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Item 26 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION
THE IMPORTANCE OF A HEALTHY
AND ECOLOGICALLY BALANCED ENVIRONMENT
/
(Presented by the delegation of Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
CONSIDERING the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, of 1992; 
UNDERSCORING the commitment assumed by the states parties to the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights “Protocol of San Salvador,” which establishes, in Article 11, paragraph 1, that everyone shall have the right to live in a healthy environment; 

RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 1819 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1896 (XXXII-O/02), and AG/RES. 1926 (XXXIII-O/03), which encourage institutional cooperation in the area of human rights and the environment in the framework of the Organization;
TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, adopted in Stockholm on June 16, 1972, one of the principles of which refers to the obligation to protect and improve the environment for present and future generations;
REAFFIRMING the collective responsibility for advancing and strengthening the interdependent and mutually reinforcing pillars of sustainable development–economic development, social development, and environmental protection–at the local, national, regional, and global levels, as reflected in the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development;
BEARING IN MIND the Declaration of Santa Cruz + 10, which reiterates that human beings are at the center of concerns for sustainable development, entitled to a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature and which considers that poverty alleviation is an integral part of sustainable development; 


Taking note of the special meeting of the Permanent Council on “Opportunities for Cooperation in Developing Legal and Institutional Frameworks for Addressing Environmental Challenges in the Region,” held on February 23, 2007[, whose contents it was decided to transmit to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development];
RECALLING that the priority objective of states’ environmental policies should be preservation of the environment and protection of human health in a broad, comprehensive sense, which includes the sustainable use of natural resources as an important means of satisfying pressing social and economic needs, especially those of the most vulnerable sectors; and
CONVINCED that a healthy and ecologically balanced environment is essential for the integral development of human beings, which contributes to democracy and political stability,
RESOLVES:
1. To encourage member states to develop, promote, and ensure wider dissemination of information, experience-sharing, training, and sensitization in respect of environmental protection issues.
2. To reaffirm our commitment to promote and strengthen policies, laws, and mechanisms that promote cooperation among relevant institutions in the sphere of conservation and sustainable use of natural resources among member states.
3. To promote within the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) discussion and study of the topic of the importance of a healthy and ecologically balanced environment, with a view to holding a possible special meeting to consider the matter. 
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To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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�.	Text considered by the CIDI Subcommittee on Partnership for Development Policies up to May 15, 2007.  This text incorporates suggestions made by delegations as of May 29, 2007.
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