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Item 91 on the agenda
draft resolution

PoVERTY, EquiTY and SOCIAL INCLUSION:
FOLLOW-UP TO THE DeclaraTION OF Margarita


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 113 (VII-O/02) Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion: Follow-up to the Declaration of Margarita”, CIDI/RES. 130 (VIII-O/03) “High Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion”, CIDI/RES. 145 (IX-O/04) “Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion”, CIDI/RES. 165 (X-O/05), CIDI/RES. 179 (XI-O/06) “Reiteration and renewal of commitments and mandates in the area of inter-American cooperation for integral development” and CIDI/RES. 195 (XII-O/07) “ “Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion: Follow-up to the Declaration of Margarita;”

Resolutions AG/RES. 1854 (XXXII-O/02), “Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion: Follow-up to the Declaration of Margarita”, AG/RES. 1962 (XXXIII-O/03), “High Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion”, AG/RES. 1983 (XXXIV-O/04) “Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion”, AG/RES. 2081 (XXXV-O/05)  “Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion: Follow-up to the Declaration of Margarita” and AG/RES. 2203 (XXXVI-O/06) “Reiteration and renewal of commitments and mandates in the area of inter-American cooperation for integral development;”


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the High Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion, which took place in Isla de Margarita, Venezuela, from October 8 to 10, 2003, adopted the Declaration of Margarita”, (RANPEIS/DEC. 1/03);

CONSIDERING:


That Article 2.g of the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that one of the essential purposes of the Organization is to eradicate extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere;

That the Declaration of Quebec City, adopted at the Third Summit of the Americas, states that “[w]e shall spare no effort to free our fellow citizens from the dehumanizing conditions of extreme poverty;”


That the Declaration of Nuevo León, adopted at the Special Summit of the Americas, recognizes that overcoming poverty, hunger, and social inequality are major challenges facing many countries of the Hemisphere in the 21st century;


That in the same Declaration the Heads of State and Government urged the OAS “to carefully consider the recommendations approved at the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, held on Isla de Margarita, Venezuela to strengthen the hemispheric social agenda;” 


That in the Declaration of Mar del Plata of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their “commitment to fight poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion in order to raise the standard of living of our peoples and strengthen democratic governance in the Americas;”


That in the resolution adopting the Inter-American Democratic Charter the General Assembly states in the preamble that “the fight against poverty, and especially the elimination of extreme poverty, is essential to the promotion and consolidation of democracy and constitutes a common and shared responsibility of the American states;”

That the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 1983 (XXXIV-O/04) “Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion”, endorsed the Declaration of Margarita and took note of the proposal to implement a follow-up to the High Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion, contained in CEPCIDI/doc. 594/03, as well as of the methodology for that implementation (CEPCIDI/doc. 611/04 corr. 1);

That in the Declaration of Margarita, the high level authorities of the OAS member states responsible for social development policies and programs, expressed their commitment to contributing, through ensuring that the Inter-American Council for Integral Development as the hemispheric policy forum for dialogue on combating poverty, to the follow-up and evaluation of the eight development goals established in the United Nations Millennium Declaration;

That the United Nations, through its Development Program (UNDP), the Economic Commission for Latin American and the Caribbean (ECLAC), as well as the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and other specialized agencies of the inter-American system, have given ample consideration to the goals established in the United National Millennium Declaration;

That, to a large extent, the follow-up to the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion will take place in the context of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development.  The Declaration of Margarita specifically proposes that the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) consider the need to deepen the commitments undertaken in the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and other international instruments on social matters in relation to the advancement and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights, and explore the possibility of having an instrument and mechanisms that respond to this aim; 
That resolution AG/RES. 1854 (XXXII-O/02) instructed the Permanent Council and CIDI, in light of the results of the Meeting of Margarita, to define jointly new actions to strengthen existing mechanisms for cooperation to support the OAS member states in combating poverty; and 

That the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI  was convened by resolutions CIDI/RES.160 (IX-O/04) and CIDI/RES.172 (X-O/05); and

That the Government of Chile has offered to host that ministerial meeting, to be held in the first half of 2008 (CEPCIDI/INF.7/07),

RESOLVES:

1. To entrust the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to carefully consider the recommendations approved during the High Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion. 
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To entrust to the Permanent Council and CIDI to consider, based on the proposal made in said meeting, mechanisms and instruments that make it possible to deepen the commitments undertaken in the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and other international instruments on social matters in relation to the advancement and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights.

3. To convoke, during the second half of 2007 or during the first half of 2008, in light of the commitment adopted in the Declaration of Margarita, a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to contribute “to the follow up, evaluation and supervising of the eight development goals established for the year 2015in the United Nations Millennium Declaration”.

4. To entrust the member states to report, at that joint meeting, on progress in achieving their respective national goals as they pertain to the development goals of the United Nations Millennium Declaration. 

5. To invite experts in this area to participate in that joint meeting, particularly from the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), as well as other pertinent agencies of the inter-American system, so that they can report on the progress made toward achieving the goals of the United Nations Millennium Declaration at the hemispheric level. 

6. To request the General Secretariat to lend its support, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, for holding that joint meeting.

7. To request CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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