PAGE  

[image: image1.emf] 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY


 




  GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

THIRTY-SEVENTH REGULAR SESSION
OEA/Ser.P

June 3 to 5, 2007
AG/doc.4698/07 corr. 1
Panama City, Panama
4 June 2007


Original: Spanish


Item 7 on the agenda

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL

TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

2006-2007

EXPLANATORY NOTE
The Permanent Council presents its Annual Report (June 2006-May 2007), in keeping with Article 40 of its Statutes, to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-seventh regular session.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
CHAPTER I

1.
Chairs and vice chairs

The Permanent Council of the Organization is composed of one representative of each member state, especially appointed by the respective government, with the rank of ambassador.  Each government may accredit an acting representative, as well as such alternates and advisers as it considers necessary.
/

The office of chair is held by each of the representatives, in turn, following the alphabetic order in Spanish of the names of their respective countries.  The office of vice chair is filled in the same way, following reverse alphabetic order.
/  These positions are held for a three-month term, which begins automatically on the first day of each quarter.
2006
	Term
	Chair
	Vice chair

	July-September
	Ambassador Henry Lothar Illes (Suriname)
	Ambassador Ellsworth John
(Saint Vincent and the Grenadines)

	October-December
	Ambassador Marina Valère
(Trinidad and Tobago)
	Ambassador Sonia Johnny
(Saint Lucia)


2007
	Term
	Chair
	Vice chair

	January - March
	Ambassador María del Luján Flores
(Uruguay)
	Ambassador Dr. Izben C. Williams
(Saint Kitts and Nevis)

	April - June
	Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño
(Venezuela)
	Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil
(Dominican Republic)


2.
Competence 

Within the limits of the Charter and of inter-American treaties and agreements, the Permanent Council takes cognizance of any matter referred to it by the General Assembly or the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs.
/

It serves provisionally as the organ of consultation in conformity with the provisions of the special treaty on the subject.
/

It keeps vigilance over the maintenance of friendly relations among the member states, and for that purpose effectively assists them in the peaceful settlement of their disputes, in accordance with the provisions of the Charter.
/

It is the function of the Permanent Council to:
/
a. Carry out those decisions of the General Assembly or of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs the implementation of which has not been assigned to any other body;
b. Watch over the observance of the standards governing the operation of the General Secretariat and, when the General Assembly is not in session, adopt provisions of a regulatory nature that enable the General Secretariat to carry out its administrative functions;
c. Act as the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, in accordance with the terms of Article 60 of the Charter, unless the General Assembly should decide otherwise;
d. Prepare, at the request of the member states and with the cooperation of the appropriate organs of the Organization, draft agreements to promote and facilitate cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations or between the Organization and other American agencies of recognized international standing.  These draft agreements shall be submitted to the General Assembly for approval;
e. Submit recommendations to the General Assembly with regard to the functioning of the Organization and the coordination of its subsidiary organs, agencies, and committees;
f.
Consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary; and
g. Perform the other functions assigned to it in the Charter.
3.
Secretariat

The Assistant Secretary General serves as secretary of the Permanent Council
/ and directs the Secretariat of the Permanent Council and the Office of Conferences and Meetings.

According to Executive Order 05-03, the principal functions of the Secretariat of the Permanent Council are as follows:

1. Advises the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and their subsidiary bodies in the member states, on parliamentary questions and matters of procedure, and coordinates the advisory services that those organs may require or request from other departments and offices of the General Secretariat;
2. Provides secretariat services and support to the Chair of the Permanent Council;
3. Provides political and technical advice to the style committees of the meetings and conferences of the organs of the Organization;
4. Conducts background research and analysis on all items included on the agenda of the meetings in order to prepare memoranda and notes to assist the Chairs of the organs;
5. Coordinates with the Office of Conferences and Meetings the delivery of secretariat services for the General Assembly, the Permanent Council, and the Meeting of Consultation, and transmits to other departments and offices of the General Secretariat copies of resolutions, recommendations, requests, and other decisions of those organs;.
6. Coordinates with the Office of Conferences and Meetings the planning and provision of: interpretation; meeting organization, logistics, and coordination; and document translation, editing, production, distribution, database creation and maintenance, and archiving;
7. Ensures that the Web pages of the Secretariat to the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and Subsidiary Organs and of the Office of the Assistant Secretary General are kept up to date in the official languages of the Organization.
CHAPTER II
A.
MEETINGS
In accordance with Article 12 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council, the Permanent Council shall hold its meetings at its seat, in the manner determined by its Rules of Procedure.  It may also hold meetings in any member state, when it finds it advisable and with the prior consent of the government concerned (Article 13 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council).
Section VII of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council establishes the rules governing the convocation of protocolary, regular, and special meetings.

1.
Protocolary meetings
In keeping with Article 38 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Council has thus far held the following protocolary meetings:

	Date
	Purpose
	Minutes

	June 8, 2006

	In honor of Her Excellency Mrs. Michelle Bachelet Jeria, President of the Republic of Chile
	CP/ACTA 1554/06

	July 20, 2006
	Commemoration of the Birth of the Liberator Simón Bolívar
	CP/ACTA 1557/06

	September 13, 2006
	In honor of His Excellency Mr. Álvaro García Linera, Vice President of the Republic of Bolivia
	CP/ACTA 1561/06

	September 27, 2006 
	In honor of His Excellency Mr. Patrick Manning, Prime Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
	CP/ACTA 1563/06

	October 12, 2006
	Commemoration of the Anniversary of the Discovery of America:  Encounter of Two Worlds
	CP/ACTA 1566/06

	November 17, 2006
	In honor of His Excellency Dr. Denzil L. Douglas, Prime Minister of Saint Kitts and Nevis
	CP/ACTA 1569/06

	November 22, 2006
	In honor of His Excellency Mr. Enrique Bolaños Geyer, President of the Republic of Nicaragua
	CP/ACTA 1570/06


	December 5, 2006
	In honor of His Excellency Mr. Oscar Arias Sánchez, President of Costa Rica
	CP/ACTA 1572/06

	April 16, 2007


	To Commemorate Pan American Day
	CP/ACTA 1589/07



The Permanent Council held a total of nine protocolary meetings.

2.
Regular meetings
As established in Article 36 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council holds regular meetings on the first and third Wednesdays of each month.  If it should be necessary to advance or postpone a regular meeting, the chair of the Council may set another date for it.  The meetings of the Permanent Council and its committees, subcommittees, and working groups are to begin punctually at the time indicated in the meeting announcement.
As of the date of publication of this report, the Council has held a total of 24 regular meetings. 
The statements made by delegations during the regular meetings are transcribed in full in the minutes of each meeting.  However, the General Secretariat records the decisions adopted at each meeting, which are presented below.
3.
Special meetings
In accordance with Article 37 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council shall hold special meetings when:
a.
The chair considers it necessary;
b.
Any representative so requests in writing, stating the purpose of the request;
c.
The secretary general expressly so requests, in the exercise of the authority conferred upon him or her in the second paragraph of Article 110 of the Charter; or
d.
The General Assembly expressly so mandates

As of the date of publication of this report, the Council has held a total of 10 special meetings.

As with the regular meetings, the statements made by delegations are included in the minutes of each meeting.

The Council also held a special meeting, convened by the General Assembly through resolution AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06), to consider, analyze, and discuss human migration flows, their impact on the member states, and their relation to the human rights of migrant workers and their families.

B.
RECORDS OF THE REGULAR MEETINGS, SPECIAL MEETINGS,

AND JOINT MEETINGS OF CP/CEPCIDI

1.
Record of the regular meeting held on July 12, 2006

CP/ACTA 1555/06
/
· Condolences


The Council expressed its condolences on the passing of Mrs. Susana Ramsburg, Chief of the Languages Service Section of the Office of Conferences and Meetings of the OAS General Secretariat, on July 11, 2006.  The Council observed a minute of silence in honor of Mrs. Ramsburg.


The Council also offered its condolences to the people and Government of Panama on the passing of Ambassador Eduardo Ritter Aislán, who served as Panama’s Permanent Representative to the OAS, on June 2006.

· Welcoming of the new Ambassador of Chile


The Council welcomed the new Permanent Representative of Chile, Ambassador Pedro Oyarce Yuraszeck.

· Inaugural remarks by the new Chair of the Permanent Council


Ambassador Henry Illes, Permanent Representative of Suriname, delivered a brief statement as the new Chair of the Permanent Council in which, among other issues, he reiterated his commitment to serve the member states.

· Presentation of gavel to outgoing Council Chair

The Council presented a gavel to Ambassador Ellsworth I. A. John, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, in recognition of his excellent service as Chair of the Permanent Council from April to June 2006.

1. Presentation by His Excellency Mr. Samuel Rudolph Insanally, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guyana

The Permanent Council received His Excellency Samuel Rudolph Insanally, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guyana.  The remarks by Minister Insanally, as well as the statement made by the Chair of the Permanent Council can be found in the minutes of the meeting [CP/ACTA 1555/06]. 
2. Presentation by the Assistant Secretary General on the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly


Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin made a presentation on the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly, held in the Dominican Republic from June 4 to 7, 2006.  The Assistant Secretary General thanked the people and Government of the Dominican Republic on behalf of the Secretary General and on his own behalf for their hospitality during the General Assembly session.  He also spoke about an evaluation of the General Assembly that has been taking place with the regional coordinators and General Secretariat staff, and the possibility of presenting a proposal with modifications to the procedures of the General Assembly.
3. Preliminary report of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission on the general elections held in Peru

Dr. Lloyd Axworthy, Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Peru, presented a preliminary report on the general elections held in Peru on June 4, 2006. The Permanent Council took note of the report and of the comments made by the Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Fernando de la Flor Arbulú.

4. Preliminary report of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission on the general elections held in Colombia
Mr. Santiago Murray, Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Colombia, presented a preliminary report on the general elections held in Colombia on May 28, 2006.  The Council decided to take note of the report and of the comments made by the Alternate Representative of Colombia.

5. Preliminary report of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission on the legislative elections held in the Dominican Republic


The Council took note of the preliminary report presented by Mr. Rubén Perina, Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to the Dominican Republic, on the legislative elections held on May 10, 2006. The Permanent Council also took note of the comments made by the Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, Ambassador Roberto Álvarez.
6. Approval of minutes
The Council approved the minutes of the special meeting held on February 23, 2005 [CP/ACTA 1466/05].

7. Other business

· The Delegation of Argentina informed the Council of the establishment of the Parliamentary Observatory on the Question of the Malvinas Islands.

· The Delegation of Brazil informed the Council about the Regional Conference of the Americas against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance, to be held in Brazil from July 26 to 28, 2006.

· The Delegation of the United States informed the Council of its financial support for the peace process in Colombia and for the region’s antipersonnel land mines program.

2.
Record of the regular meeting held on July 20, 2006

CP/ACTA 1556/06
/
· Welcoming of new Ambassador of Uruguay


The Permanent Council welcomed the new Permanent Representative of Uruguay, Ambassador María del Luján Flores.

1. Recognition of transfer of authority of the chairmanship of the Inter-American Defense Board

The Permanent Council recognized the transfer of authority within the Inter-American Defense Board that took place at the San Martín Room on July 20, 2006.  The Council took note of the remarks made by the Secretary General of the OAS, as well as the statements made by Major General Keith M. Huber, outgoing Chairman of the Board, and by General Jorge Armando de Almeida, incoming Chairman of the Board.

2. Installation of the committees of the Permanent Council 

In compliance with Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Council installed the following permanent committees:

· General Committee

· Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

· Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs

· Committee on Hemispheric Security

· Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.

3. Election of authorities of the committees of the Permanent Council


In compliance with Article 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Council elected, by acclamation, the chairs of the following permanent committees:

· Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs:  Ambassador Osmar Vladimir Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil; and

· Committee on Hemispheric Security:  Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica.

With regard to the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, since there has been no agreement, to date, on a candidate for the position, and taking in account Article 29.d of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay, will continue as Chair of the Committee.


Regarding the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, the Chair of the Permanent Council reminded delegations of the provisions of Article 21 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. 


The Council decided that the vice chairs of the permanent committees and chairs of the working groups will be elected by each committee.

4. Distribution of the mandates emanating from the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly

The Permanent Council considered the document “Assignment of mandates issued by the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session,” (CP/doc.4141/06 rev. 1).  The Council decided to assign those mandates as detailed in the attachment to the document.  It also decided to resume its consideration of resolution AG/RES. 2247 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Gangs Involved in Criminal Activities,” at a Council meeting in the near future.  

5. Other business

· Farewell

On behalf of the Permanent Council, the Chair bid farewell to Ambassador Luis Fernando de la Flor Arbulú, Permanent Representative of Peru.
3.
Record of the regular meeting held on August 1, 2006

CP/ACTA 1558/06
/
· Condolences


The Council expressed its condolences on the passing, on July 28, 2006, of Mr. Hernán Hurtado Prem, former Ambassador of Guatemala to the OAS and former staff member of the OAS General Secretariat.

1. Approval of the order of business


The Council approved the order of business; document CP/OD-1558/06.

2. Oral report of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Nicaragua 


The Permanent Council took note of the information presented by Mr. Gustavo Fernández Saavedra, Head of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Nicaragua. This report was presented at the request of the Permanent Mission of Nicaragua (CP/INF.5377/06).


Also, the Council agreed to follow the electoral process in Nicaragua and requested that a report on the findings of the Head of the Mission be presented 30 days before the elections scheduled for November of this year.

3. Update on the upcoming elections in Guyana

The Permanent Council took note of the information presented by Ambassador Bayney R. Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana on the upcoming elections to be held in his country. The Council also noted the state of the preparation for the electoral mission to the upcoming elections in Guyana, presented by Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS.

4. Establishment of the deadline for nominating candidates to fill a vacancy on the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI)

The Permanent Council took note of the resignation of Dr. José Delgado Ocando from the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CP/doc.4145/06 corr.2). Subsequently, and taking into consideration Articles 7 and 8 of the Statutes of that Organ and Article 50 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council, it established September 1, 2006 as the deadline for the presentation of candidates to fill the vacancy.

5. Draft Agenda of the Thirty-third Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women CIM
The Permanent Council, in accordance with Article 8 of the Agreement between the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), considered the draft agenda of the thirty-third Assembly of Delegates of the CIM (CP/doc. 4143/06).

In this regard, the Council took note of the draft agenda of the thirty-third Assembly of Delegates of the CIM that will be held from November 13 to November 15 in El Salvador.

6. Referral of report to the Committee

The Council transmitted to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) the note presented by the Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee submitting a resolution and report on the topic “Legal aspects of the interdependence between democracy and economic and social development” (CP/doc.4144/06). This was requested by resolution AG/RES. 2042 (XXXIV-O/04).

7. Other business

· The Delegation of Haiti informed the Council on the liberation of Mr. Yvon Neptune, former Prime Minister of Haiti.

· The Permanent Representative of Mexico informed that his government will hold a Dialog on International Migration and Development, on September 14 and 15, 2006.

· The Delegation of Ecuador informed the Council that his government has ratified the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons. 

· Farewell:  On behalf of the Permanent Council, the Chair bid farewell to Ambassador Álvaro Tirado Mejía, Permanent Representative of Colombia.

