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Item 12.a on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION

FIFTEENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF LABOR

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 181 (XI-O/06) and AG/RES. 2205 (XXXVI-O/06) “Report on the XIV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor,” CEPCIDI/RES. 129 (CXXIX-O/06), “Convocation of the XV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor” and CIDI/RES. 202 (XII-O/07), “Fifteenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”;
CONSIDERING:

That the theme of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, in November 2005, was “Creating Jobs to Fight Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance”;
That at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government recognized the vital contributions of Ministries of Labor to the achievement of the objectives of the Fourth Summit of the Americas… and to the promotion of decent work and policies that encourage investment and economic growth with equity”, and, to this end, they undertook to “continue to promote cooperation among Labor Ministries, in the context of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML)”;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That at the XIV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, held in Mexico City in September 2005, the participants welcomed the offer of Trinidad and Tobago to host the XV IACML;

That, as part of the follow-up to the XIV IACML, a planning meeting took place in Washington, D.C., in December 2005 among the countries in the “Troika,”(Brazil, Mexico, and Trinidad and Tobago), the coordinators of the working groups of the Conference, representatives of the International Labour Organization (ILO), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), and advisory bodies of the IACML: the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Business Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL); 

That the Working Groups of the IACML met in April 2006 in Mexico City and in May 2007 in San José, Costa Rica, to continue their follow-up work on the Plan of Action of the XIV IACML and established the scope and content of the reports to be submitted to the XV IACML;

That from July 11 to 13, 2007, a technical meeting will be held in Trinidad and Tobago to prepare for the XV IACML with a view to reaching agreements on the draft declaration and draft plan of action and to approving the reports of the working groups;
That the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (INLA/RIAL)–a product of the IACML–has been put in place as a mechanism for strengthening the institutional and human capacities of the labor ministries in the region though horizontal cooperation and technical assistance; 

That the member states have conducted, with the support of the General Secretariat, extensive follow-up to the XIV IACML as well as preparations for the XV IACML; and

TAKING NOTE that the Government of Trinidad and Tobago offered to host the Fifteenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor in Port-of-Spain from September 11 to 13, 2007,
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RESOLVES:

1. To accept with gratitude the offer by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago to host the Fifteenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor in Port-of-Spain from September 11 to 13, 2007.

2. To call upon the XV IACML to continue to coordinate its priorities within the mandates of the Fourth Summit of the Americas and to support related follow-up activities.
3. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to continue supporting the process of preparing for and following up on the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor and to report periodically to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on that process.

4. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through SEDI, the coordination of the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (INLA/RIAL), which was created by the IACML to strengthen the institutional capacities of the labor ministries of the region.

5. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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