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Item 25 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION
/
INTER-AMERICAN MEETING ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS RELATED TO THE AVAILABILITY OF AND ACCESS TO DRINKING WATER

(Presented by the delegation of Venezuela)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter recognizes that a safe environment is essential to the integral development of the human being, which contributes to democracy and political stability; (Source:  Inter-American Democratic Charter, Background, paragraph 11) 

BEARING IN MIND the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and Agenda 21, as well as the Declaration of Johannesburg on Sustainable Development and its Plan of Implementation;
RECOGNIZING that economic development, social development, and environmental protection are interdependent pillars of sustainable development
/ and that the eradication of poverty is a fundamental goal of sustainable development
/ [UN General Assembly Resolution 57/253, World Summit on Sustainable Development (February 21, 2003), and Declaration of Santa Cruz +10]; 

BEARING IN MIND that the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) states that “[a]round 1.2 billion people, or almost one-fifth of the world’s population, live in areas of physical water scarcity, and 500 million people are approaching this situation”;
/
RECOGNIZING that, in the United Nations Millennium Declaration, the Heads of State and Government decided “to halve, by the year 2015, … the proportion of people who are unable to reach or to afford safe drinking water”; (Source: Millennium Declaration, paragraph 19)
RECALLING that paragraph 8 of the Declaration of Santa Cruz + 10 recognizes that water is fundamental for life and basic for socioeconomic development and the conservation of ecosystems, and that, in this regard, its sustainable management must be promoted with a view to ensuring access to water for present and future generations, taking into account internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration; (Source: Declaration of Santa Cruz + 10, paragraph 8)
RECALLING ALSO that paragraph 22 of the Declaration of Santa Cruz + 10 recognizes “the urgent need to evaluate the effects of climate variability and climate change on water resources, as well as to strengthen early-warning capacities for extreme climatic events”;
/
RECALLING AS WELL that the strategic areas of action of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (2006-2009) (PIDS) include the topic of water resources;

BEARING IN MIND the report of the Commission on Sustainable Development on its 13th session (2004-2005), referring to the three subject areas of water, sanitation, and human settlement;
BEARING IN MIND ALSO the Human Development Report 2006: Beyond Scarcity: Power, Poverty, and the Global Water Crisis; as well as the interrelation between water, health, sanitation, human settlement, and climate change issues;

UNDERSCORING the importance of the countries of the Hemisphere taking steps to promote education, awareness, and broader participation by the different sectors of society in the conservation and sustainable use of water resources;

NOTING the special meeting of the Permanent Council on opportunities for cooperation in developing legal and institutional frameworks in response to the region’s environmental challenges, held on February 23, 2007; 

NOTING ALSO that member states have appointed national focal points on integrated management of water resources to foster cooperation, information exchange, and discussion of experiences on related topics;

BEARING IN MIND the Inter-American Dialogues on Water Management; and
CONSIDERING that resolution AG/RES. 1440 (XXVI-O/96) notes the importance of sustainable development as a conceptual framework within which the OAS should work as a forum for concerted action, including technical cooperation; and authorizes the Department of Sustainable Development of the General Secretariat to carry out any environmental and sustainable development mandates assigned to it [Source:  AG/RES. 1440 (XXVI-O/96)], 

RESOLVES: 

1. To reaffirm the commitments undertaken in the Declaration of Santa Cruz + 10 and in the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (2006-2009) (PIDS) with respect to sustainable water resource development.
2. To expedite efforts, in the context of realities and national laws, to achieve the objective of halving the proportion of people who are unable to reach or to afford safe drinking water, on the basis of nondiscrimination, equality, equity, solidarity, and environmental sustainability  (Source: Millennium Declaration, paragraph 19).

3. To create awareness among the different sectors of society of the importance of the conservation and sustainable use of water. 

4. To promote technical cooperation to facilitate access to appropriate, low-cost, ecologically sustainable technologies for water use and supply
/ and to strengthen the capacity of local communities to make sustainable use of water resources. 
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To instruct the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), in coordination with the General Secretariat, to convene, for the first quarter of 2008 and in connection with World Water Day, an inter-American meeting on the economic, social, and environmental aspects of the availability of, and access to, safe drinking water, with a view, inter alia, to:

a.
Fostering dialogue, among national authorities responsible for integrated water resource management in member states, on national policies, experiences, and best practices concerning the availability of, and access to, safe drinking water; and 

b.
Promoting and reinforcing bilateral and regional cooperation on integrated water resource management. 

6. To instruct the General Secretariat to include on the agenda for the upcoming meeting of focal points on integrated water resource management, to be held in August 2007, the preparation of the proposed agenda for the meeting mentioned in the preceding paragraph, for consideration by CEPCIDI.

7. To request CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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�.	Text under consideration by the Subcommittee on Partnership for Development Policies until May 15, 2007.  The text presented incorporates suggestions made by delegations at informal meetings on May 29, 2007, attended by the delegations of  Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Chile, Mexico, Peru, the United States, and Uruguay.


�.	Paragraph 7, UN resolution 57/253, and paragraph 2, Plan of Application of the decisions of the World Summit on Sustainable Development.


�.	Paragraphs 2 and 7, Plan of Application of the decisions of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, and paragraph 4, Declaration of Santa Cruz +10.


�.	FAO Newsroom: Focus on the Issues, 2007: Coping with Water Scarcity. 


�.	Declaration of Santa Cruz + 10, paragraph 22.


�.	CSD.  Report on the thirteenth session: Resolution 13/1 (doc. E/2005/29, p. 13).
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