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DRAFT RESOLUTION

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM

(United States:  IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE)
[Canada: (new title) CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AND DEMOCRACY]

(Approved by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 25, 2007)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
PP1
BEARING IN MIND the debates on current challenges to the democratic system in the Americas and taking into account the grave social, economic, and cultural imbalances our countries are facing, which prevent them from strengthening and consolidating democracy;

New PP1
(Argentina: RECALLING that one of the essential purposes of the Organization is to promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect for the principle of nonintervention;)
(Source: Art. 2.b of the OAS Charter)

New PP1
(United States:  CONSIDERING that the Charter of the Organization of American States recognizes that representative democracy is indispensable for the stability, peace, and development of the region, and that one of the purposes of the OAS is to promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect for the principle of nonintervention;)

PP1
(Canada:  BEARING IN MIND the grave social and economic inequalities that many of our countries are facing that represent challenges to the strengthening and consolidation of democracy;)

PP2
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the democratic system possesses suitable mechanisms for its development and enhancement;

New PP2
(Argentina:  RECALLING that the effective exercise of representative democracy is the basis for the rule of law and of the constitutional regimes of the member states of the Organization of American States, and that representative democracy is strengthened and deepened by permanent, ethical, and responsible participation of the citizenry within a legal framework conforming to the respective constitutional order;)

(Source: Article 2, IADC)

New PP2
(United States:  REAFFIRMING the commitment of the member states of the Organization to the full exercise and application in the Hemisphere of the democratic principles and values set forth in the OAS Charter and the Inter-American Democratic Charter, with due respect for the principle of nonintervention;)

PP2
(Canada:  TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the democratic system possesses suitable mechanisms for its development and enhancement, Note:  If there are specific “mechanisms” that are being referred to, these should be detailed.  Otherwise, we suggest deleting the paragraph.)
PP3
RENEWING its trust in the commitment of all the countries to find ways to achieve the well-being of their peoples and to reinforce the universal values of sovereignty, liberty, independence, peace, solidarity, the common good, peaceful coexistence, and the rule of law for this and for future generations; as well as to ensure social justice and equality before the law without any kind of discrimination;

PP3
(Argentina proposes that paragraph 1 of the original draft become paragraph 3)

BEARING IN MIND the debates on current challenges to the democratic system in the Americas and taking into account the grave social, economic, and cultural imbalances our countries are facing, which prevent them from strengthening and consolidating democracy;  

New PP3
(United States:  RECALLING THAT Article 6 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that it is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development.  This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy.  Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy;)

New PP3
(Canada:  REAFFIRMING the commitment of the member states to find ways to achieve the well-being of their peoples; as well as to promote social justice and equality;)

New PP3.1
(Canada:  REAFFIRMING that is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development. This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy.  Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy;)

(Article 6, IADC)

PP4.
RECOGNIZING the outcomes of the Forum on Participatory Democracy organized by the working group responsible for reflecting on and analyzing the facets and conditions of citizen participation in the democracies of the Hemisphere with a view to identifying factors that might strengthen and promote such participation;

PP4.
(Argentina: RECOGNIZING the outcomes of the Forum on Participatory Democracy organized by the working group responsible for reflecting on and analyzing the facets and conditions of citizen participation in the democracies of the Hemisphere with a view to identifying factors that might strengthen and promote such participation;)

PP4
(Argentina: proposes that paragraph 2 of the original draft with certain changes become paragraph 4: TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the democratic system possesses suitable mechanisms for its development and enhancement, and emphasizing the important and growing participation of citizens in the Hemisphere’s democracies;) 

New PP4
(United States:  RECALLING ALSO THAT Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that “the OAS will continue to carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, bearing in mind that democracy is a way of life based on liberty and enhancement of economic, social, and culture conditions for the peoples of the Americas.  The OAS will consult and cooperate on an ongoing basis with member states and take into account the contributions of civil society organizations working in those fields”;)

New PP4.
(Canada:  suggests deleting the paragraph, or as a second option suggests redrafting:  RECOGNIZING the Report of the Rapporteur on the Seminar for Analysis and Reflection on Participatory Democracy, held on April 10 and 11, 2000, at OAS headquarters;)

PP4.
(Argentina: RECOGNIZING the outcomes of the Forum on Participatory Democracy organized by the working group responsible for reflecting on and analyzing the facets and conditions of citizen participation in the democracies of the Hemisphere with a view to identifying factors that might strengthen and promote such participation;)

PP5
EXPRESSING ITS APPRECIATION for the Report of the Special Rapporteur of the working group established pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1684 (XXIX-O/99), on participatory democracy;

PP5
Argentina:
EXPRESSING ITS APPRECIATION of the Report of the Rapporteur of the working group established pursuant to AG/RES. 1684 (XXIX-O/99), on participatory democracy;)

PP5
(Argentina: proposes that paragraph 3 of the original draft become paragraph 5)

RENEWING its trust in the commitment of all the countries to find ways to achieve the well-being of their peoples and to reinforce the universal values of sovereignty, liberty, independence, peace, solidarity, the common good, peaceful coexistence, and the rule of law for this and for future generations; as well as to ensure social justice and equality before the law without any kind of discrimination;

New PP5
(United States:  TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the deep social, economic, and cultural challenges that our countries face in strengthening and consolidating democracy;)

PP5
Canada:  Suggests placing the paragraph in brackets until delegations have a chance to study the mentioned Report) [EXPRESSING ITS APPRECIATION for the Report of the Special Rapporteur of the working group established pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1684 (XXIX-O/99), on participatory democracy;]

