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Item 102 on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION

SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS:  RENEWAL OF THE HEMISPHERIC
COMMITMENT TO FIGHT EXTREME POVERTY IN THE REGION
(Presented by the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and cosponsored by the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and Uruguay)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:


Resolutions AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05), and AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06), “Draft Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region”; and


The report on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06), contained in document GTC/CASA/doc.____________;
CONSIDERING that the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes as one of the Organization’s essential purposes the eradication of extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere;


BEARING IN MIND that the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, in the Declaration of Mar del Plata, adopted at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, encouraged the work of the OAS in drafting the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, “whose principles and objectives will be directed towards the achievement by member states of societies that offer all of our citizens more opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion”;


IMPLEMENTING the mandate of the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, contained in the Plan of Action adopted at the Summit of Mar del Plata, to “encourage the work now under way in the OAS, to conclude successfully the negotiation of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action”;

BEARING IN MIND the proposal by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela that, once the work on the drafting of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action has concluded, a special session of the General Assembly be held to adopt them;


WELCOMING WITH APPRECIATION the offer by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to host the above-mentioned special session of the General Assembly; and

CONVINCED of the ethical, political, and moral imperative to make all necessary efforts to advance more rapidly in preparing the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action,

RESOLVES:


1.
To welcome with great satisfaction the report on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06), “Draft Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region,” which reflects substantive progress in the work of drafting of the Social Charter of the Americas carried out by the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), in fulfillment of the mandate contained in that resolution.


2.
To ratify the commitment it undertook and entrusted to the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to work intensively to conclude negotiations on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action; and to express the sincere political will of all our countries to conclude and adopt those documents before the end of 2007.


3.
[Bracketed by the United States:
To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the Organization of American States to prepare the Draft Plan of Action, conceived for the attainment of specific, feasible goals, on the basis of existing mandates, and following the structure of the Social Charter of the Americas.  [Nicaragua: That draft must be delivered to the aforementioned Joint Working Group in mid-August 2007.] ]
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4.
[Bracketed by the United States: To instruct the Permanent Council, once the negotiation process has concluded, to convene a special session of the General Assembly, [El Salvador: considering the offer to host by the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela] [Chair: to be held in Venezuela,] for adoption of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action.]
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