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1.
Meeting of April 18, 2007
The Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly held a meeting on April 18, 2007, to consider the draft agenda and draft schedule and recommendations regarding procedures to be followed at the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly.

For its consideration of the aforementioned topics, the Preparatory Committee was able to hear a presentation by Ambassador Arístides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, in his capacity as Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure (AG/CP/SUB.TP-135/07).

In short, the Preparatory Committee agreed:

1. To include the following new topics on the draft agenda for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly:

· International Year of Women of the Americas

· Compliance with the legal commitments of member states of the Organization of American States

· Promotion and strengthening of democracy
· High-level inter-American forum on economic, social, and environmental aspects related to the availability of and access to drinking water

· The socioeconomic and environmental impact of climate change in the countries of the Hemisphere

· Proposal to include human rights education in the formal education curriculum for schoolchildren aged 10 to 14, in accordance with the Protocol of San Salvador

· Support for institution-building and socioeconomic development in Haiti

2. To approve, pursuant to Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the draft agenda for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly, published as document AG/doc.4641/07, and to transmit it to the governments of the member states.

3. To approve and forward for consideration by the plenary of the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session the recommendations made by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure regarding the draft schedule; the time allowed for statements by heads of delegation; the deadline (date and time) for presentation of proposals, resolutions with budgetary implications, minutes, and the volume of proceedings containing the declarations and resolutions; the duration of the General Assembly session; and the installation of General Committee, all of which are transcribed in Chapter III of document AG/CP/SUB.TP-135/07, which is attached to this report.

4. To approve the draft agenda and draft schedule for the dialogues of the heads of delegation (AG/doc.4645/07) and the orders of business for the dialogue with permanent observers (AG/doc.4646/07), with the representatives of civil society (AG/doc.4647/07), and with representatives of the private sector forum (AG/doc.4648/07), and to transmit them to the governments of the member states.

5. To request the General Secretariat to publish, without delay and in the four official languages of the organization, the declarations and resolutions that the Permanent Council agree to forward for consideration by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session.

2.
Meeting of May 25, 2007


At its meeting of May 25, 2007, the Preparatory Committee considered the report presented by the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters (AG/CP/doc.734/07).


In this regard, in accordance with Article 60 of the OAS Charter, the Committee decided to submit to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-seventh regular session the draft resolution “Proposed Program-Budget of the Organization for 2008, Quotas and Contributions to FEMCIDI for 2008” (AG/doc.4755/07).


The Committee also decided to recommend to the General Assembly that it set Monday, June 4, at 9:30 a.m., as the deadline for presentation of draft declarations, resolutions, and recommendations, pursuant to Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.
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REPORT OF THE CHAIR

OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGENDA AND PROCEDURE OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

In my capacity as Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, I have the honor to present to the Preparatory Committee for consideration a report on the outcome of the work entrusted to the Subcommittee in connection with the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly.

I. SCOPE OF THE MANDATE

At its meeting of October 26, 2006, the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, by the powers vested in it under Article 60 of the OAS Charter,
/ installed the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and instructed it to:

· Prepare the preliminary draft agenda for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly, bearing in mind the provisions of the OAS Charter and Articles 29,
/ 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly;
· Submit its recommendations on the draft agenda for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly, for the purposes envisaged in Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; and
· Submit its recommendations on the draft schedule and other procedural matters to the Preparatory Committee for transmission to the member state governments by the deadlines set in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and in accordance with Article 60 of the OAS Charter.
II. DRAFT AGENDA


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held meetings on January 24, March 27, and April 12, 2007, to consider the draft agenda of the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly.

1. Preliminary draft agenda

The Committee began its consideration of the preliminary draft agenda of the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-118/07 corr. 1), and on the preliminary draft annotated agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-119/07 corr. 1).


The Chair indicated that both draft agendas had been prepared by the General Secretariat on the basis of the matters set out in the OAS Charter; the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat; the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; and the statutes of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization; and the matters agreed upon at the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly, held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, in June 2006, and at prior sessions of the General Assembly.


The delegations expressed their pleasure at the timely presentation of the preliminary draft annotated agenda of the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly.

2. Meeting of January 24, 2007

The preliminary draft agenda was considered at the meeting of January 24, 2007, taking into account the following topics presented by the delegations:

a.
Request for inclusion of the item “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia”

The Permanent Mission of Bolivia requested, pursuant to Article 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, that the item “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” (AG/CP/SUB.TP-117/07) be included on the agenda.

The representative of Chile requested that the following statement appear in the minutes:
“On behalf of the Government of Chile, I wish to express Chile’s objection to the inclusion of the topic ‘Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia’ on the agenda and schedule for the next regular session of the General Assembly, which will be held in Panama, as it is a subject that goes beyond the natural sphere of competence of this Organization and that has to do with bilateral relations between Chile and Bolivia.”  I request that this objection be included in the Committee’s minutes and in the corresponding report.