4.
Record of the regular meeting held on September 6, 2006

CP/ACTA 1559/06
/
1. Approval of the order of business


The Council approved the order of business; document CP/OD-1559/06.

· In Memoriam


The Permanent Council paid tribute to the memory of the former President of Trinidad and Tobago, Mr. Noor Hassanali, who passed away on August 25, 2006.  The Council observed a moment of silence.

· Welcoming of new Ambassador of Colombia


The Permanent Council welcomed the new Permanent Representative of Colombia, Ambassador Camilo Alfonso Ospina Bernal.

· Expression of solidarity with Ecuador


The Permanent Council expressed its solidarity with the people and government of Ecuador on the tragedy caused by the eruption of the volcano last month that caused the loss of life and destroyed thousands of homes and fields of crops. 

2. Commemoration of the anniversary of the death of the Liberator General Don José de San Martín

The Permanent Council commemorated the anniversary of the death of the Liberator General Don José de San Martín.  The Council took note of the remarks presented by the Delegation of Argentina. 

3. Seventh Report of the Secretary General on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia

The Secretary General, in compliance with resolution CP/RES. 859 (1397/04), presented to the Permanent Council the Seventh Report of the Secretary General on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (CP/doc.4148/06).

The Council took note of the report and of the additional information presented by Ambassador Camilo Ospina Bernal, Permanent Representative of Colombia.

4. Preliminary report of the Electoral Observation Mission of the OAS on the General Elections held in Guyana

Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, presented a preliminary report of the Electoral Observation Mission of the OAS on the general elections that were held in Guyana on August 28, 2006.  Additional information was also presented by Ambassador Bayney R. Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana.


The Council took note of the report and of the comments made by the Permanent Representative of Guyana.

5. Date of the Special Meeting of the Permanent Council to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Inter-American Democratic Charter


The Permanent Council, in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), agreed to convene on September 12, 2006, the Special Meeting to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Inter-American Democratic Charter. Subsequently, it considered and adopted the draft order of business submitted by the General Committee (CP/CG-1697/06 rev. 2). 

6. Election of the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs


The Permanent Council elected by acclamation, Ambassador Francisco Villagran, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, as chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs.

7. Other business

· The Chair of Permanent Council read a statement congratulating the people of Mexico for the conclusion of its electoral process.

· Farewell:  On behalf of the Permanent Council, the Chair bid farewell to Ambassador Paul Durand, Permanent Representative of Canada.

5.
Record of the special meeting held on September 12, 2006

CP/ACTA 1560/06
/

The Chair of the Permanent Council, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), convened a special meeting to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.

The special meeting began with the approval of the order of business, document CP/OD-1560/06. During the special meeting, the Council took due note of the following presentations:

1. Remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Henry Illes, Permanent Representative of Suriname.

2. Remarks by the Secretary General of the Organization of American States, José Miguel Insulza.

3. Remarks by the Vice Minister, Secretary General for Foreign Affairs of Peru, His Excellency Ambassador Gonzalo Gutiérrez Reinel.

4. Remarks by the coordinators of the sub regional groups of the member states:

· Ambassador Camilo Ospina Bernal, Permanent Representative of Colombia, on behalf of ALADI countries

· Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada

· Ambassador Denis G. Antoine, Permanent Representative of Grenada, on behalf of CARICOM countries

· Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica, on behalf of GRUCA countries

· Ambassador John F. Maisto, Permanent Representative of the United States.

6.
Record of the special meeting held on September 20, 2006

CP/ACTA 1562/06
/

The Permanent Council held a special meeting on the theme: “The Promotion of Agricultural and Rural Development in the Hemisphere”. This special meeting was coordinated with the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA).


During the special meeting the Council took due note of the following presentations:

1. Agriculture, Rural Poverty and the Millennium Development Goals by Dr. Chelston W. D. Brathwaite, Director General, IICA.

2. A Renewed IICA to Face the New Challenges of the 21st Century by Lizardo de las Casas, Director of the Office for the Follow-Up of the Summits of the Americas, IICA.

3. Hemispheric Program in Biotechnology by Assefaw Tewolde, Director of Biotechnology and Biosafety Unit, IICA.

4. Agro-tourism Development in the Caribbean by Ena C. Harvey, IICA Representative in Barbados.

5. Strengthening Agricultural Health and Food Safety in the Hemisphere by Ana Marisa Cordero, Specialist in Agricultural Health and Food Safety, IICA.

6. IICA’s Contribution to the Promotion of Rural Prosperity in Nicaragua by Gerardo Escudero, IICA Representative in Nicaragua.

7. IICA’s Contribution to the Promotion of Rural Prosperity in Haiti by Alfredo Mena, IICA Representative in Haiti.


In conclusion the Permanent Council also took note of the comments made by delegations as well as the recommendation made by the Permanent Representative of Panama that, when next year this Council considers IICA´s Annual Report to be transmitted to the XXXVII regular session of the General Assembly, it becomes an opportunity to have a dialogue on IICA´s activities. 

7.
Record of the regular meeting held on October 11, 2006

CP/ACTA 1564/06
/
1. Approval of the order of business


The Permanent Council approved the order of business, document CP/OD.1564/06.

· Welcoming to the new Ambassador of Canada

The Permanent Council welcomed Ambassador Graeme Clark, who presented his credentials as Permanent Representative of Canada to the Organization of American States on September 11, 2006.

· Welcoming to the new Ambassador of Honduras
The Permanent Council welcomed Ambassador Carlos Alejandro Sosa Coello, who presented his credentials as Permanent Representative of Honduras to the Organization of American States on May 31, 2006.

· Presentation of gavel to the outgoing Chair of the Council
The Council presented a gavel to Ambassador Henry Illes, Permanent Representative of Suriname, in recognition of his excellent service as Chair of the Permanent Council from July to September 2006.

2.
Approval of minutes
The Permanent Council approved the minutes of the regular meeting held on April 4, 2005, CP/ACTA 1470/05.

3.
Remarks by the Assistant Secretary General on the preparations for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly 

Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin made a presentation to the Permanent Council on preparations for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly.  Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, presented additional information on the next regular session of the General Assembly.

The Council took note of the information presented by the Assistant Secretary General and the Ambassador of Panama.

4.
Election of a member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee
In accordance with Article 50 of its Statutes, the Permanent Council elected by acclamation Dr. Freddy Castillo Castellanos of Venezuela as a new member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee.

5.
Referral of resolution AG/RES. 2247 (XXXVI-O/06)

The Council agreed to transmit resolution AG/RES. 2247 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Gangs Involved in Criminal Activities,” to the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH).

7.
Referral of reports to the relevant committees
The Permanent Council took the following decisions:

a. It referred to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly the report of Peru for 2006 on follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter, document CP/doc.4151/06, which was presented in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03). The Council also agreed to ask the General Secretariat, through the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA), to publish document CP/doc.4151/06 on the OAS’s website, as well as the translation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter in the Aymara language that was presented by Peru, document CP/INF.5393/06.

b. It referred to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) the annual report of the Inspector General for the period January 1 to December 31, 2005, document CP/doc. 4149/05;  the activity report of the Office of the Inspector General for the period January 1 to December 31, 2005, document CP/doc.4150/05; and the budget execution status report and transfers between chapters for the 2006 Regular Fund program-budget, as well as the status on the financial execution of Specific Funds for the period from January 1 to June 30, 2006, document CP/doc.4152/05.

· It agreed that all future reports of an administrative, budgetary, or financial nature requested in compliance with General Assembly resolutions adopted in June 2006 and assigned to the CAAP be submitted directly to the Chair of the CAAP.  This procedure is in keeping with the provisions of Article 19 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.

8.
Record of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the

Inter-American Council for Integral Development

held on October 11, 2006

CP/ACTA 1565/06
/
1. Approval of the order of business

The Permanent Council approved the order of business, document CP/OD-1565/06.

2. Remarks by the Secretary General


The Secretary General of the OAS, José Miguel Insulza, under the provisions established in resolution AG/RES. 2257 (XXXVI-O/06), presented his remarks on the activities and measures taken in regard to the Scholarships and Training Programs of the OAS.


As requested by the delegations, the presentation made by the Secretary General on this matter has been published as a document CP/INF.5404/06.

The Permanent Council took note of the presentations made by the Secretary General, by Ambassador Ellsworth John, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and the Chair of CEPCIDI, as well as the observations presented by the delegations.

3.
Remarks by the Assistant Secretary General on the preparations for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly 

Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin made a presentation to the Permanent Council on preparations for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly.  Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, presented additional information on the next regular session of the General Assembly.

The Council took note of the information presented by the Assistant Secretary General and the Ambassador of Panama.

4.
Election of a member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee
In accordance with Article 50 of its Statutes, the Permanent Council elected by acclamation Dr. Freddy Castillo Castellanos of Venezuela as a new member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee.

5.
Referral of resolution AG/RES. 2247 (XXXVI-O/06)

The Council agreed to transmit resolution AG/RES. 2247 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Gangs Involved in Criminal Activities,” to the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH).

6.
Referral of reports to the relevant committees
The Permanent Council took the following decisions:

a. It referred to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly the report of Peru for 2006 on follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter, document CP/doc.4151/06, which was presented in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03). The Council also agreed to ask the General Secretariat, through the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA), to publish document CP/doc.4151/06 on the OAS’s website, as well as the translation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter in the Aymara language that was presented by Peru, document CP/INF.5393/06.

b. It referred to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) the annual report of the Inspector General for the period January 1 to December 31, 2005, document CP/doc. 4149/05;  the activity report of the Office of the Inspector General for the period January 1 to December 31, 2005, document CP/doc.4150/05; and the budget execution status report and transfers between chapters for the 2006 Regular Fund program-budget, as well as the status on the financial execution of Specific Funds for the period from January 1 to June 30, 2006, document CP/doc.4152/05.

· It agreed that all future reports of an administrative, budgetary, or financial nature requested in compliance with General Assembly resolutions adopted in June 2006 and assigned to the CAAP be submitted directly to the Chair of the CAAP.  This procedure is in keeping with the provisions of Article 19 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.

9.
Record of the regular meeting held on October 25, 2006

CP/ACTA 1567/06
/
1. Approval of the order of business


The Council approved the order of business, document CP/OD.1567/06.

2.
In Memoriam

The Council expressed its condolences to the people and Government of Peru on the death of Mr. Valentín Paniagua, who served as President of Peru from November 2000 to July 2001.

3.
Approval of minutes
The Permanent Council approved the minutes of the regular meeting held on April 13, 2005, CP/ACTA 1474/05.

In accordance with Article 69.a of the Rules of Procedure of the Council, the Secretariat distributed the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1455/04, (regular meeting of November 4, 2004),

· CP/ACTA 1457/04 (regular meeting of December 8, 2004),

· CP/ACTA 1468/05 (regular meeting of March 16, 2005),

· CP/ACTA 1469/05 (regular meeting of March 30, 2005), and

· CP/ACTA 1471/05 (regular meeting of April 6, 2005).

4.
Preliminary verbal report by the Assistant Secretary General on the Panama Canal referendum
Following the presentation by Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Albert Ramdin of the preliminary report on the national referendum on the Panama Canal, held on October 22, 2006, the Permanent Council approved declaration CP/DEC. 31(1567/06), which declares:


1.
Its congratulations to the people of Panama, its government, and its democratic political institutions on the civic behavior they demonstrated during the national referendum on the expansion of the Panama Canal.


2.
Its recognition of the responsible and effective contribution made by the OAS Electoral Observation Mission, led by Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, with the help of the governmental and electoral authorities and the general public.


3.
Its gratitude to the States who contributed to this electoral observation mission.

5.
Report of the Chair of the Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime


Ambassador Alejandro García Moreno, Permanent Repesentative of Mexico and Chair of the Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime, presented to the Council the Special Committee’s final report (CE/DOT-56/06).  After hearing delegations’ comments on the matter, the Council approved resolution CP/RES. 908 (1567/06), in which it resolved:
1. To adopt the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime, which is attached to this resolution.

2. To transmit the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime to the member states and to instruct the General Secretariat to take the necessary action to implement those aspects of the Hemispheric Plan of Action that are entrusted to it.

3. To transmit this resolution and the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime to the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to the next Meeting of 
Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas, and to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.

4. To accept with gratitude the generous offer by the Government of Mexico to host the first meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime.

5. To instruct the Technical Group to review the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime two years after its adoption to ensure its continued effectiveness, and to propose, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, any revisions for the Permanent Council’s approval.

6. To declare that the work of the Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime has been completed and to submit this resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session for its information.

6.
Note from the Permanent Mission of Panama presenting the draft resolution “Promotion of Agriculture and Rural Development in the Hemisphere”


Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, presented to the Permanent Council the draft resolution “Promotion of Agriculture and Rural Development in the Hemisphere,” (CP/doc.4154/06 rev. 1).  After hearing the observations made by delegations, the Permanent Council approved resolution CP/RES. 909 (1567/06), in which it resolves: 

1. To convene, in accordance with the funds allocated in the program-budget of the Organization, two joint meetings of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), one of which must be held during the last four months of the year, to foster discussion of the topic “Promotion of the sustainable development of agriculture and rural development in the Hemisphere” and publicize the activities of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) in that regard.
2. To instruct the General Secretariat, in coordination with IICA, to organize that annual meeting.

7.
Note from the Permanent Mission of Mexico requesting the inclusion of the topic “Emerging Migration Issues”


Ambassador Alejandro García Moreno, Permanent Representative of Mexico, presented to the Permanent Council the topic “Emerging Migration Issue” and read a joint declaration on this matter.  The Council decided that the statement read by the Permanent Representative of Mexico would be registered in the minutes of the meeting.

10.
Record of the regular meeting held on November 9, 2006

CP/ACTA 1568/06
/
1. Approval of the order of business


The Council approved with amendment the order of business, document CP/OD.1568/06 rev. 1.

2. Approval of minutes
The Permanent Council approved the minutes of the regular meeting held on:

· November 4, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1455/04)

· December 8, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1457/04)

· March 16, 2005 (CP/ACTA 1468/05)

· March 30, 2005 (CP/ACTA 1469/05)

· April 6, 2005 (CP/ACTA 1471/05) 


In accordance with Article 69 a) of the Rules of Procedure of this Council, the Secretariat distributed the minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1459/04 (regular meeting of December 15, 2004), 

· CP/ACTA 1460/05 (regular meeting of January 11, 2005), 

· CP/ACTA 1461/05 (special meeting of January 12, 2005), and

· CP/ACTA 1462/05 (regular meeting held on January 26, 2005).

3. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs transmitting to the Permanent Council draft resolution: “Amendment to Article 23 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat” 
The Chair of CAAP, Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, presented the report in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2257 (XXXVI-O/06) related to the amendment to Article 23 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat (CP/CAAP-2856/06 rev. 1 corr. 1).