PP6
HAVING ASCERTAINED the indissoluble link between participation and democracy; and

PP6
(Argentina:
HAVING ASCERTAINED the indissoluble link between participation and democracy; and)
New PP6
(Argentina:  TAKING NOTE of the Report of the Rapporteur on the  Seminar for Analysis and Reflection on Participatory Democracy, held in the framework of the Working Group on Representative Democracy, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1684 (XXIX-O/99), and acknowledging its results;)

PP6 
(The United States proposes that paragraph 2 of the original draft become new paragraph 6)

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the democratic system possesses suitable mechanisms for its development and enhancement;

PP6
(Canada:  RECALLING that representative democracy is strengthened and deepened by permanent, ethical, and responsible participation of the citizenry within a legal framework conforming to the respective constitutional order;)

PP7
OBSERVING the tendency, both globally and in our Hemisphere, for peoples to demand positive solutions to their basic needs for work, education, and health,

New PP7
(Argentina:
UNDERSCORING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that “[i]t is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development.  This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy. Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy”;)

(Source: Article 6, IADC)

PP7
(United States: proposes that paragraph 3 of the original draft become paragraph 7) RENEWING its trust in the commitment of all the countries to find ways to achieve the well-being of their peoples and to reinforce the universal values of sovereignty, liberty, independence, peace, solidarity, the common good, peaceful coexistence, and the rule of law for this and for future generations; as well as to ensure social justice and equality before the law without any kind of discrimination;
PP7
(Canada:  RECOGNIZING that the peoples of our hemisphere legitimately aspire to social justice and to positive solutions to their basic needs;)

PP8
(Argentina: proposes that paragraph 7 of the original text become paragraph 8)
OBSERVING the tendency, both globally and in our Hemisphere, for peoples to demand positive solutions to their basic needs for work, education, and health;

PP8
(United States: proposes that paragraph 4 of the original draft become paragraph 8, with the following changes)

RECALLING the outcomes of the Seminar for Analysis and Reflection on Participatory Democracy organized by the Working Group on Representative Democracy, which, among other items, was responsible for reflecting on and analyzing the facets and conditions of citizen participation in the democracies of the Hemisphere with a view to identifying factors that might strengthen and promote such participation;

New PP9
(United States:  TAKING NOTE of the report of the Working Group on Representative Democracy and the rapporteur’s report on the Seminar for Analysis and Reflection on Participatory Democracy (CP/CAJP-1638/00 corr. 1), held at OAS headquarters on April 10 and 11, 2000, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1684 (XXIX-O/99), “Participatory Democracy”;)

(From AG/RES. 1721, 2000)

PP10
(United States: proposes that paragraph 6 of the original draft become paragraph 10) HAVING ASCERTAINED the indissoluble link between participation and democracy; and

PP11
(United States:  proposes that paragraph 7 of the original draft become paragraph 11)  OBSERVING the tendency, both globally and in our Hemisphere, for peoples to demand positive solutions to their basic needs for work, education, and health, 
RESOLVES:

1.
To urge the states of the Americas to seek and to implement mechanisms facilitating the direct participation of citizens in public affairs so that, jointly, they may find solutions to the grave problems besetting the peoples of the Hemisphere.

1.
(Argentina: To urge the states of the Americas to seek and to implement mechanisms facilitating the direct participation of citizens in public affairs so that, jointly, they may find solutions to the grave problems besetting the peoples of the Hemisphere.  To urge member states to continue promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation of citizens, to ensure their involvement in economic, social, and cultural development and in the strengthening and consolidation of democracy and human rights.)

1.
(United States: To urge member states of the Americas to seek and to implement mechanisms facilitating the direct participation of citizens in public affairs so that jointly, working with elected officials, they may find solutions to the grave problems deep challenges besetting the peoples of the Hemisphere.

New 1.
(Canada: To urge the member states to promote and foster diverse forms of participation of all citizens in decisions relating to their own development, so that they may contribute to addressing the issues that affect them;)


2.
To exhort the states of the Americas to do their utmost to involve all segments of society in decision-making geared to the strengthening of democracy.

2.
(Argentina:  To exhort the states of the Americas to do their utmost to involve all segments of society in the decision-making process geared to the strengthening of democracy, in accordance with domestic law.


2.
(United States:  To encourage member states To exhort the states of the Americas to do their utmost to involve all segments of society in decision-making geared to the strengthening of democracy.
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2.
(Canada:  To urge the member states to promote diverse forms of participation by citizens with a view to promoting and consolidating representative democracy.  (Note: language drawn from the Declaration of Nuevo León, Special Summit 2003: “The strengthening of and respect for the rule of law, the defense of human rights and fundamental freedoms, economic progress, well-being and social justice, transparency and accountability in public affairs, the promotion of diverse forms of participation by our citizens, and the development of opportunities for all are fundamental to promote and consolidate representative democracy.”)
3.
To recommend that the American states expand the network of information on public policies and programs in order to enable citizens to play a much more meaningful and useful part in the workings of government.

3.
(Argentina: To recommend that the American states  to member states that they develop and, as the case may be, expand the network of information on public policies and programs in order to enable citizens to play a much more meaningful and useful part in with respect to the workings of government.

3.
(United States:  Recommend that American member states  expand the network of information on public policies and programs in order to enable citizens to play a much more meaningful and useful part in the workings of government.

3.
(Canada:  To encourage the member states to expand the network of information on public policies and programs in order for citizens to be better informed in their decision-making and better able to play an effective role in decisions relating to their development, including, inter alia, in the formulation of public policy.)
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