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to include the item as stipulated by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 989 (XXIX-O/89).
b.
Request for inclusion of the item “Promotion of Labor-Sector Participation in OAS Activities”

The Subcommittee decided to include the topic “Promotion of Labor-Sector Participation in OAS Activities” on the preliminary draft agenda.  A draft resolution on that topic had been presented by the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (AG/doc.4626/06) at the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly.  The Subcommittee also decided to refer the topic to the Permanent Executive Committee of Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) for its consideration. 

c. Establishment of a deadline for the presentation of observations, or for requests for the inclusion of topics, on the draft agenda of the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided, in accordance with Articles 29 and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, to set April 5, 2007, as the deadline by which delegations should present their observations on the draft agenda of the General Assembly session or request the inclusion of new topics, and to set May 11 as the target date for the submission of new draft resolutions.

It also decided that, when submitting draft resolutions to the General Secretariat, delegations should indicate the agenda items to which they pertained.
d. Consideration of the draft agendas and draft schedules for the following meetings to be held in conjunction with the General Assembly session
On October 26, 2006, the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, at the request of the Permanent Mission of Argentina, decided to consider the draft orders of business and draft schedules for the following meetings to be held in conjunction with the General Assembly session:
· Dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society
· Dialogue of heads of delegation with permanent observers
· Dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of the Private Sector Forum

In that regard, the Subcommittee discussed a procedure for consideration of the draft orders of business and draft schedules and decided:
i. To congratulate the Permanent Mission of Argentina on its initiative of organizing the aforementioned dialogues;
ii. To request the General Secretariat to submit to the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, through the corresponding technical offices, the draft agendas and schedules for those meetings, by February 21, 2007.
iii. To request the Secretariat of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure to prepare the draft schedule for the General Assembly session, for consideration at a future meeting.
3. Meeting of March 27, 2007
On March 27, 2007, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure met to consider the following topics:
a. Draft schedule
Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of OAS, gave a presentation, by item and by theme, on the draft schedule for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly.  The draft schedule includes an inaugural session on Sunday, June 3, 2007, four plenary sessions, three meetings of the General Committee, and a closing session scheduled for Tuesday, June 5, and the private dialogue of heads of delegation, organized by the Government of Panama.
In addition, prior to the formal inauguration of the thirty-seventh regular session, there will be a dialogue of heads of delegation (or their representatives) with representatives of the Private Sector Forum, with the permanent observers, and with representatives of civil society.
In that regard, the Subcommittee decided:
· To thank to Assistant Secretary General for presenting the draft schedule; and
· To resume its consideration at an upcoming meeting, taking into account the observations of the delegations.
b. Request for the inclusion of new topics
The following new topics were considered for inclusion on the preliminary draft agenda for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly:
· Universal civil registry and the right of identity (AG/CP/SUB.TP-121/07), proposed by the delegation of Peru;
· Internally displaced persons (AG/CP/SUB.TP-122/07), presented by the delegation of Mexico;
· Situation of the Inter-American Indian Institute (AG/CP/SUB.TP-122/07), proposed by the delegation of Mexico;
· Water and human rights, proposed tby the delegation of Bolivia and referred to CEPCIDI.
The Subcommittee decided:
· To include on the preliminary draft agenda for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly the topics indicated in the preceding paragraph; and

· To refer those topics to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council for consideration.
c. Consideration of the draft agendas and draft schedules for the following meetings: 

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure began its consideration of the draft agendas and draft schedules for the dialogue of heads of delegation with permanent observers, civil society organizations, and representatives of the Private Sector Forum.

After an extensive discussion of their content, it was decided to resume their consideration at an upcoming meeting.  The Secretariat was requested to distribute and publish the drafts according to the observations made by the delegations. 