Therefore, the Permanent Council approved resolution CP/RES. 910 (1568/06), which states that:

1.
To approve ad referendum of the General Assembly, the amendment to Article 23 of the General Standards as follows:
/
Article 23. Temporary Support Personnel
a.
General Description: Temporary support personnel are contracted locally and, to the extent feasible, in accordance with the conditions of the duty station in which they serve, for the sole purpose of providing support services to temporary projects, observer missions, and other temporary activities carried out by the General Secretariat in the Member States or to provide cleaning, guard, or maintenance services to Offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States. 
b.
Special Provisions, Salary, and Benefits: Appointments of individuals as temporary support personnel (TSPs) shall be governed by the following provisions:
i.
TSPs are not funded by Regular Fund resources; however, under exceptional circumstances as determined by the Secretary General, they may be funded under a specific temporary project supported in part by the Regular Fund.  In addition, when so determined by the Secretary General, TSPs for the provision of cleaning, guard, or maintenance services to Offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States may be funded in whole or in part by the Regular Fund.  The General Secretariat shall include in the amount budgeted for each TSP the necessary reserves for all benefits required under the local laws of the duty station, including, but not limited to, termination benefits, accumulated vacation, and termination notice.
2.
To submit the present resolution to the General Assembly for its consideration at the next regular session.

Also, the Permanent Council decided to transmit the above-mentioned resolution to the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly in order to be included on the draft resolution Program-budget of the Organization for 2008; Quotas and contributions to FEMCIDI for 2008. 

4. Verbal report of the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the Special Meeting on Freedom of Thought and Expression


The General Assembly by resolution AG/RES. 2237 (XXXVI-O/06), instructed the Permanent Council, through its Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to hold a special meeting “to delve further into the existing international jurisprudence on the subject covered in Article 13 of the American Convention on Human Rights.”


In compliance with the above-mentioned resolution, Ambassador Osmar V. Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs informed the Council on the results of the Special Meeting on Freedom of Thought and Expression, held on October 26 and 27, 2006.


The Council after hearing all the comments made by the delegations decided to take note of the information presented by Ambassador Osmar V. Chohfi, and instructed the General Secretariat to disseminate the outcomes of the special meeting as widely as possible.

5. Report of the Style Committee of the thirty sixth regular session of the General Assembly

The Vice-chair of the Style Committee of the thirty sixth regular session of the General Assembly, Maria Clara Isaza, Alternate Representative of Colombia, presented for the consideration of the Permanent Council the Report of the Style Committee, emphasizing the recommendations thereon (CP/doc.4155/06 rev.1).

The Council decided the following:

· To approve the recommendations of the Style Committee, contained in document CP/doc.4155/06 rev.1, and instruct the General Secretariat to take necessary actions to implement them.

· To transmit to the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, the recommendation related to FEMCIDI contribution to the Regular Fund, so that it is taken into consideration for the preparation of the draft resolution Program-budget of the Organization for 2008; Quotas and contributions to FEMCIDI for 2008.
· In accordance with the provisions of Article 83 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, to instruct the General Secretariat to send to the governments of the Member States certified copies of the declarations and resolutions adopted in the thirty sixth regular session of the General Assembly.
6. Draft declaration “Congratulations to Brazil on its Electoral Process”

Ambassador Camilo Ospina, Permanent Representative of Colombia, presented, on behalf of the Subregional group of ALADI, a draft declaration “Congratulations to Brazil on its Electoral Process” (CP/doc.4158/06).


The Council approved the declaration CP/DEC. 32 (1568/06) which states:


Congratulates Brazil for the conclusion of its electoral process that was carried out within the framework of its democratic institutions.


Expresses its deepest congratulations to the Brazilian people and President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva for his reelection.

7. Other business

· Panama expressed its gratitude to all delegations for their support on its election as non Permanent Member of the United Nations Security Council. Also, congratulated Nicaragua on its recent elections.

· Brazil informed the Council that on November 20 and 21 will be held the “Second Meeting of the Conference of the States Parties to the MESICIC”, and, that among others things, it will be consider the “Proposal of Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Fight Corruption”, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2219 (XXXVI-O/06).

· Uruguay presented to the Council the following documents adopted at the XVI Iberoamerican Summit, held in Uruguay on November 3, 4 and 5, 2006: 

· Declaración de Montevideo;
· Compromiso de Montevideo sobre Migraciones y Desarrollo de los Jefes de Estado y de Gobierno de la Comunidad Iberoamericana;
· Comunicado Especial de Apoyo a la Lucha contra el Terrorismo;
· Comunicado Especial sobre Refugiados;
· Comunicado Especial sobre la Cooperación Energética para el Desarrollo Sustentable;
· Comunicado Especial sobre Género;
· Comunicado Especial sobre la Soberanía en las Islas Malvinas;
· Comunicado Especial sobre Colombia;
· Comunicado Especial sobre la Necesidad de Poner Fin al Bloqueo Económico, Comercial y Financiero Impuesto por el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos de América a Cuba, Incluida la Aplicación de la Llamada Ley Helms-Burton;
· Comunicado Especial de la XVI Cumbre Iberoamericana de Jefes de Estado y de Gobierno contra la Construcción de un Muro en la Frontera México-Estados Unidos;
· Comunicado sobre la Ampliación del Canal de Panamá.

The General Secretariat published the above-mentioned documents as CP/INF. 5410/06.

· Costa Rica informed the Council that for the next regular meeting a draft resolution on the electoral process in Nicaragua will be presented.

· Guatemala informed that the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples will held its “Eight Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Point of Consensus” in Washington D.C. on December 4 to 8, 2006. 

11.
Record of the regular meeting held on November 22, 2006

CP/ACTA 1571/06
/
1. Approval of the order of business


The Council approved the order of business, document CP/OD.1571/06.

2.
Approval of minutes
The Permanent Council approved the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1459 (regular meeting of December 15,2004),

· CP/ACTA 1460 (regular meeting of January 11, 2005),

· CP/ACTA 1461 (special meeting of January 12, 2005), and

· CP/ACTA 1462 (special meeting of January 26, 2005).

In accordance with Article 69.a of the Rules of Procedure of the Council, the Secretariat distributed the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1563/05, (special meeting of January 27, 2005),

· CP/ACTA 1464/05 (special meeting of February 1, 2005),

· CP/ACTA 1465/05 (special meeting of February 23, 2005),

· CP/ACTA 1467/05 (regular meeting of February 2, 2005),

· CP/ACTA 1473/05 (joint PC/CEPCIDI meeting of April 8, 2005), 

· CP/ACTA 1476/05 (joint PC/CEPCIDI meeting of April 13, 2005),

· CP/ACTA 1481/05 (joint PC/CEPCIDI meeting of May 4, 2005), and

· CP/ACTA 1483/05 (regular meeting of May 16, 2005).

3.
Preliminary report on the Electoral Observation Mission in Bolivia

The Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Bolivia, Mr. Horacio Serpa, made an oral presentation on the elections held on July, 2006.  The Council took note of the report and of the comments made by the Delegation of Bolivia and advised the General Secretariat to publish and distribute the written report, as soon as possible.

The Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Nicaragua, Mr. Gustavo Fernández, made an oral presentation on the elections held on November 5, 2006. The Council took note of the report and of the comments made by the Delegation of Nicaragua and advised the General Secretariat to publish and distribute the written report, as soon as possible.


The Council also approved the Declaration CP/DEC. 33 (1571/06), presented by GRUCA.

That declaration:

CONGRATULATES the people of Nicaragua, its Government, headed by Enrique Bolaños Geyer, and the other officials, on the electoral process carried out in the framework of its democratic institutions, and 

ALSO CONGRATULATES President-elect Daniel Ortega Saavedra on his election to the 2007-2012 presidential terms.

4.
Other business
· The Permanent Representative of Paraguay informed the Council on the Municipal Elections held in his country on November 19, 2006.

· The Permanent Representative of Mexico informed the Council that his government gave $100.000 to the OAS “Fund for Peace:  Peaceful Settlement of Territorial Disputes” for the Guatemalan people in Santa Rosa, Belize.

12.
Record of the regular meeting held on December 13, 2006

CP/ACTA 1573/06
/
1. Approval of the order of business


The Council approved the order of business, document CP/OD.1573/06 rev. 1.

2.
Approval of minutes
The Permanent Council approved the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1463/05 (regular meeting of January 27, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1464/05 (special meeting of February 1, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1467/05 (regular meeting of February 23, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1473/05 (joint meeting of April 8, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1476/05 (joint meeting of April 13, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1481/05 (joint meeting of May 4 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1483/05 (regular meeting of May 16, 2005)

In accordance with Article 69.a of the Rules of Procedure of the Council, the Secretariat distributed the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1477/05, (regular meeting of April 20, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1478/05 (special meeting of April 21 and 22, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1479/05 (regular meeting of April 27, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1484/05 (regular meeting of May 20, 2005)

3.
Draft resolution: Adjustment to the 2007 Program-Budget

Ambassador Francisco Villagran de Leon, Permanent Representative of Guatemala and Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), presented a draft resolution on the projected statutory and inflationary adjustment to the Regular Fund Program-Budget for 2007.


The Council then took note of the presentation made by the Chair of the CAAP and approved resolution CP/RES. 911 (1573/06) “Adjustment to the 2007 Program-Budget”, that state: 

1.
To approve a special appropriation from the Reserve Subfund in the amount of up to US$2.9 million:

(i)
To cover the cost of adjustments mandated under Article 40 of the General Standards and Resolution AG/RES. 1319 (XXV-O/95) to the salaries, post adjustments, and dependency allowances of the staff of the General Secretariat whose posts are funded by the Regular Fund, and 

(ii)
To offset the inflationary losses in the purchasing power of the budgetary resources allocated to non-personnel expenditures

2.
To request the General Assembly at its next regular session to waive the requirement under Article 72(b) of the General Standards which would otherwise require restoration of up to $2.9 million herein appropriated to the Reserve Subfund. 
3.
To request the General Secretariat to include this special appropriation of up to US$2.9 million in the quarterly reports on budgetary execution of the approved Regular Fund program-budget for 2007 of US$81,5 million and to report on the consolidated execution of both the program-budget and this special appropriation to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP).

4.
That this resolution does not constitute an increase in the program-budget ceiling for 2008.

4.
Preliminary report on the Electoral Observation Mission in Ecuador


The Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Ecuador, Dr. Rafael Bielsa, and Mr. Jose Antonio Viera Gallo Representative of the Secretary General, made an oral presentation on the elections held on November 26, 2006.  The Council took note of the report and of the comments made by the delegation of Ecuador, as well as the comments made by other delegations and instructed the General Secretariat to publish and distribute as soon as possible the written report.


The Council also approved Declaration CP/DEC. 34 (1573/06) that states:
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TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the electoral process in Ecuador concluded in an atmosphere of absolute institutional normality;

CONGRATULATES Ecuador on the conclusion of the electoral process carried out in the framework of its democratic institutions, and

EXPRESSES its heartfelt congratulations to the Ecuadorian people and to President-elect Rafael Correa.

5.
Preliminary report on the Electoral Observation Mission in Venezuela


The Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Venezuela, Ambassador Juan Enrique Fischer, made an oral presentation on the elections held on December 3, 2006. The Council took note of the report and of the comments made by Ambassador Jorge Valero, Permanent Representative of Venezuela, as well as the comments made by delegations and instructed the General Secretariat to publish and distribute as soon as possible the written report.


The Council also approved the Declaration CP/DEC. 35 (1573/06) that states:

BEARING IN MIND that the Venezuelan elections took place in an atmosphere of institutional tranquility and normality; and

CONSIDERING that the high level of participation in the presidential elections contributes to the strengthening of the democratic process in Venezuela,

CONGRATULATES the people of Venezuela, its government, its political parties, and its democratic institutions for the civic spirit that prevailed during the electoral process; and

EXTENDS its congratulations to President Hugo Chávez Frías for his reelection.

6. Verbal report of the Permanent representative of Brazil on MESICIC


Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil presented a report on the Second Meeting of the Conference of State Parties to the Mechanism for Follow up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption (MESICIC).


The Council decided to take due note of the statement made by the Permanent Representative of Brazil. 

7.
OAS-IDB-UNICEF Initiative for Universal Civil Registration in Latin America and the Caribbean


At the requests of the Permanent Missions of Peru (CP/INF. 5412/06) and Mexico (CP/INF. 5413/06), the Permanent Council received a report on the OAS-IDB-UNICEF Initiative for Universal Civil Registration in Latin America and the Caribbean. The members of the Permanent Council were brief on the agreement reached through the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed by the Secretary General of the OAS, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), in August 8, 2006, to joint each institution efforts and to cooperate “in the area of citizen registration” (CP/INF. 5426/06).

The Council took note of the presentations made by Ms. Ann Veneman, Executive Director of UNICEF, Mr. Jamal Khokhar, Chief of the Office of the President of the IDB, Mr. Eduardo Ruiz, Chief of the National Register of Peru, Mr. Enrique Taboada, General Director of the National Register of Mexico, and by the Secretary General of the OAS.  Comments made by delegations were also noted.

The Council further instructed the General Secretariat to present a detailed report on the activities carried out in the framework of the OAS-IDB-UNICEF initiative for universal registration in Latin America and the Caribbean, before the General Assembly in 2007.  

8.
Other business

· The Permanent Representative of Panama invited members of the Permanent Missions to visit the exhibit on the Jewels of the Rare Collection on the Columbus memorial Library.

· The Permanent Council bid farewell to the Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, Ambassador José Luis Velázquez.

13.
Record of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the

Inter-American Council for Integral Development

held on December 14, 2006

CP/ACTA 1574/06
/
1. Approval of the Order of Business


The Order of Business of the Joint Meeting of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development was approved (CP/OD-1574/06).

2. Scholarships and Training Programs of the OAS


The Ambassador Ellsworth I.A. John, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Chair of the CEPCIDI, and the Secretary General of the OAS, Jose Miguel Insulza, under the provisions established in resolution AG/RES. 2257 (XXXVI-O/06), presented their remarks on the activities and measures taken in regards to the Scholarships and Training Programs of the OAS.


The Permanent Council took note of the presentations made by the Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and by the Secretary General, as well as the observations presented by the delegations, and approved the resolution CP/RES.912 (1574/06), which states:

1. To approve the temporary lifting of the pause and to authorize the awarding of new scholarships leading up to the selection in 2007 of students to pursue studies beginning by no later than March 2008.

2. To decide that the scholarship cycle leading up to the selection of students in 2007 will be governed provisionally by the Draft Manual of Procedures of Scholarships and Training Programs of the OAS presented by the Secretariat (CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc.328/06) and that subsequent scholarship announcements will be governed by said Manual once it has been adopted.

3. To set March 15, 2007 as the deadline for definitive adoption of the new Manual of Procedures of Scholarships and Training Programs of the OAS; otherwise resolution AG/RES. 2257 (XXXVI-O/06) shall again be in effect.

4. To decide that, as SPECAF scholarships have their own budgetary allocation and dynamics, they will continue to be awarded based on the same distribution criteria currently employed, on the understanding that this will be done within the authorized budgetary limits of the program-budget of the Organization of American States (OAS) for 2007 and that these scholarships will also be subject to the same maximum total cost per scholarship per academic year that applies to the other scholarships to be awarded in 2007.

