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DRAFT DECLARATION

“COORDINATION OF VOLUNTEERS IN THE HEMISPHERE IN RESPONSE 

TO NATURAL DISASTERS AND THE FIGHT AGAINST HUNGER AND

POVERTY – WHITE HELMETS INITIATIVE”

(Approved by the General Committee at its meeting of May 22, 2007)

THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF MEMBER STATES, GATHERED IN PANAMA ON THE OCCASION OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

UNDERSCORING the importance that the international community attaches to the development of effective national, regional, subregional, and international mechanisms for dealing with natural disasters, as well as the need for proper coordination to ensure timely and appropriate responses across crises;

RECOGNIZING that the development of the White Helmets Initiative contributes to efforts to alleviate critical situations of hunger and poverty in the Hemisphere, [Canada:], and has assisted populations afflicted by natural and other disasters, by promoting an effective and appropriate transition from emergency aid to recovery, reconstruction, and development;

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION resolutions AG/RES. 1351 (XXV-O/95), AG/RES. 1403 (XXVI-O/96), AG/RES. 1463 (XXVII-O/97), and AG/RES. 2018 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2165 (XXXVI-O/06) and declaration AG/DEC. 45 (XXXV-O/05);

RECALLING that, in the Declaration of Mar del Plata of the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Argentina, November 2005), the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their commitment to fight poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion; noted with concern the increased intensity of natural and man-made disasters and their devastating impact on human lives, infrastructure, and economies in the Hemisphere; and called for action at the national, regional, and international levels to strengthen disaster management programs;

BEARING IN MIND United Nations General Assembly resolutions A/RES/46/182, “Strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian emergency assistance of the United Nations,” including the Guiding Principles contained in its annexes, and A/RES/61/220, “Participation of volunteers, "White Helmets", in the activities of the United Nations in the field of humanitarian relief, rehabilitation and technical cooperation for development”;

APPRECIATING the establishment and consolidation of the Regional Humanitarian Volunteer Corps Network, with the participation of Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, and Uruguay, and the interest shown by other member states in joining this regional initiative;

UNDERSCORING that the Special White Helmets Fund is in a position to receive voluntary contributions by member states, permanent observers, the international community, and multilateral organizations, as well as from private sources and individuals that express interest in the White Helmets initiative and its activities;

UNDERSCORING ALSO that, in 2006, the OAS/IDB/WH Program executed humanitarian assistance projects in Ecuador, Honduras, Jamaica, Paraguay, and Uruguay within the framework of the Third Call, and, in Guatemala and Trinidad and Tobago, organized technical assistance workshops to promote the establishment of national humanitarian volunteer corps and their coordination in the Hemisphere;

NOTING that in the second half of 2007 the OAS/IDB/WH Program plans to carry out activities in Bolivia, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, and Trinidad and Tobago, as well as in the Belize-Guatemala Adjacency Zone;

CONCERNED by the fact that disasters have repeatedly overwhelmed national capacities and have, on occasion, severely strained existing regional and international coordination mechanisms;


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the incorporation of the White Helmets Initiative and the Regional Humanitarian Volunteer Corps Network in the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation and the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) of the OAS; and

CELEBRATING the interest shown by the White Helmets Initiative and the World Food Programme (WFP) in joining forces to enhance food and nutritional security in the Hemisphere, through cooperation agreements, such as the General Cooperation Agreement between the OAS General Secretariat (GS/OAS) and the WFP and the cooperation agreements between the White Helmets of Argentina and the Regional Headquarters of the WFP in Panama and its subsidiary headquarters in Guatemala and Bolivia,

DECLARE:

1. Their continued support for the White Helmets Initiative as a hemispheric mechanism providing human and technical resources for dealing with humanitarian, social, and developmental emergencies in the region, as well as for providing and facilitating effective responses to disaster situations.

2. Their recognition of the work done in the framework of the OAS/IDB/White Helmets Program and in the strengthening of the Regional Humanitarian Volunteer Corps Network with technical assistance projects, missions, and workshops.

3. Their satisfaction at the decision taken by the White Helmets of Argentina to join forces with those of the OAS and the WFP in order to engage in joint activities in support of the most vulnerable sectors and their support for strong cooperation and coordination between the White Helmets and existing UN mechanisms and processes.
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4.
The need to continue making progress with the development of international programs aimed at reducing hunger and poverty and mitigating the effects of disasters, including the cooperation of the White Helmets Initiative and the Regional Humanitarian Volunteer Corps Network.
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