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Item 96 on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION

PARTICIPATION OF WORKERS’ REPRESENTATIVES IN 
ACTIVITIES OF THE Organization of American States 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN resolution CIDI/RES. 201 (XII-O/07), “Participation of Workers’ Representatives in OAS Activities”;

CONSIDERING that the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) recognizes the importance of the contribution of civil society organizations such as labor unions, to the life of society and to the development process;
RECOGNIZING:

That, in the Declaration of Quebec City, of the Third Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government “call upon all citizens of the Americas to contribute to the Summit process; ” and
That, in the Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government pledged to “promote an inclusive social tripartite and transparent dialogue as an instrument for the proposition of policies and resolution of labor conflicts in order to strengthen representation and stimulate the participation of unions and of employer organizations in the formulation and implementation of national policies for the promotion of decent work;”
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That, in the Declaration of Mexico of the XIV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor of the OAS, a commitment was made “to promoting and facilitating dialogue in the context of labor relations and at the national, subregional, and hemispheric levels;” and

That the same Declaration recognized the essential and unique advisory role played by workers’ organizations in defining labor and employment policies, as well as the necessary role and advisory functions of the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE);
BEARING IN MIND that the Inter-American Democratic Charter emphasizes that the promotion and strengthening of democracy requires the full and effective exercise of workers’ rights and the application of core labor standards, as recognized in the International Labour Organization (ILO) Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work, and its Follow-up, adopted in 1998, as well as other related fundamental ILO conventions.  Democracy is strengthened by improving standards in the workplace and enhancing the quality of life for workers in the Hemisphere; and
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TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the “Workers’ Representatives Recommendation, 1971”(R143), adopted by the General Conference of the International Labour Organization (ILO), which states that “the term workers’ representatives means persons who are recognised as such under national law or practice, whether they are (a) trade union representatives, namely representatives designated or elected by trade unions or by the members of such unions; or (b) elected representatives, namely representatives who are freely elected by the workers of the undertaking in accordance with provisions of national laws or regulations or of collective agreements and whose functions do not include activities which are recognised as the exclusive prerogative of trade unions in the country concerned,”

RESOLVES:
1. Invite the workers’ representatives in each of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS), recognized as such by virtue of the national law or practice to hold a dialogue with the ministers of foreign affairs, prior to the inaugural sessions of the OAS General Assembly and the Summits of the Americas, so that said representatives may make recommendations and proposals for initiatives related to the theme of the General Assembly or the Summits of the Americas and directed toward the member states and the OAS.
2. To instruct the OAS General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to issue invitations to workers’ representatives in each of the OAS member states and to hold consultations with them regarding the nature and characteristics of such dialogues.  In order to hold and organize such dialogue, SEDI will request the support and the assistance of the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE).
3. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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