5. To set a limit of 34 “self-placed” scholarships and not limit “OAS-placed” scholarships beyond the limit set by the budget, in order to ensure that scholarships are not committed in excess of the number that may be awarded within the existing budget.  No country will have fewer than two scholarships in the selection cycle to be conducted in 2007, thereby ensuring access to scholarships by all countries, according priority to less developed countries.

6. That no country may receive in its universities over 40% of the total number of scholarship recipients for graduate studies.

7. To establish a maximum limit of US$30,000.00 on the total cost per scholarship per academic year.

14.
Record of the regular meeting held on December 18, 2006

CP/ACTA 1575/06
/
1. Approval of the order of business

The Council approved the order of business, document CP/OD.1575/06 corr. 1.

2.
Preparatory works on the Establishment of the Committee on the Eliminations of all Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities
The Council took note of the information presented by Mr. Jean Michel Arrighi, Director of the Department of International Legal Affairs, on the preparatory works for the establishment of the Committee on the Eliminations of all Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, in accordance with Article VI of the Convention.

3.
Note from the Permanent Mission of Panama

The Government of the Republic of Panama, through its representative Ambassador Aristides Royo, offered to host the first meeting of the Committee provided for in the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CP/doc.4165/06).

The Council, after hearing the comments made by delegations, as well as the point raised by Basia Manitius, Alternative Representative of Canada and Vice Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, decided:

· To take note of the presentation made by Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama.

· To thank the Government of Panama for its generous offer to host the first meeting of the Committee established by the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Persons with Disabilities.

· To agree that the first meeting of the Committee on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Persons with Disabilities will be held in Panama, February 26 and 27, 2007.

· To approve the required financing for the above-mentioned meeting with resources from the Sub-program 21C of the Program-Budget of the Regular Fund for the year 2006.

4.
Preliminary report on the Electoral Observation Mission in Ecuador

The Representative of the Secretariat for Political Affairs of the General Secretariat, Mr Steven Griner, made an oral presentation on the general elections held in Saint Lucia on December 15, 2006.  The Council took note of the report and the comments made by Ambassador Sonia Johnny, Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia, as well as those made by other delegations, and instructed the General Secretariat to publish and distribute the written report as soon as possible.

5.
Commemoration of the 30th Anniversary of the Art Museum of the Americas

The Permanent Council commemorated the 30th Anniversary of the Art Museum of the Americas which houses the permanent art collection of the General Secretariat.  The Art Museum was established by the Permanent Council in 1976 (CP/RES. 178 (241/76). 

Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General, presented a video prepared by the Museum’s staff to celebrate the occasion.  Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay and Chairman of the Group of Friends of the Museum, referred to the extensive art collection and activities being carried out by the Museum, and encouraged donations from those member states whose artists are not yet represented in its collection. Comments on the presentation and appreciation expressed by delegations were duly noted.  Members of the Council were provided with copies of the video presented.

The Council also congratulated the entire staff of the Museum for organizing the 30th Anniversary commemoration and thanked them for the informative documents distributed.

6. Verbal report on the Thirty-third Assembly of Delegates of CIM


The Council took note of the information presented by Mrs. Carmen Lomellin, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Committee on Women (CIM), on the results of Thirty-third Assembly of Delegates held in San Salvador, El Salvador on November 2006.  Likewise, the Council took note of the observations made by Ambassador Abigail Castro de Perez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, and the comments made by delegations.

7.
Other business

· The Permanent Mission of Brazil requested the distribution of a CD-ROM of the Special Session of Freedom of Thought and Expression that took place on October 26 and 27, 2006.  The Alternative Representative of Brazil also informed the Council that his government ratified the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions.

· The Permanent Council bid farewell to Ambassador John Maisto, Permanent Representative of the United States.

15.
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1. Adoption of the order of business

The Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1576/07.
· Remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council
Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, made some remarks on the occasion of her first meeting as Chair of the Permanent Council. She said, among other things, that she intended to promote steadfastly the general principles of international law and, with support from the various diplomatic missions, some topics such as the environment and regional agreements, protection and promotion of the rights of children, and in particular the right of identity and of citizen participation.

· Presentation of the gavel


As is customary, the Permanent Council presented the gavel to Ambassador Marina Annette Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, in recognition for her work as Chair of the Council from October to December 2006.

2. Note from the Permanent Mission of Ecuador requesting inclusion of the topic “Resumption of glyphosate spraying in an area adjacent to the Ecuadorian border”

At the request of the Permanent Mission of Ecuador, the Permanent Council considered the topic “Resumption of glyphosate spraying in an area adjacent to the Ecuadorian border” (CP/INF.5428/07). 


Present for consideration of this matter were His Excellency Mr. Francisco Carrión Mena, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ecuador, and His Excellency Mr. Camilo Reyes, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of Colombia.


During the meeting, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ecuador presented the OAS Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza, with three volumes containing “Studies and documents on aerial spraying of glyphosate and its chemical components.”  The three volumes have been placed in the Columbus Memorial Library.  The statements by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ecuador and the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of Colombia have been published, respectively, as documents CP/INF.5433/07 and CP/INF.5432/07.  


Lastly, the Council decided to take note of the information presented on the topic.

3. Update on preparations for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly


Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General, commented on the preparatory work for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly.


In that connection, the Permanent Council decided:

· To take note of the information presented by the Assistant Secretary General on the preparatory work for the next regular session of the General Assembly.

· To reiterate to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization that they should transmit, no later than March 1 of this year, their respective annual reports in order to meet statutory deadlines and as indicated by the Assistant Secretary General.

4. Applications from civil society organizations to participate in OAS activities

Ambassador Marina Annette Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago and Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, presented the applications from the following civil society organizations (CP/CISC-301/06) to the Permanent Council for consideration:
	1.
Transparency International Costa Rica 
	(CP/CISC-255/07)



	2
Transparência Brasil
	(CP/CISC-256/07)



	3
Caja de Compensación Familiar de Antioquia (COMFAMA) 


	(CP/CISC-257/07)

	4.
Coalición Regional contra el Tráfico de Mujeres y Niñas en América Latina y el Caribe, A.C.  (CATW-LAC) 


	(CP/CISC-258/07)

	5.
Centro Latinoamericano de Estudios y Cooperación para el Desarrollo (CENLAT)  


	(CP/CISC-259/07)

	6.
Corporación Participación Ciudadana Ecuador (Participación Ciudadana) 


	(CP/CISC-260/07)

	7.
Federación Latinoamericana de Ciudades, Municipios y Asociaciones de Gobiernos Locales (FLACMA) 


	(CP/CISC-261/07)

	8.
Foro de Mujeres del MERCOSUR, Paraguay Chapter
	(CP/CISC-262/07)



	9.
Fundación Talento para el Desarrollo de la Simulación Dinámica, el Pensamiento Sistémico y el Conocimiento (Fundación Talento)

	(CP/CISC-263/07)

	10.
Fundación Terra

	(CP/CISC-264/07)

	11.
Grupo Cívico Ética y Transparencia (EyT)


	(CP/CISC-265/07)

	12.
Movimento Nacional de Direitos Humanos (MNDH)

	(CP/CISC-266/06)

	13.
Terra de Direitos 

	(CP/CISC-267/06)

	14.
Asociación Civil Espacio Plaza Argentina

	(CP/CISC-269/06)

	15.
Centro para el Desarrollo Comunal (CEDECO)

	(CP/CISC-270/06)

	16.
Corporación Cultural Nueva Acrópolis de Chile

	(CP/CISC-271/06)

	17.
Galilei Consulting

	(CP/CISC-275/06)

	18.
African Canadian Legal Clinic (ACLC) 


	(CP/CISC-278/06)

	19
Art Center College of Design 


	(CP/CISC-279/06)

	20.
Asociación de Comunicadores Sociales Calandria 


	(CP/CISC-280/06)

	21.
Barbados Youth Business Trust (BYBT) 
	(CP/CISC-281/06)

	22.
Centro Nacional de Comunicación A.C. (CENCOS)

	CP/CISC-283/06)

	23.
Chile Transparente, Capítulo Chileno de Transparencia Internacional 


	(CP/CISC-284/06)

	24.
Committee of Relief and Cooperation for the Advancement of Haiti (CORCAH) 


	(CP/CISC-285/06)

	25.
Consejo Nacional del Comercio y los Servicios (CONSECOMERCIO) 


	(CP/CISC-286/06)

	26.
Corporación de Apoyo a Misiones Integrales Camioneros (CAMI)

	(CP/CISC-287/06)

	27.
Sociedad Uruguaya para el Progreso de la Ciencia y la Tecnología (SUPCYT) 
	(CP/CISC-288/06)

	28.
International Education and Resource Network, Trinidad and Tobago (iEARN TnT) 


	(CP/CISC-289/06)

	29.
 Instituto de Derechos Humanos y Relaciones Internacionales “Alfredo Vázquez Carrizosa” 


	(CP/CISC-290/06)

	30.
Fundación Cultura Democrática (FUCUDE) 


	(CP/CISC-292/06)

	31.
Haitian American Grassroots Coalition (HAGC) 


	(CP/CISC-293/06)

	32.
Coalición Hispana 


	(CP/CISC-294/06)

	33.
Instituto de Derechos Humanos Santo Domingo (IDHSD) 


	(CP/CISC-295/06)

	34.
Fundación Antonio Restrepo Barco 


	(CP/CISC-296/06)

	35.
Fundación Congreso Judío Mundial


	(CP/CISC-297/06)



The Permanent Council decided to approve the applications of these civil society organizations, in accordance with the Guidelines established in resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and pursuant to Article 22 of its Rules of Procedure.

5. Approval of minutes
The Council approved the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1477/05, of the regular meeting of April 20, 2005;

· CP/ACTA 1478/05, of the special meeting of April 21 and 22, 2005; and

· CP/ACTA 1484/05, of the regular meeting of May 20, 2005.

6. Other business
· It was announced that, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2234 (XXXVI-O/06), the Ninth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples would be held at OAS headquarters from January 22 to 26, 2007, and that the costs for that meeting would be in line with the Permanent Council decisions set forth in resolution CP/RES. 872 (1459/04).

· The Permanent Representative of Canada announced that, at the next meeting, he would present to the Permanent Council for consideration a draft resolution convening the Special Meeting of the OAS/REMJA Working Group on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition, as indicated by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2228 (XXXVI-O/06).

· Farewell

The Permanent Council bade farewell to Ambassador Henry Illes, Permanent Representative of Suriname.

16.
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7. Adoption of the order of business

The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1577/07.

· Welcome to new Permanent Representatives

The Council welcomed the new Permanent Representative of Bolivia, Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros Anaya, and the new Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Antero Flores-Araoz.

8. Presentation of the Draft Declaration of Panama:  “Energy for Development”

Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, presented, on behalf of his government, the draft declaration “Energy for Development” (CP/doc.4168/07), which is to be presented to the ministers of foreign affairs and heads of delegation of the OAS member states at the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly, to be held in Panama, June 3 to 5, 2007.


After hearing the interventions of the delegations on the draft declaration, the Permanent Council decided:

· To thank the Government of Panama, through Ambassador Aristides Royo, for its timely presentation of the Draft Declaration of Panama:  “Energy for Development.”

· To establish a working group, open to all delegations, to consider such observations and recommendations as the delegations might wish to present regarding the aforementioned draft declaration.

· To request the General Secretariat, through the Department of Sustainable Development, to provide technical advice and Secretariat services to said working group.

· To designate Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, Chair of the Working Group to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of Panama, “Energy for Development.”

9. Presentation by the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) on the topic “Justice Reforms in the Americas”
The Executive Director of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA), Mr. Juan Enrique Vargas, gave a presentation on the topic “Justice Reforms in the Americas.”


The following individuals also participated in said presentation:  Mr. Russell R. Wheeler, adviser to the JSCA’s Board of Directors, Mr. Francisco Cruz Fuenzalida, Executive Secretary of the JSCA’s Board of Directors, and Mr. Peter DeShazo, Director of the Americas Program of the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS).


The Executive Director of the JSCA presented, together with its annual report to the General Assembly, a summary of studies conducted by the JSCA in its six years working in the following countries:  Canada, United States, Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Honduras, Jamaica, Haiti, Dominican Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Colombia, Venezuela, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, Bolivia, Argentina, and the Eastern Caribbean.


Lastly, after hearing the observations of the delegations on this topic and on the studies being conducted by the JSCA, the Council decided:

· To take note of the reports and to thank the members of the JSCA for their presentation thereof.

· To refer the topic to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for such observations as the delegations might wish to make observations thereon.

· To forward the matter, as a reference document, to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.


At the meeting, the following documents presented by the JSCA were distributed by the Secretariat:

· Reforma Judicial en América Latina - Resultados, prepared by Peter DeShazo and Juan Enrique Vargas (Spanish and English).

· CEJA en un Vistazo:  Seis Años de Trabajo por la Justicia en las Américas (2000-2006). (Spanish and English).   Both documents have been deposited in the Columbus Memorial Library and are published online at:  www.cejamericas.org.

10. Report by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) on progress made in establishing the committee provided for in the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities

The Chair of the CAJP, Ambassador Osmar V. Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil, reported to the Permanent Council on progress made in establishing the committee provided for in the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, pursuant to Article VI of said Convention and the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 2167 (XXXVI-O/06).


In that connection, the Council decided to adopt resolution CP/RES. 913 (1577/07), the operative paragraphs of which resolve:

1.
To thank the Government of Panama for its kind offer to host the first meeting of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, to be held on February 28 and March 1, 2007.

2.
To transmit to that Committee document CP/CAJP-2434/06 rev.2, entitled “Draft Rules of Procedure of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities,” and to transmit to the states parties document CP/CAJP-2420/06 rev. 4, entitled “General Orientation regarding the Contents of the Reports of the States Parties to the Inter-American Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.”

3.
To urge the states parties to the Convention to appoint, before January 31, 2007, their representatives, who should serve independently and in their personal capacities, be persons of high moral authority, and have sound technical knowledge and experience in the various subjects addressed by the Convention.

4.
To urge states parties, as stipulated in Article VI.4 of the Convention, to present a report, taking into account the “General Orientation regarding the Contents of the Reports of the States Parties to the Inter-American Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities,” document CP/CAJP-2420/06 rev. 4.

5.
To request the Secretary General to continue, in accordance with Article VI.7 of the Convention, to provide the necessary support for the fulfillment of the Committee’s functions.

11. Partnership for Opportunities in Employment through Technology in the Americas (POETA) program, presented by the Trust for the Americas
Mrs. Linda Eddleman, Executive Director of the Trust for the Americas, gave a presentation on the POETA program.  She referred to the program’s objective, which is to provide technology training and employment solutions for low-income groups throughout the Hemisphere.  She also indicated that POETA works with, inter alia, at-risk young people, persons with disabilities, women heads of household, and remote communities, making available to participants computer training, psychological counseling, motivation, and preparation for different jobs for which labor market demand exists in each country.


After hearing the interventions of the delegations regarding the POETA program, and the recognition by acclamation of the excellent work being done by the Trust for the Americas, the Council decided:

· To take note of the information provided by the Trust for the Americas on the POETA program.

· To forward this information, as a reference document, to the first meeting of the Committee provided for in the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, to be held on February 28 and March 1, 2007, in Panama.

