are principal organs of OAS, on an equal footing and at the same juridical and political level, and directly  responsible to the General Assembly;
That each of the two Councils has the functions assigned to it in the OAS Charter and in other inter-American instruments, as well as those conferred on it by the General Assembly and the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs;

That the purpose of CIDI is to promote partnership for development among the American states with a view to achieving their integral development, and, in particular, contributing to the elimination of extreme poverty, the principal scourge that the Hemisphere faces;

That the OAS Charter establishes that CIDI shall hold at least one meeting each year at the ministerial or equivalent level and shall have the right to convene meetings at the same level for the specialized or sectorial topics it considers relevant, within its sphere of competence;

That the inter-American ministerial meetings held in the different sectoral areas have been very successful and have given rise to substantive and productive dialogue among their respective authorities; 

That resolutions AG/RES. 1981 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2077 (XXXV-O/05) “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development,” and AG/RES. 2203 (XXXVI-O/06) “Reiteration and renewal of commitments and mandates in the area of inter-American cooperation for integral development” instructs CIDI to continue considering mechanisms and methods for furthering the process of strengthening policy dialogue and partnership for development, particularly as regards following up on the Summits of the Americas process and the structure, representation, nature, and purpose of CIDI’s regular and special meetings and their relationship with the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI);

That, pursuant to its Statutes, CIDI comprises one principal representative, of ministerial or equivalent rank, for each member state, who is specially appointed by the respective government;

That CIDI serves as a catalyst for the mobilization of human, technical, and financial resources and, within the OAS, coordinates implementation of the mandates that emerge from  the Summits of the Americas process, in its area of competence, in accordance with the provisions of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development (2006-2009); and


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the important mandates emanating from CIDI, the sectoral and, ministerial meetings, as well as those from meetings of high level authorities in the economic, social, educational, cultural, labor, tourism, sustainable development, scientific, and technological areas, makes it necessary and fundamental for the member states at CIDI meetings to engage in  substantive policy dialogue on the topic that is covered and to achieve progress in the formulation of policies, the definition of priorities and the development of specific actions aimed at promoting integral development,

RESOLVES:

1. To reiterate to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to evaluate the usefulness of having more than one meeting of CIDI each year, so that it would be possible to deal with procedural matters, particularly those that must be carried out prior to a General Assembly, separately from those issues requiring a substantive dialogue. 

2. To reiterate to the CEPCIDI to select, at least 6 months in advance, the specific topic that the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), will consider during its next meeting, so that the member states may be properly informed on the topic that they will address and so that CEPCIDI and the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) may carry out the preparatory work necessary to facilitate the substantive policy dialogue that is sought.

3. To invite the member countries of the OAS to appoint representatives at the ministerial level, its equivalent, or high authorities associated with the topic under consideration, to attend the meetings of CIDI, so that these meetings may give rise, at the policy level entrusted to CIDI in the OAS Charter, to the mandates, guidelines, and recommendations that should be implemented, and to follow–up on the work of its subsidiary organs and of the General Secretariat.

4. To request CEPCIDI to ensure, pursuant to Title III of CIDI’s Rules of Procedure and in coordination with the member states of the Organization and the pertinent authorities in the General Secretariat, that steps are taken to promote a substantive  policy dialogue at the ministerial level, its equivalent or with high authorities associated with the topic under consideration, aimed at formulating policies, defining priorities, and carrying out activities.
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To encourage the member states, with the support of the OAS General Secretariat, to promote and foster, among their governments, the participation of representatives at the ministerial level, its equivalent, or high authorities associated with  the topic under consideration, 

6. To request CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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