4. Meeting of April 12, 2007

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, at its meeting of April 12, 2007, took the following decisions on the agreed topics listed on the order of business for that meeting (AG/CP/SUB.TP-131/07 rev.1):
a. To approve the draft schedule for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-131/07 rev. 1) as presented by the Secretariat.
b. To include on the preliminary draft agenda the following topics:
· Citizen participation and development of the democratic system, proposed by the delegation of Venezuela (AG/CP/SUB.TP-129/07). This topic was referred to the General Committee of the Permanent Council for consideration.
· Education for disarmament and nonproliferation (AG/CP/SUB.TP-129/07), presented by the delegation of Mexico.  This topic was referred to the Committee on Hemispheric Security of the Permanent Council for consideration.
· Monitoring of diversion and distribution of pharmaceutical products and other substances subject to international inspection via the Internet (AG/CP/SUB.TP-130/07), presented by the delegation of Mexico. This topic was referred to the Committee on Hemispheric Security of the Permanent Council for consideration.
· Fifth Biennial Report on Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” presented by the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM).  This topic was referred to the General Committee of the Permanent Council for consideration.
c. Consideration of draft orders of business and draft agendas for the following meetings to be held on the occasion of the General Assembly session:
· Draft schedule for the dialogues of heads of delegation (AG/CP/SUB.TP-132/07).
· Draft agenda for the dialogue of heads of delegation with civil society representatives (AG/CP/SUB.TP-134/07).
· Draft agenda for the dialogue of heads of delegation with permanent observers. (AG/CP/SUB.TP-124/07 rev.1)
· Draft agenda for the dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of the Private Sector Forum (AG/CP/SUB.TP-127/07 rev.1)
III. PROCEDURAL MATTERS
In keeping with the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, at its meeting of March 27, 2007, considered and decided to present to the Preparatory Committee the following recommendations on the conduct of the thirty-seventh regular session of the Assembly:
1. Draft agenda
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure submits to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly for consideration the draft agenda for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/doc.717/07 rev. 1), which has been prepared pursuant to Articles 29, 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.
2. Draft schedule
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure considered the draft schedule for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly and decided to present it to the Preparatory Committee for approval (AG/CP/doc.721/07), in addition to the draft schedule for the dialogue of heads of delegation with the permanent observers, civil society organizations, and the Private Sector Forum (AG/CP/doc.722/07).
3. Statements by the heads of delegation
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to recommend that, in view of the time constraints imposed by the draft schedule for the General Assembly, the statements by heads of delegation referred to in Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly should in no case exceed six minutes, the same length of time that will be allotted for the statements by representatives of the OAS organs, agencies, and entities mentioned in Article 6 of said Rules of Procedure.
4. Deadline for the presentation of proposals
As suggested by the Chair, the Subcommittee also decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that, under the powers conferred in Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, May 11 be established as the target date for the submission of new draft resolutions, draft declarations, or recommendations pertaining to the agenda of the General Assembly.  However, that decision, adopted to facilitate preparatory work for the General Assembly, would in no way entail a change in Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure. 

It was also decided that the General Secretariat should distribute, upon receipt, with the proper classifications, the draft resolutions, draft declarations, or recommendations presented by delegations. 

Delegations, when presenting draft resolutions, draft declarations, or recommendations, should indicate to which agenda items they pertain.  The General Secretariat should publish the proposals presented by delegations, with the appropriate classifications, exactly as presented by the delegations.
5. Resolutions having budgetary implications
The Subcommittee also decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that it instruct the Permanent Council or, if appropriate, the General Committee of the General Assembly to take the necessary measures provided in Article 41 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly in the case of draft resolutions having budgetary implications.
6. Minutes
Pursuant to Article 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee decided to recommend that verbatim minutes be kept for plenary sessions and that summary minutes be kept for meetings of the General Committee, the latter to be published preferably during the General Assembly session.
7. Volume of declarations and resolutions
It was decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that the General Secretariat be requested to publish expeditiously and at the same time in the four official languages of the Organization, the volume of declarations and resolutions adopted by the plenary General Assembly.
8. Duration
It was decided that the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly would be held on three consecutive days, beginning with an inaugural session on Sunday, June 3, 2007, and ending with a closing session on Tuesday, June 5.
9. General Committee
The Subcommittee recommends that the General Committee be installed to deal with those resolutions, declarations, or recommendations whose consideration has not been concluded by the Permanent Council and which are submitted to the General Assembly for further negotiation, as well as any new proposals the heads of delegation may decide to transmit to the General Committee.
It was also recommended that the General Committee of the Assembly be urged to publish the draft resolutions, declarations, or recommendations as soon as it has reached agreement on them.
IV.
CONCLUSIONS

Therefore, I hereby submit to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, for its information and consideration, the foregoing suggestions and recommendations of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, for the purposes established in Article 60 of the OAS Charter and in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.
Aristides Royo
Ambassador
Permanent Representative of Panama
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�.	Article 60, OAS Charter:  “There shall be a Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, composed of representatives of all the Member States, which shall: a) Prepare the draft agenda of each session of the General Assembly. … The draft agenda and the report shall, in due course, be transmitted to the Governments of the Member States.”


�.	Article 29, Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly: For each regular session of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare a preliminary draft agenda that will be sent with a report by that committee to the governments of the member states, so that they may have an opportunity to make the observations they deem pertinent or to propose the inclusion of additional topics within whatever time period the Committee may set.  In preparing this preliminary draft agenda, the Committee shall take into account the provisions of the Charter, the topics proposed by the governments of the member states, those agreed to by the Assembly at previous sessions, and, if such is the case, by the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, those recommended by other organs of the Organization, and matters that, in the opinion of the Secretary General, might threaten the peace and security of the Hemisphere or the development of the member states.
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