6.
Convocation of the special meeting of the OAS/REMJA Working Group on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition


The Permanent Council considered the draft resolution “Place and Date of the Special Meeting of the OAS/REMJA Working Group on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition (CP/doc.4166/07 rev. 4), presented by the Permanent Mission of Canada.


In that connection, it decided to adopt CP/RES. 914 (1577/07), the operative text of which reads:

1. To express appreciation for the offer by the Government of Canada to host a special meeting of the OAS/REMJA Working Group on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition.

2. To convene the Special Meeting of the OAS/REMJA Working Group on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition, to be held in Montreal, Canada, from March 26 to 27, 2007.

3. To accept the offer of Canada to host the Special Meeting in line with OAS standards within its own budget and without drawing on the Regular Fund of the OAS.  In the alternative, the Special Meeting may be at OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C., from March 26 to 27, 2007, drawing on item 21C of the Regular Fund of the OAS in accordance with applicable rules.

4. To request the General Secretariat to support the preparations for the Special Meeting of the Working Group in coordination with Canada as host.

The Council also decided to refer the resolution to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, should resources from Subprogram 21C of the Regular Fund be needed. 

7. Referral of documents
The Council decided to refer to the Committees the following documents:

· To the General Committee: Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4169/07)

· To the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs:  Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) (CP/doc.4173/07)

· To the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs:  The Work Plans of Offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States for 2007 and Report of Funds/Subsidies Received from Host Governments (CP/doc.4167/07)

12. Minutes


The Permanent Council adopted the minutes of the special meeting held on January 27, 2005 (CP/ACTA 1479/05).  In accordance with the provisions of Article 69.a of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Secretariat distributed the minutes of the regular meeting held on May 24, 2005 (CP/ACTA 1485/05), for consideration by the Council at an upcoming meeting.

13. Other business

· The Permanent Representative of Ecuador reported that on December 31, 2006, his government had complied with its payment plan with the OAS General Secretariat.

· El Permanent Representative of Peru reported the contribution of US$25,000 to the OAS electoral observation mission program.

17.
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1. Adoption of the order of business


The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1578/07.

· Condolences

The Permanent Council conveyed, through the Permanent Mission of Ecuador, its condolences on the tragic death of Mrs. Guadalupe Larriva, Minister of Defense, her daughter, and the military personnel accompanying her, on January 24, 2007.

The Permanent Council also conveyed, through the Permanent Mission of Barbados, its condolences on the death of Mr. Oliver Jackman, former judge of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, who passed on January 24, 2007.

2. Commemoration of the Day of the Women of the Americas and the anniversary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

The President of the CIM, Dr. the Honorable Jacqui Quinn-Leandro, Minister of Labour, Public Administration and Empowerment with Responsibility for Gender Affairs of Antigua and Barbuda, presented a brief summary in connection with the commemoration of the Day of the Women of the Americas and the 79th anniversary of the CIM.


Having heard the comments of the delegations on the presentation made by the President of the CIM, the Permanent Council decided to:

· Thank Dr. Jacqui Quinn-Leandro for her presentation, which would be entered in the minutes of the corresponding meeting; and

· Request the General Secretariat to disseminate as widely as possible the remarks made by the President of the CIM.

3. Eighth Report of the Secretary General on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA)

Mr. José Miguel Insulza, OAS Secretary General, presented the Eighth Report on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia, document CP/doc.4176/07, entrusted to it by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 859 (1397/04).


In that connection, the Secretary General referred, inter alia, to the marked progress made by MAPP/OEA in its post-demobilization verification tasks, support for communities, and monitoring and follow-up regarding the enforcement of the Ley de Justicia y Paz [Justice and Peace Law].  He also underscored the support of the member states, permanent observers, and the Friends of MAPP/OEA in Colombia, which includes Brazil, Canada, Chile, the Netherlands, Mexico, Norway, Spain, Sweden, and the United States.


Next, Ambassador Camilo Alfonso Ospina Bernal, Permanent Representative of Colombia, presented his observations on the above-mentioned report.


For its part, after hearing the comments made by the delegations on this topic, the Permanent Council decided to:

· Thank the Secretary General for his presentation of the eighth report on MAPP/OEA; and

· To take note of the comments made by the Permanent Representative of Colombia and by the delegations.

4. Oral report of the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) on the special meetings held in the second half of 2006

The Chair of the CSH, Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica, reported to the Permanent Council on the following special meetings:

· Second Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, held on November 29, 2006, in accordance with resolutions AG/RES. 2113 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06).

· Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, in preparation for the Conference of States Parties, to be held in 2009, which was held on November 30, 2006.  The meeting was held in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2110 (XXXV-O/05).

· Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, in preparation for the first Conference of States Parties, to take place in 2009, held on December 1, 2006, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2152 (XXXV-O/05), operative paragraph 5.

· Combating the Proliferation of Nuclear, Chemical, and Biological Weapons, their Delivery Systems and Related Materials, held on December 11, 2006, in accordance with resolutions AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06), and AG/RES. 2107 (XXXV-O/05), in which it is resolved to fulfill the shared commitment of member states to make the Americas a region free of biological and chemical weapons.

For its part, the Permanent Council decided:

· To take note of the information presented by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security; and

· To thank the members of the Committee for holding these important meetings entrusted to it by the OAS General Assembly.

5. Oral report of the Chair of the Joint CP/CEPCIDI Working Group on the draft Social Charter of the Americas


The Chair of the Joint CP/CEPCIDI Working Group on the draft Social Charter of the Americas briefly summarized the work done during her term.


In that connection, the Chair underscored the major progress made by the Working Group, based essentially on three points:  the increasing number of contributions of specific proposals made by the Group; the contribution by the Group of proposals on which consensus among the subregions had already been reached; and the decision of the Working Group that the operative section of the draft Social Charter of the Americas would be more densely and simply worded, and take an appropriate approach.


The Council decided to take note of the information presented by the Chair of the Joint CP/CEPCIDI Working Group on the draft Social Charter of the Americas and of the comments of the delegations.  

6. Note from the Permanent Mission of Bolivia on the Tenth Meeting of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group on indigenous peoples

Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros Anaya, Permanent Representative of Bolivia, reiterated in a note (CP/doc.4177/07) that the Tenth Meeting of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, convened by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2234 (XXXVI-O/06), would be held in Bolivia, from March 26 to 30, 2007.


The Permanent Council, through its Permanent Representative, thanked the Government of Bolivia for hosting the next meeting of negotiation on the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, convened by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2234 (XXXVI-O/06).

7. Note from the Secretariat pro tempore of CIFTA on the Eighth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee

Having heard the information presented by the Alternate Representative of Costa Rica regarding the Eighth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), the Permanent Council  decided to:

· Transmit to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) the request presented by the Secretariat pro tempore of CIFTA (CP/doc.4174/07), for the purposes set out in operative paragraph 12 of resolution AG/RES. 2179 (XXXVI-O/06); and

· To request the General Secretariat, once the CAAP had taken a decision regarding the funds required to hold said meeting, to report to the states parties to CIFTA that the Eighth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee would be held on April 19, 2007.

8. Announcement of a vacancy on the Leo Rowe Fund Committee

The Permanent Council decided that the fourth member state of the Organization on the Leo Rowe Fund Committee would be designated at the regular meeting of the Permanent Council scheduled for March 7, 2007.

9. Minutes


The Council adopted ACTA 1485/05, corresponding to the regular meeting held on May 24, 2005.

10. Transmission of documents
The Council decided to refer the following reports to the Committees for their consideration:

· Annual Report of the Inter-American Indian Institute (CP/doc.4175/07), to the General Committee.

· Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CP/doc.4178/07), to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.


In addition, the Permanent Council, taking account of the new structure of the OAS General Secretariat, which establishes the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, decided to forward the following annual reports to the Committee on Hemispheric Security for its consideration:

· Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

· Annual Report of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

· Annual Report of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)

11. Other business


Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, expressed his recognition of Ambassador Juan León, Alternate Representative of Guatemala, for his transfer to the Embassy of his country in Ecuador.

18.
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1.
Adoption of the draft order of business


The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1579/07.

2. Opportunities for Cooperation in the Development of Legal and Institutional Frameworks for Addressing Environmental Challenges in the Region


At the request of its Chair, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, the Permanent Council convened this special meeting to consider the topic “Opportunities for Cooperation in the Development of Legal and Institutional Frameworks for Addressing Environmental Challenges in the Region.”

The meeting was held in accordance with the program adopted by the Permanent Council, which is transcribed below:

1. Remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador María del Lujan Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS
2. Remarks by the His Excellency José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General, OAS
3. Oral presentations on environmental trends and shared challenges in the region

a. Cristián Samper, Director of the Smithsonian Institution National Museum of Natural History

b. Neville Trotz, Science Advisor of the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre
4. Interventions by delegations


Moderator: Ambassador Lisa Shoman, Permanent Representative of Belize to the OAS

5. Oral presentations on existing cooperation mechanisms for environmental issues and the need for institutional strengthening in the Hemisphere

a. Paul Miller, Deputy Director of the Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management (NESCAUM) 

b. Rosalía Arteaga, Secretary-General, Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO)

c. Joao Bosco, Water Resources Secretary, Ministry of the Environment, Brazil

6. Interventions by delegations

Moderator: Mr. Douglas G. Fraser, Alternate Representative of Canada to the OAS

7. Oral presentations on legal and institutional frameworks as a response to environmental trends and challenges in the region

a. David Hunter, Professor and Director of the Program on International and Comparative Environmental Law, American University, Washington College of Law

b. Gustavo Alanis, President, Mexican Environmental Law Center

c. Charles Di Leva, Chief Counsel, Environmentally and Socially Sustainable Development and International Law, Legal Department, the World Bank
8. Interventions by delegations

Moderator: Ambassador Alejandro García Moreno, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS

9. Intervention by representatives of international organizations: 
a. James Warren Evans, Sector Director, Environment Department, World Bank (WB)

b. Ricardo Quiroga, Senior Economist, Environment Division, Sustainable Development Department, Inter-American Development Bank (IADB)

c. L. Brennan Van Dyke, Director, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)-Regional Office for North America

d. Inés Bustillo, Director, United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)-Washington Office

e. Georgina Nuñez, United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)- Washington Office
10. Interventions by delegations 

Moderator: Mr. J. Robert Manzanares, Interim Representative of the United States to the OAS

11. Remarks by the Executive Secretary for Integral Development, Ambassador Alfonso Quiñonez
12. Closing remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador María del Lujan Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS
3.
Decision


When consideration had been concluded of the topic “Opportunities for Cooperation in the Development of Legal and Institutional Frameworks for Addressing Environmental Challenges in the Region,” the Permanent Council decided to transmit the minutes of this special meeting to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development.

4.
Other business

The Permanent Council bade farewell to Ambassador Sonia Johnny, Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia. 

5.
Documents


The Secretariat has recorded and published the following documents:

· Explanatory Note, prepared by the Department of Sustainable Development (CP/INF. 5442/07)

· Observations of the Permanent Mission of Brazil regarding the Explanatory Note published in document CP/INF. 5442/07

· Remarks by Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay and Chair of the Permanent Council (CP/INF. 5447/07)

· Biographies of Panelists (CP/INF. 5445/07)

Remarks made by the Permanent Representative of the Argentine Republic, Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, at the aforementioned special meeting (CP/doc.4182/07)
19.
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1. Adoption of the order of business


The Permanent Council adopted the order of business (CP/OD-1580/07).

2. Remarks by His Excellency Ambassador David Choquehuanca Céspedes, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship of the Republic of Bolivia

The Permanent Council held a special meeting to receive His Excellency Ambassador David Choquehuanca Céspedes, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship of the Republic of Bolivia.

The speeches delivered by the OAS Secretary General and the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship of the Republic of Bolivia have been included in the minutes of the meeting.

3. Other business

The Council bade farewell to Ambassador Sonia Merlyn Johnny, Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia.

20.
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1. Adoption of the order of business


The Permanent Council adopted the order of business (CP/OD-1581/07).

2. Visit by His Excellency Peter Gordon MacKay, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada

The Permanent Council held a special meeting to receive His Excellency Peter Gordon MacKay, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada.

The speeches delivered by Mr. José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the OAS, and by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada have been included in the minutes of the meeting.
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1. Adoption of the order of business


The Permanent Council adopted the order of business (CP/OD-1582/07).

2. Appointment of a member state of the OAS to the Leo S. Rowe Fund Committee

On the proposal of Ambassador Deborah Mae Novell, Permanent Representative of Antigua and Barbuda, the Permanent Council appointed by acclamation the Permanent Mission of the United States as a new member of the Leo S. Rowe Fund Committee for a four-year term.

3. Presentation of  the Annual Report of the OAS Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD) 

In his capacity as President of the OAS Administrative Tribunal, Judge Albert Matthew presented the Annual Report of that body to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4169/07), which gave an account of the Tribunal’s activities in 2006.


In that connection, the Permanent Council decided:

· To thank the Chair for presenting the Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal of the Organization and to take note thereof; and 

· To transmit said report to the General Committee so that delegations wishing to do so might make any observations and/or suggestions they deemed appropriate, in accordance with Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

4. Presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

The Executive Secretary of CITEL, Mr. Clovis Baptista, presented the Annual Report of that body (CP/doc.4180/07) on its activities in 2006.

For its part, the Permanent Council decided:

· To take note of the comments made by the Executive Secretary of CITEL regarding the Commission’s activities in 2006; and

· To transmit said report to the General Committee so that delegations wishing to do so might make the observations and/or suggestions they deemed appropriate, in accordance with Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

5. Presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Children's Institute


Mr. John Biehl, Interim Director of the Inter-American Children's Institute, presented the Annual Report of the Institute to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4181/07).


In that regard, the Permanent Council decided: 

· To thank the Interim Director of the Inter-American Children's Institute for presenting the Annual Report; and

· To transmit said report to the General Committee so that delegations wishing to do so might make any observations and/or suggestions they deemed appropriate, in accordance with Article 91.f of the OAS Charter. 

6. Minutes

The Council approved the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1482/05, of the regular meeting of May 11, 2005;

· CP/ACTA 1486/05, of the regular meeting of May 25, 2005; and

· CP/ACTA 1487/05, of the regular meeting of May 26, 2005. 

7. Referral of documents
· The Council decided to refer the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.

8. Other business

Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, commented on the procedures for hearings in the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.  The delegations of Brazil, the United States, the Dominican Republic, Colombia, Argentina, Chile, and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines also spoke on the topic.

On that point, Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General, speaking in his capacity as Secretary of the Permanent Council, said that the opinions expressed by delegations on the subject raised by Panama would be transmitted to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights through its Executive Secretary.
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1. Approval of the order of business


The Permanent Council approved the order of business (CP/OD-1583/07).


At the request of the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, the Council convened this special meeting to consider the subject “Children, Identity, and Citizenship in the Americas.”


The meeting was conducted in accordance with the following order of business, adopted by the Permanent Council:

1. Remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS

2. Remarks by His Excellency José Miguel Insulza, OAS Secretary General

3. Panel 1: Child protection
· Child protection
· Universal registration of births
· Children and armed conflict
Panelists:
a.
Dr. John Biehl del Río, Acting Director General, Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) - Uruguay
b.
Dr. Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) – Brazil
c.
Dr. Mark Steinbeck, Deputy Head, Regional Delegation of the United States and Canada of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) – Washington D.C.
d.
Nils Kastberg, UNICEF Regional Director for the Americas and the Caribbean Region – Panama
Moderator: Ambassador Ellsworth John, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines to the OAS
4. Exchange of views among delegations 
5. Panel 2: Identity, the door to other basic rights 
· Scope of the right to identity and its relationships with other rights
· Institutions responsible for registration and identification of persons
· Citizenship, development, rights, and exclusion
Panelists:
a.
Carlos Anaya Moreno, Member of the Council of Directors of Civil Registration, Identification, and Vital Statistics of Latin America (CLARCIEV) - Mexico
b.
Jacqueline Mazza, Senior Specialist, Sustainable Development Department, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) – Washington D.C.
c.
Jaya Sarkar, Deputy Regional Director, Regional Office for the Americas, Plan Internacional – Panama
d.
Ana Lúcia de Oliveira Paes, Department of Brazilian Communities Abroad (DCB) - Brazil
Moderator: Ambassador Camilo Alfonso Ospina, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS
6. Exchange of views among delegations
7. Panel 3: Identity, participation and citizenship
· Public policies regarding the right to identity 

· Building political consensus to promote the right to identity
· Case study:  Identifying and registering the unregistered:  Haiti and Chile
Panelists:
a.
Dr. Patricia Weiss Fagen, Institute for the Study of International Migration, Georgetown University
b.
Félix Ortega de la Torre, Consultant, Organization of American States
c.
Mr. Alejandro Giusti, Regional Advisor on Vital and Health Statistics, Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) – Washington D.C.
Moderator: Ambassador Alejandro García Moreno, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS
8. Exchange of views among delegations
9. Remarks by Dr. Mariclaire Acosta, Director, OAS Department for the Promotion of Good Governance
10. Closing remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS

Decisions


After its consideration of the topic “Children, Identity, and Citizenship,” the Permanent Council decided:

· To thank the panelists, moderators, and delegations for their presentations, which will be included in the minutes of the meeting;

· To ask the Technical Secretariat to prepare a report on the meeting that summarizes the comments and/or recommendations made by participants and to transmit it to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development for consideration; and 

· To ask the Inter-American Juridical Committee, at this stage, for an opinion on the scope of the right to identity, in light of the views exchanged at this meeting.

Documents


The Secretariat has recorded and published the following documents:

· Explanatory Note prepared by the Technical Secretariat (CP/INF.5452/07)

· National Civil Birth Registration Plan in Brazil (CP/INF.5454/07)
· Comments by the Argentine Republic on “Children, Identity, and Citizenship" (CP/INF.5455/07)

· Presentation by Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay and Chair of the Permanent Council (CP/INF.5456/07)

· Presentation by Ambassador Osmar V. Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil (CP/INF.5457/07)

· Responsible Paternity Law of Costa Rica (presented by the Permanent Mission of Costa Rica and distributed during the meeting as an unclassified document)
/
· Strategic Plan 2005-2008 and video on the rights of children, presented by the Inter-American Children’s Institute
/
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1. Adoption of the order of business


The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1584/07.  Later there was a change in the sequence in which the agenda items were considered.

2. Presentation by the First Vice President and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Panama

His Excellency Samuel Lewis Navarro, First Vice President and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Panama, spoke to the Permanent Council on the holding of the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly in his country.

3. Presentation of the Annual Report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)


Dr. Mirta Roses Periago, Director of the Pan American Health Organization, presented the Annual Report (CP/doc.4186/07) summarizing PAHO’s activities in 2006 and referred to certain programs scheduled for the present year.


After her presentation, the following delegations issued observations and recommendations on the Annual Report:  Argentina, Canada, Saint Kitts and Nevis on behalf of the member countries of CARICOM, Haiti, Belize on behalf of the member countries of GRUCA, Chile, Brazil, Ecuador, El Salvador, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, Paraguay, Venezuela, the United States, Guyana, Guatemala, and Bolivia.


In that connection, the Permanent Council decided:

· To thank the Director of the Pan American Health Organization for her presentation; and 

· To take note of the observations and recommendations of the delegations on the Annual Report.

4. Report of the Secretary General to the Permanent Council on the situation in Haiti (June-December 2006)


The Permanent Council decided to defer consideration of the Report of the Secretary General on the situation in Haiti (June – December 2006) (CP/doc.4186/07).

24.
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The Permanent Council held a special meeting to receive His Excellency, Mr. Fernando Araújo Perdomo, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Colombia.

On this occasion, the Permanent Council was addressed by His Excellency, Mr. José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American States; Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis and Chair of the Permanent Council; and His Excellency, Mr. Fernando Araújo Perdomo, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Colombia.
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1. Adoption of the Agenda


The Permanent Council adopted the agenda, document CP/OD-1586/07.

· Welcome to the New Permanent Representative of Suriname


The Permanent Council welcomed Ambassador Jacques Ruben Constantijn Cross, the new Permanent Representative of Suriname to the OAS.

2. Report of the Secretary General on the Situation in Haiti, June-December 2006

Mr. José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the OAS, submitted to the Permanent Council the Report on the Situation in Haiti for the second half of 2006 (CP/doc.4186/07), which describes the main developments in the country and the work of the OAS Special Mission for Strengthening Democracy in Haiti.  The report also proposes ways in which the OAS will continue to contribute to the social, economic, and political recovery process taking place in the country.

Next, Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, offered additional information in the wake of his recent visit to Haiti.

The observations put forward by the delegations of Haiti, Uruguay, Venezuela, El Salvador, Bolivia, Chile, United States, Canada, Brazil, Bahamas, Mexico, and Guyana are recorded in the minutes of this meeting.

3. Note from the Permanent Mission of Bolivia
The Permanent Council considered the note from the Permanent Mission of Bolivia on the Tenth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (CP/doc.4191/07), in which it recommends the postponement of the meeting scheduled to be held on March 26 to 30, 2007, due to the damage caused by the “El Niño” climate phenomenon.

In that regard, the Council decided to convene the aforesaid meeting on April 23 to 27, 2007, and to transmit said decision to the Committee for Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for the appropriate purposes.

4. Declaration of Santo Domingo

Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS, presented to the Permanent Council the Declaration of Santo Domingo on the Regional Summit on Drugs, Security and Cooperation, held on March 16, 2007, in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, and mentioned, inter alia, that the Heads of State and Government declared their intent to “[p]romote the establishment or strengthening of national drug observatories in the countries of the region, which would work jointly with the Inter-American Observatory on Drugs of CICAD.”

In that connection, the Council decided to take due note of the presentation given by the Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic on the above-cited Declaration and to transmit it as a reference document to the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD).

5. Transmission of documents


The Council decided to:

· Transmit to CEPCIDI the draft resolution on Promotion of Labor-Sector Participation in OAS Activities (AG/doc.4626/06)

· Transmit the following reports to the General Committee:

i. Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) (CP/doc.4172/07)

ii. Annual Report of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) (CP/doc.4187/07)

6. Minutes

The meeting approved the minutes of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), held on May 27, 2005 (CP/ACTA 1489/05).

7. Other business
The Permanent Representative of Canada noted that the date of this meeting coincided with the celebration of World Francophonie Day.
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At the request of the Permanent Mission of Antigua and Barbuda, the Permanent Council convened a special meeting to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade.

1.
Order of business

The Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1587/07.

· In memoriam

The Permanent Council observed a moment of silence in memory of the women and men who died in the quest for freedom, including those who survived the horrors of slavery.

2.
Presentations

During the meeting, the following presentations were heard:  Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay and Chair of the Permanent Council; Mr. José Miguel Insulza, OAS Secretary General; Ambassador Ellsworth John, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and The Grenadines and coordinator of the CARICOM subregional group; Ambassador Alejandro García-Moreno, Permanent Representative of Mexico and Coordinator of the ALADI subregional group; Ambassador Lisa Shoman, Permanent Representative of Belize and Coordinator of the GRUCA subregional group; as well as the remarks made by Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada, and Mr. Robert Manzanares, Interim Representative of the United States.

3.
Draft resolution

Ambassador Deborah-Mae Novell, Permanent Representative of Antigua and Barbuda, presented the draft resolution “Commemoration of the 200th Anniversary of the Abolition of the Transatlantic Slave Trade,” which had been negotiated earlier in informal meetings with the delegations.


The Council adopted by acclamation the above-mentioned draft resolution, CP/RES. 915 (1587/07).

27.
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1. Adoption of the order of business

The Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1588/07.

· Presentation of gavel

The Permanent Council presented a gavel to Ambassador María del Luján Flores in recognition by the OAS member states of her service as Chair of the Permanent Council from January 1 to March 31, 2007. 

2. Remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council


Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño, Permanent Representative of Venezuela, addressed the Permanent Council at his first meeting as Chair of said organ.  In his remarks, he emphasized, inter alia:  climate change; the right to development and the holding of a dialogue of members of the OAS Permanent Council and the United Nations Human Rights Council; eradication of poverty; cooperation in solidarity with Haiti; and energy for development.  The Chair of the Council also presented the topics transcribed below for their consideration by the OAS:

“The OAS – we reiterate – must move toward a profound conceptual and institutional transformation. 

The OAS must overcome the ideological conditioning of the Cold War and promote dialogue and cooperation with all countries of the Hemisphere, without exception. 

The OAS must be an open forum for free and unbiased discussion of new paradigms of development and promote discussion of the disastrous consequences of neoliberalism and the Washington Consensus. 

The OAS must reflect the progressive changes occurring in the Hemisphere. 

The OAS must keep abreast of the most advanced philosophical and political doctrines, renew its discourse, and move towards a comprehensive multidimensional definition of democracy and human rights.”


The remarks of Ambassador Jorge Valero, Permanent Representative of Venezuela and Chair of the Permanent Council, are published in document CP/INF.5478/07. 

3. Oral report by Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS, on her term as Chair of the Permanent Council

Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, gave an oral report on her term as Chair of the Permanent Council.  In that connection, she emphasized the protocolary ceremonies, conferences, and meetings she had attended in her capacity as Chair of the Permanent Council, and her recommendations on administrative matters.  She also discussed in particular the following topics:  the advisability of implementation of the provisions of Article 84 ff of the OAS Charter regarding the role of the Permanent Council in the peaceful settlement of disputes among member states;  Article 64 of the American Convention on Human Rights, which makes provision for the Permanent Council to request advisory opinions from the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; and promotion of Article 100 of the OAS Charter, which makes provision for obtaining opinions from the Inter-American Juridical Committee as an advisory body of the OAS on juridical matters.
The Council decided to take note of the report presented by the Permanent Representative of Uruguay.  The remarks made by Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, are published in document CP/INF.5479/07 rev. 1.

4. Report of the Secretary General, His Excellency José Miguel Insulza, on “The Inter-American Democratic Charter, 2001-2006”
Mr. José Miguel Insulza, OAS Secretary General, presented a report on “The Inter-American Democratic Charter, 2001-2006” (CP/doc. 4184/07), in implementation of the mandate of the General Assembly assigned in its resolutions AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), in which the Secretary General is entrusted with presenting to the Permanent Council a report that describes the manner in which the Inter-American Democratic Charter has been implemented since its entry into force.

The delegations of Peru, Guatemala, Canada, Costa Rica, Brazil, Grenada, Chile, Uruguay, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, Panama, Colombia, Venezuela, Argentina, United States, Paraguay, Haiti, Honduras, Dominican Republic, Jamaica, and Bolivia presented observations on said report.

For its part, the Permanent Council decided:

· To thank the Secretary General for the presentation of his report on “The Inter-American Democratic Charter, 2001-2006”;

· To take due note of the observations made by the delegations on said report; and

· To maintain the topic at the level of the Permanent Council and to continue consideration of it at a subsequent meeting.

5. Report of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

At its meeting of April 10, 2007, the Permanent Council considered the report of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), which transmits the recommendations of the Committee on the applications presented by 12 civil society organizations (CP/CISC-317/07).

After hearing the presentation of the report given by the Chair of the Committee, Ambassador Marina Annette Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, and taking account of the observation made by the Alternate Representative of El Salvador, the Council decided:

· To endorse the recommendations made by the Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities to approve the applications of the following civil society organizations:

a. Asociación de Afrocolombianos Desplazados (AFRODES) – Colombia (CP/CISC-308/07)

b. Asociación Interétnica de Desarrollo de la Selva Peruana (AIDESEP) – Peru (CP/CISC-309/07)

c. Asociación para una Ciudadanía Participativa (ACI-PARTICIPA) –Honduras (CP/CISC-310/07)

d. Asociación Pro-desarrollo de la Mujer y Medio Ambiente (APRODEMA) –Dominican Republic (CP/CISC-311/07)

e. Centro Ciudadano Asociación Civil – Argentina (CP/CISC-312/07)

f. Centro de Estudios Fronterizos y de Promoción de los Derechos Humanos, A.C. (CEFPRODHAC) – Mexico (CP/CISC-313/07)

g. Centro Interamericano contra la Desaparición, Explotación, Trata y Tráfico (CIDETT)  – Peru (CP/CISC-302/07)

h. Confederación Venezolana de Industriales (Conindustria) – Venezuela (CP/CISC-303/07)

i. Federación Argentina de Colegios de Abogados (FACA) – Argentina (CP/CISC-304/07)

j. Instituto de Desarrollo Humano y Economía Social (IDHES) – Venezuela (CP/CISC-307/07)

k. Instituto de Estudios Políticos y Jurídicos Internacionales (IDEPJI) – Peru (CP/CISC-305/07);

· To request the OAS General Secretariat to enter the 11 approved civil society organizations in the corresponding OAS register, in accordance with the provisions of resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99); and

· To postpone consideration of the application of the Fundación Salvadoreña para el Desarrollo Económico y Social (FUSADE) – El Salvador (CP/CISC-306/97) until a subsequent meeting.

Decision to postpone items on the order of business

In view of the time, the Permanent Council decided to postpone until a subsequent meeting consideration of items 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 on the order of business (CP/OD-1588/07).

28.
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1. Adoption of the order of business

The Council adopted the order of business (CP/OD-1590/07).

· Condolences

The Permanent Council observed a moment of silence in recognition of the events that took place at Virginia Tech University on Monday, April 16, 2007.

2. Report of the General Secretariat on invitations to the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly 

The Council considered the report of the General Secretariat on invitations to the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly that require authorization by the Permanent Council (CP/doc.4200/07 corr. 1) and decided to adopt resolution CP/RES. 916 (1590/07), in which the OAS Secretary General is authorized to invite to attend the General Assembly session, as observers, inter-American governmental entities and organizations of a regional or subregional nature and specialized organizations linked to the United Nations and other international organizations, as listed in that resolution.

3. Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) to the General Assembly
Mr. James Mack, Executive Secretary of CICAD, presented the Annual Report to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4196/07).  The Permanent Council decided:

· To take note of the presentation of the Annual Report of CICAD to the General Assembly and of the observations made by the delegations; and

· To refer the Annual Report to the Committee on Hemispheric Security for consideration, for the purposes specified in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

4. Oral presentation by the Humanitarian Demining Section of the Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security in recognition of the International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action

Mr. Carl Case, Principal Specialist of the Humanitarian Demining Section, gave an audiovisual presentation on humanitarian action against mines carried out in the region under the demining program.

The Council decided to express appreciation for, and take note of, the presentation given by the Humanitarian Demining Section and the observations of the delegations and to refer the information received at the meeting to the Committee on Hemispheric Security for any appropriate action. 
5. Forty-sixth report of the Committee of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund
The Council considered the forty-sixth report of the Committee of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund, covering the period from January 1, 2004, to December 31, 2006 (CP/doc.4197/07).
After hearing the presentation by Ambassador Deborah-Mae Novell, Permanent Representative of Antigua and Barbuda and Chair of the Committee of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund, the Council decided to take note of the report and refer it to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for consideration.

6. Annual Report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)
The Permanent Council considered the Annual Report of IICA (CP/doc.4183/07), presented by Mr. Christopher Hansen, Associate Deputy Director General for the Development of Strategic Partnerships and Representative in the United States.
After hearing the observations of the delegations, the Council decided to take note of the report and refer it to the General Committee for consideration, so that the delegations might present any additional observations and recommendations they considered appropriate, as provided in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter. 
7. Installation of the Style Committee of the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session

The Council decided to install the Style Committee of the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session, comprised of the delegations of Brazil, Canada, Colombia, the United States, and Panama, for the purposes specified in Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

The delegation of Panama was named Chair of the Style Committee.  The first work meeting was scheduled for June 18, 2007, since the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly had recommended that the General Secretariat publish immediately and simultaneously the volume containing the declarations and resolutions adopted by the plenary General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session.
8. Draft resolution “Strengthening Hemispheric Cooperation in the Framework of CITEL Efforts to Promote Telecommunication Development in the Region”
The Council approved the draft resolution “Strengthening Hemispheric Cooperation in the Framework of CITEL Efforts to Promote Telecommunication Development in the Region” (CP/CG-1703/07) and decided to submit it to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-seventh regular session.
9. Referral of documents
The Council decided to refer to the General Committee the report on implementation of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (CP/doc.4198/07).
It also decided to refer to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs the following documents:

· “Note from the Inter-American Juridical Committee Transmitting Resolution CJI/RES. 123 (LXX-O/07), ‘Right to Information,’ and Report CJI/doc. 25/00 rev. 2, ‘Right to Information: Access to and Protection of Information and Personal Data in Electronic Form’ ” (CP/doc.4193/07)
· “Note from the Inter-American Juridical Committee Transmitting Resolution CJI/RES. 125 (LXX-O/07), ‘Promotion of the International Criminal Court’”
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1. Adoption of the order of business
The order of business, document CP/OD-1591/07, was adopted.
2. Oral report of the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, on activities of the Haiti Task Force, October 2006 to March 2007
Ambassador Albert Ramdin, OAS Assistant Secretary General, in his capacity as Chair of the Haiti Task Force, presented a report on the activities it had carried out from October 2006 to March 2007, in keeping with the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 2215 (XXXVI-O/06), “Strengthening Democracy and Socioeconomic Development in Haiti.”

In that connection, the delegations of Haiti, Canada, Venezuela, Brazil, United States, Belize, Chile, Grenada, Saint Lucia, Trinidad and Tobago, Argentina, Peru, Uruguay, Colombia, Mexico, and Bolivia made observations on the Assistant Secretary General’s report.

For his part, the Chair of the Permanent Council indicated that, with support from the Assistant Secretary General and the delegation of Haiti, he had been working on a draft resolution for presentation to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session which sought to declare Haiti the highest priority of the Americas.

3. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

The Permanent Council considered the report of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) (CP/CISC-321/07 corr. 1) transmitting the recommendations of the Committee on the applications of five civil society organizations.

After hearing the presentation of the report given by the Chair of the Committee, Ambassador Marina Annette Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, the Permanent Council decided:

· To endorse the recommendations presented by the Chair of the Committee, as the applications of the following civil society organizations had been approved:

a. Fundación Latinoamericana por los Derechos Humanos y el Desarrollo Social (FUNDALATIN) - CP/CISC-272/06

b. Asociación Nacional de Redes y Organizaciones Sociales - CP/CISC-276/06

c. Bilateral Safety Corridor Coalition (BSCC) - CP/CISC-282/06

d. Freedom House CP/CISC-291/06

e. Fundación Salvadoreña para el Desarrollo Económico y Social (FUSADES) - CP/CISC-306/07 rev. 1, and

· To request the OAS General Secretariat to enter in the corresponding OAS register the five civil society organizations whose participation had been approved, in accordance with the provisions of resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99).

4. Oral report by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security on the following draft resolutions
Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica and Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, presented the following resolutions to the Permanent Council for its consideration:

· Draft resolution: Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education (CP/CSH-855/07 rev. 2)

· Draft resolution: Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Peru and Ecuador (CP/CSH-847/07 rev. 1)

In that connection, the Council decided to approve said resolutions and to present them to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-seventh regular session.

5. Venezuela’s position with respect to the fight against terrorism (freeing of Luis Posada Carriles) (CP/INF. 5483/07)

Ambassador Nelson Pineda Prada, Alternate Representative of Venezuela, presented the topic “Venezuela’s position with respect to the fight against terrorism,” underscoring, inter alia, the Venezuelan government’s request for extradition of Luis Posada Carriles.

The Council decided to take note of the presentation given by the Alternate Representative of Venezuela and of the observations of the delegation of the United States, and to continue its consideration of this matter at a subsequent meeting.

The intervention of the Alternate Representative of Venezuela is published in document CP/INF. 5489/07, and that of the Alternate Representative of the United States in document CP/INF. 5490/07.

6. Referral of documents

The Council decided to refer, as a reference document, to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and to the Inter-American Juridical Committee the Report on the special meeting of the Permanent Council held on March 9, 2007, on “Childhood, Identity, and Citizenship in the Americas” (CP/doc.4202/07).

The Council also decided to refer the following reports to the General Committee:

a.
Note from the Permanent Mission of Colombia Transmitting the Draft Resolution “Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices” (CP/doc.4203/07)

b.
Fifth Biennial Report on Compliance with Resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XVII-O/97), “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” (CP/doc.4205/07)

7. Adoption of minutes
The following minutes were adopted:

· CP/ACTA 1488/05 (regular meeting of May 26, 2005); and

· CP/ACTA 1491/05 (regular meeting of May 31, 2005)
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The Permanent Council, at the request of the Permanent Mission of Belize, held a special meeting on May 2, 2007, on migrant populations and migration flows in the Americas.


The special meeting was convened by the General Assembly by way of resolution AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06) to “consider, analyze, and discuss human migration flows, their impact on the member states, and their relation to the human rights of migrant workers and their families.”


The Permanent Council adopted the following program for the special meeting (CP/OD-1592/07 rev. 1):

1.
Opening:  Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS

2.
Introduction to the topic: Ambassador Lisa Shoman, Permanent Representative of Belize to the OAS 

· What is the role of governments in developing an integral approach to managing migration?

3.
Presentation, Ambassador Marta Altolaguirre, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala

· The experience of Guatemala and migratory trends in the region 

4.
Presentation by Berta Fernández, Program Officer, International Organization for Migration (IOM), Regional Office for North America and the Caribbean, Washington, DC: Summary of outcomes from recent meetings:

· UN High-Level Dialogue on Migration and Development 

· Ibero-American Meeting on Migration and Development, (SEGIB)

· IOM’s current initiatives in the Americas

5.
Presentation by Francisco Pilotti, Director, Department of Social Development and Employment (DSDL-SEDI):

· How can migration be better integrated into development policy and planning? How can government capitalize on the positive approaches to dealing with regional migration?

6.
Presentation by Carmen Marina Gutiérrez, Director, Summits Secretariat, OAS 

· How can appropriate civil society participation be accommodated into treatment of the issues at the (sub)regional level?

7.
Presentation by Carol Fuller, Secretary, Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE):

· Analyzing the impact of migration from a security perspective 

8.
Presentation by Santiago Canton, Executive Secretary, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

· Promotion and protection of the human rights of migrants, including migrant workers and their families

9.
Report on the results of the special meeting on the implementation of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, presented by Ambassador Osmar V. Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP)

10.
Interventions by member states 

11.
Closing remarks 

· José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the OAS 

· Ambassador Jorge Valero, Chair of the Permanent Council, Permanent Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela


In this regard, the Permanent Council decided:

· To take note of the presentations and observations of the delegations on the topic of migrant populations and migration flows in the Americas, in the light of the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06);

· To refer the minutes of the meeting, as a reference document, to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism, for consideration and appropriate action; and

· To report on this meeting to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session, as provided in resolution AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06).


Documents distributed:


During the meeting the following documents were distributed:

· AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06), “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas”

· Note from the Permanent Mission of Belize presenting a concept paper on migrant populations and migration flows in the Americas (CP/INF. 5488/07).

· Note from the Permanent Mission of Argentina on the agenda for the special meeting on migrant populations and migration flows in the Americas (CP/doc. 4207/07).
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8. Order of business


The Permanent Council adopted the order of business (CP/OD-1593/07).

9. Annual audit of accounts and financial statements for the years ending December 31, 2006, and December 31, 2005

Mr. Howard Krongard, Chair of the Board of External Auditors, presented the report on the annual audit of accounts and financial statements of the Organization for the years ending December 31, 2006, and December 31, 2005 (CP/doc.4206/07).


The Council, after hearing the observations of the delegations and the additional information provided by José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the OAS, decided to take note of same and transmit the report to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for consideration.

10. Oral presentation by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the following draft resolutions:


Ambassador Osmar V. Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, presented to the Council for consideration the following resolutions:

a. Draft resolution: Protocol of San Salvador: Composition and Functioning of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties (CP/CAJP-2464/07 rev. 2)

b. Draft resolution: Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CP/CAJP-2473/07 rev. 2)

c. Draft resolution: Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law (CP/CAJP-2481/07 rev. 1)

d. Draft resolution: Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CP/CAJP-2484/07 rev. 1)

e. Draft resolution: Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (CP/CAJP-2496/07)

f. Draft resolution: Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas:  Support for the REMJA Process (CP/CAJP-2477/07 rev. 2)

g. Draft resolution: Right to the Truth (CP/CAJP-2486/07 rev. 1 and CP/CAJP-2486/07 rev. 1 add. 1)

The Council decided to approve the resolutions presented by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and to submit them to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-seventh regular session.

11. Oral presentation by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security on the following draft resolutions:


Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica and Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, presented to the Council for consideration the following resolutions: 

a. Draft resolution: Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CP/CSH-875/07) 

b. Draft resolution: The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone (CP/CSH-854/07 rev. 2)

c. Draft resolution: Confidence and Security-Building in the Americas (CP/CSH-860/07 rev. 3)


The Council decided to approve the resolutions presented by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and to submit them to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-seventh regular session.

12. Note from the Permanent Mission of Mexico on the first meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime 


Ambassador Alejandro García-Moreno, Permanent Representative of Mexico, requested the Permanent Council to convene the first meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime (CP/doc. 4209/07).


The Permanent Council decided:

· To convene the first meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime for July 26 and 27, 2007, to be held in Mexico City, and to request the General Secretariat, through its technical secretariat, to issue the appropriate notice of convocation; and

· To refer to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for consideration the note presented by Mexico and published in document CP/doc. 4209/07, so that the Committee might consider financial support to that meeting in the framework of the program-budget of Organization for 2007, adopted by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2257 (XXXVI-O/06).

13. Referral of document:

The Permanent Council decided to refer to the General Committee the note from the Permanent Mission of the United States of America transmitting the draft resolution “Nongovernmental Organizations and the Protection of Human Rights and Promotion of Democracy” (CP/doc.4208/07).

14. Other business

The General Secretariat, with the agreement of the Chair of the Permanent Council, distributed the document “Report of the General Secretariat on Invitations to the Thirty-seventh Regular Session of the General Assembly That Require Authorization from the Permanent Council” (CP/doc.4200/07 add.1).
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1. Adoption of the order of business
The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1594/07.

· Condolences

The Permanent Council expressed condolences for the death, on May 4, 2007, of former OAS Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Valerie T. McComie.  Those present observed a moment of silence in his memory.
2. Oral report of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission for the referendum held in Ecuador
Dr. Enrique Correa, Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission in Ecuador, informed the Permanent Council of the results of the referendum held in that country on April 15, 2007.


In that connection, it was decided to take note of the information provided by the Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission in Ecuador, and of the observations made by the delegations.

3.
Report of the General Secretariat on Invitations to the Thirty-seventh Regular Session of the General Assembly for which Authorization from the Permanent Council is Required
The Council approved, as amended, the report of the General Secretariat on invitations to the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly (CP/doc.4200/07 add. 1 rev. 2), presented in accordance with the provisions of Article 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. 

4. Referral of documents

It was decided to refer to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs the draft resolution “Amendment of Article 4 of the Statutes of the Inter-American Juridical Committee,” (CP/doc.4213/07), presented by the Permanent Mission of Guatemala.


It was also decided to refer the following documents to the General Committee:

· Note from the Permanent Mission of Canada transmitting draft resolution “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” (CP/doc.4211/07);

· Draft resolution “Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere,” (CP/doc.4215/07), presented by the Permanent Mission of Canada;

· Draft resolution “The Importance of Nutrition for Achieving Healthier Populations and Integral Development,” CP/doc.4214/07), presented by the Permanent Mission of Guatemala;

· Draft resolution “Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions at the Organization of American States,” (CP/doc.4216/07), presented by the Permanent Mission of Canada; and

· “Migrant Populations and Migrant Flows in the Americas” (CP/doc.4212/07), submitted by the Permanent Mission of Belize.

5. Adoption of minutes
The Permanent Council adopted the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1492/05 (regular meeting of June 21, 2005), and

· CP/ACTA 1495/05 (regular meeting of July 14, 2005)

6. Tribute to former OAS Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Valerie T. McComie
The Permanent Council paid posthumous tribute to former OAS Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Valerie T. McComie.  At the meeting, the Council took note of the remarks of Mr. José Miguel Insulza, OAS Secretary General, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, OAS Assistant Secretary General, and Ambassador Luigi Einaudi, former OAS Assistant Secretary General.

The Council also took note of the remarks of the following permanent representatives: Ambassador Ellsworth I. A. John, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and The Grenadines, representing CARICOM; Ambassador Lisa Shoman, Permanent Representative of Belize, representing GRUCA; Ambassador Osmar Vladimir Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil, on behalf of ALADI; Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada; and Ambassador Robert Manzanares, Permanent Representative of the United States of America.  The Council also received condolences from Ambassador Izben Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis; Marina Annette Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago; Ambassador Roberto Álvarez, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic; Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros Anaya, Permanent Representative of Bolivia; and Ambassador Michael Ian King, Permanent Representative of Barbados.

The Permanent Council decided to publish a book containing the interventions of the delegations made in tribute to former Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Valerie T. McComie, and some of the photographs contained in the video.

7. Other business
The Permanent Representative of The Bahamas informed the Permanent Council of the results of the general election held on May 2, 2007.
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1. Adoption of the order of business 
The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1595/07

2. Draft resolution CP/RES. 918/07 was adopted, the operative paragraphs of which read: 

1. To take note of resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 137 (CXXXII-O/07) of April 11, 2007, “Approval of the Manual of Procedures for the Scholarship and Training Programs of the Organization of American States, and of the “Report on the Scholarship Program for the Period 2006 - April 2007”.

2. To permanently lift the pause in the awarding of scholarships that was instituted by resolution AG/RES. 2257 (XXXVI-O/06).

3. To determine that CEPCIDI shall review, beginning with the 2010 cycle, and at least every three years thereafter, the monetary cap of US$30,000 per scholarship per academic year, established in resolution CP/RES. 912 (1574/06).

4. To determine the progressive increase in the number of OAS-placed scholarships versus the number of self-placed scholarships as provided for in Articles 11, 66.1, and 67.1 of the Manual.

5. To instruct the General Secretariat to submit to CEPCIDI, no later than September 30, 2007, a detailed work plan for attaining the objectives established in regard to the distribution between types of scholarships and, until it attains the actual capacity as established in Article 11.2, to report twice a year on the progress.

6. To instruct the General Secretariat to prepare and execute a plan of action to mobilize external resources and other resources from regional and international organizations, public or private entities, philanthropic or commercial institutions, or institutions of higher learning to cofinance the expansion of undergraduate, postgraduate, professional development, and technical studies scholarships. 

7. To urge member states and observers to contribute to funding the expansion of the OAS Scholarship and Training Programs, through specific funds and contributions to the OAS Capital Fund for Scholarships, among others. 

8. To instruct the General Secretariat to present an annual report to CIDI on the development of the OAS Scholarship and Training Programs and on the administration of their financial resources, including any external resources obtained.

3. A progress report was received from the General Secretariat on the American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices.
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1. Adoption of the order of business
The Permanent Council adopted as amended the order of business, document CP/OD-1596/07.

2. Oral presentation by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security on draft resolutions

The Council approved the following draft resolutions and decided to present them to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session:

d. Draft resolution:  Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CP/CSH-869/07 rev. 1) 

e. Draft resolution:  Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CP/CSH-870/07 rev. 1)

f. Draft resolution:  Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CP/CSH-856/07 rev. 4)

g. Draft resolution:  Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security (CP/CSH-876/07 rev. 2)

3. Oral presentation by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on draft resolutions

The Council approved the following draft resolutions and decided to present them to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session:

a. Draft resolution:  Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption (CP/CAJP-2480/07 rev. 2)

b. Draft resolution:  Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms while Countering Terrorism (CP/CAJP-2460/07 rev. 4)

c. Draft resolution:  Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance (CP/CAJP-2513/07)

d. Draft resolution:  Internally Displaced Persons (CP/CAJP-2448/07 rev. 3)

e. Draft resolution:  Study of the Rights and the Care of Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment (CP/CAJP-2459/07 rev. 1)

f. Draft resolution:  Promotion of the International Criminal Court (CP/CAJP-2494/07 rev. 1)

g. Draft resolution:  Right to the Truth (CP/CAJP-2486/07 rev. 2)
h. Draft resolution:  Human Rights Defenders: Support for the Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas (CP/CAJP-2449/07 rev. 2)

4. Note from the Permanent Mission of Colombia requesting inclusion of the topic: “Convocation of the Third Meeting of Central Authorities and Other Experts on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition,” and transmitting a draft resolution thereon (CP/doc.4217/07)

The Council adopted draft resolution CP/RES. 917/07 (1596/07), “Convocation of the Third Meeting of Central Authorities and Other Experts on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition, in Fulfillment of Resolution AG/RES. 2228 (XXXVI-O/06) and the Recommendations of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VI).”

5. Referral of documents to the General Committee

a. Draft resolution:  Modernization and the Use of Electoral Technologies in the Hemisphere (CP/doc.4219/07), presented by the Permanent Mission of Venezuela 

b. Draft resolution:  Inter-American Year of Women (CP/doc.4220/07), presented by the Permanent Mission of Brazil

c. Draft resolution:  80th Anniversary of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) (CP/doc.4221/07), presented by the Permanent Mission of Mexico

d. Draft resolution:  Establishment of the Oliver Jackman Voluntary Capital Fund to Finance the Inter-American Human Rights System (CP/doc.4222/07), presented by the Permanent Mission of Colombia

e. Draft resolution:  Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (CP/doc.4223/07), presented by the Permanent Mission of Antigua and Barbuda

f. Draft resolution:  Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CP/doc.4224/07), presented by the Permanent Mission of Antigua and Barbuda

g. Draft resolution:  Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere (CP/doc.4225/07), presented by the Permanent Mission of Mexico

h. Note from the Permanent Mission of Chile Transmitting the Draft Resolution “Celebration of the Centennial of OAS Headquarters” (CP/doc.4226/07)

6.
Report of the General Secretariat on Invitations to the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly that Require Authorization from the Permanent Council (CP/doc.4200/07 add. 2).

It was decided to postpone consideration of this item until a later meeting.
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1. Adoption of the order of business 
The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1597/07, with amendments.

2. Note from the Permanent Mission of Venezuela forwarding the Draft Declaration, “Support for the Request for Extradition of the Terrorist Luis Posada Carriles filed by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela” (CP/doc. 4218 rev. 2)

It was decided to postpone consideration of the aforementioned draft declaration to a later meeting. 

3. Invitations to the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly.
The Permanent Council took note of the document presented by the Delegation of the United States (CP/INF. 5499/07) on inclusion of the item: Invitations to the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly.

The Council also made a note of the remarks of the Permanent Mission of Honduras, which expressed its government’s pleasure at inviting the nongovernmental organizations that had been left pending for consultation (CP/INF. 5502/07). Finally, it was decided to postpone consideration of the invitations to the nongovernmental organizations identified in document CP/doc. 4200/07 add. 3).
4. Oral presentation of the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the following draft resolutions:

The Council approved and referred the following draft resolutions to the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly for consideration:

a. Draft resolution: Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families (CP/CAJP-2492/07 rev. 2) 

b. Draft resolution: Study of the Rights and the Care of Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment (CP/CAJP-2459/07 rev.1)

c. Draft resolution: Draft Resolution situation of the Inter-American Indian Institute  (CP/CAJP-2462/07 rev. 2)

d. Draft resolution: Strengthening the Activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) (CP/CAJP-2502/07 rev. 1)
e. Draft resolution: Seventh inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CP/CAJP-2503/07 rev. 1)

f. Draft resolution: Amendment of Article 4 of the Statutes of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CP/CAJP-2520/07)

g. Draft resolution: Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registration and the Right to Identity (CP/CAJP-2465/07 rev. 4 corr. 1)

h. Draft resolution: Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression and the Importance of the Media  (CP/CAJP-2488/07 rev. 3)

i. Draft resolution: Access to Public Information: Strengthening Democracy (CP/CAJP-2489/07 rev. 4)

j. Draft resolution: Protection of asylum seekers, refugees, and returnees in the Americas (CP/CAJP-2507/07 rev. 1)

k. Draft resolution: The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and their Families (CP/CAJP-2511/07 rev. 1)

l. Draft resolution: Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CP/CAJP-2509/07 rev. 1)

m. Draft resolution: Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the mandates arising from the Summits of the Americas (CP/CAJP-2510/07 rev. 1)

n. Draft resolution: Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (CP/CAJP-2518/07 rev. 1)

o. Draft resolution: Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law (CP/CAJP-2493/07 rev. 2)

p. Draft resolution: American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples  (CP/CAJP-2523/07)

5. Draft resolution: Proposed Amendment to Articles 78 and 80 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat (CP/CAAP-2884/07 rev. 4).
The Council approved the draft resolution cited in the aforesaid heading ad referendum of the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly.
6. Oral presentation of the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security on the following draft resolutions:


The Council approved and referred the following draft resolutions to the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly for consideration:

a. Draft resolution: Addressing Illicit Trafficking in Small Arms and Light Weapons: Stockpile Management and Security (CP/CSH-874/07 rev. 3)

b. Draft resolution: Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) (CP/CSH-873/07  rev. 3)

c. Draft resolution: Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Gangs involved in Criminal Activities  (CP/CSH-866/07 rev. 9)

d. Draft resolution: Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board (CP/CSH-868 rev. 5)

7. Draft Report of the Permanent Council on Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere (CP/doc. 4229/07)

The Council adopted the report and referred the aforesaid draft resolution to the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly for consideration.

8. Note from the Permanent Mission of Brazil requesting inclusion of the topic “May 21 – World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development” (CP/INF.5500/07)

The Council took note of the information provided by the Permanent Mission of Brazil on the celebration of May 21 – World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development.
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1. Adoption of the order of business
The Permanent Council adopted as amended the order of business, document CP/OD-1598/07.

2. Annual report of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) (CIDI/doc.4/07 rev. 1)

The Vice Chair of the Twelfth Regular Meeting of CIDI, Mr. Patricio Powell, Alternate Representative of Chile, presented the draft resolutions approved at said meeting, and the Council decided to present them to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-seventh regular session:

a.
Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development

b.
Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development

c.
Strengthening the Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development

d.
Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion: Follow-up to the Declaration of Margarita

e.
Eradicating Illiteracy and Fighting Diseases That Affect Integral Development

f.
Report of the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities

g.
Hemispheric Cooperation for the Promotion of Social Development: Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development and First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development Within the Framework of CIDI 

h.
Report of the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI

i.
Continuing Participation in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development by Member States That Have Not Ratified the Protocol of Managua

j.
Participation of Workers’ Representatives in  Activities of the Organization of American States

k.
Fifteenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor

l.
Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education in the Framework of CIDI



The delegations of Bolivia and Venezuela also requested the Council to present to the General Assembly the draft resolutions pending consultation at the level of CIDI.
3. Draft resolution:  Support for the strengthening of democratic institutions and socioeconomic development of Haiti (CP/doc.4230/07 rev. 1)

The Council decided to approve the above-captioned draft resolution and to present it to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-seventh regular session
4. Report of the Chair on the Activities of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, 2006-2007  (CP/CISC-326/07 rev. 1)

Ambassador Marina Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, in her capacity as Chair of the above-mentioned Committee, presented the report on activities carried out in the 2006-2007 period.

She also presented the following draft resolutions: 

h. Draft resolution: Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process (CP/CISC-318/07 rev. 1)

i. Draft resolution: Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process (CP/CISC-319/07 rev. 1)

j. Draft resolution: Implementation of the Declaration of Recife (CP/CISC-322/07 rev. 1 add. 1)

For its part, the Council decided to endorse the report and to present the following draft resolutions to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-seventh regular session.
5. Oral presentation by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security on the following draft resolutions
a. Draft resolution:  Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations (CP/CSH-885/07 rev. 2) 

b. Draft resolution:  Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean (CP/CSH-895/07 rev. 2) 

c. Draft resolution:  Support for Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004) (CP/CSH-877/07 rev. 3) 

d. Draft resolution:  Implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime (CP/CSH-879/07 rev. 3) 

e. Draft resolution:  Hemispheric Cooperation Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons and Second Meeting of National Authorities in Trafficking in Persons (CP/CSH-892/07 rev. 2) 

f. Draft resolution:  Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) (CP/CSH-870/07 rev. 1)

g. Draft resolution:  Prevention of the Diversion and Illicit Distribution via the Internet of Pharmaceutical Products and Other Internationally Controlled Substances (CP/CSH-894/07 rev. 2)

h. Draft resolution:  Limitation of Military Spending and the Promotion of Greater Transparency in the Acquisition of Arms in the Americas (CP/CSH-864/07)

i. Draft resolution:  Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CP/CSH-884/07 rev. 4 corr. 1)

The Permanent Council approved the draft resolutions approved by said Committee and decided to present them to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session.

6. Report of the Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas (GTC/CASA/doc.48/07 rev. 2)
The Council forwarded the report of the Chair of the above-mentioned working group to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-seventh regular session.
7. Draft resolution:  Procedures to Facilitate the Work of the Organization of American States (CP/doc.4231/07)

The Council decided to postpone consideration of this matter until a later meeting.

8. Oral report by the Chair of the General Committee
The Council decided to adopt the following draft resolutions and to present them to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-seventh regular session:
a. Draft resolution:  Inter-American Program on Education in Democratic Values and Practices (CP/doc.4203/07 rev. 3)

b. Draft resolution:  Proposal to Incorporate Human Rights Education into Formal Education for Schoolchildren Aged 10 to 14, in accordance with the Protocol of San Salvador (CP/doc.4204/07 rev. 2)

c. Draft resolution:  Inter-American Year of Women (CP/doc. 4220/07 rev. 1)

d.  Draft resolution:  Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CP/doc.4224/07 rev. 1)

e. Draft resolution:  Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (CP/doc.4223/07 rev. 2)

f. Draft resolution:  Celebration of the Centennial of OAS Headquarters (CP/doc.4226/07 rev. 1)

g. Draft resolution:  Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas (CP/doc.4212/07 rev. 2)

h. Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter (CP/doc.4211/07 rev. 2)

i. Draft resolution:  Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Natural Disasters and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty – White Helmets Initiative (CP/CAJP-1704/07 rev. 2)

j. Draft resolution:  Commemoration of the 80th Anniversary of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) (CP/doc.4221/07 rev. 2)

k. Draft resolution:  Establishment of the Oliver Jackman Voluntary Capital Fund to Finance the Inter-American Human Rights System (CP/doc.4222/07 rev. 3)

l. Draft resolution: Mechanisms to Follow up on Implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará (CP/CG-1705/07 rev. 3)

m. Draft resolution:  Fifth Biennial Report on Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (CP/CG-1706/07 rev. 3)

n. Draft resolution:  The Importance of Nutrition for Achieving Healthier Populations and Integral Development (CP/doc.4214/07 rev. 3)

o. Draft resolution:  Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions at the OAS (CP/doc.4216/07 rev. 2)

p. Draft resolution:  Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere (CP/doc.4215/07 rev. 3)

q. Draft resolution:  Modernization and the Use of Electoral Technologies in the Hemisphere (CP/doc.4219/07 rev. 2)

The Council also decided to present to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-seventh regular session the following draft resolutions pending consultation:

a. Draft resolution: Compliance with the Legal Commitments of Member States of the Organization of American States (CP/CG-1712/07)

b. Draft resolution: Support for the Initiative Aimed at Eradicating Child Malnutrition in the Americas (AG/CP/doc.732/07 rev. 3)

c. Draft resolution: Citizen Participation and Development of the Democratic System (AG/CP/SUB.TP-128/07 rev. 1)

9. Summary of the negotiations of draft resolutions in preparation for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly

Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, OAS Assistant Secretary General, presented a brief summary of the status of resolutions negotiated by the Permanent Council and by CIDI for presentation to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-seventh regular session. 

For its part, the Council took note of this information.

10. Referral of document:

· The Council presented to the General Assembly for its consideration: Annual report on the Implementation of the “Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2192 (XXXVI-O/06) (CIM/doc.98/07)

11. Invitations to the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly
The Permanent Council, having seen the Report of the General Secretariat on invitations to the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly that require authorization by the Permanent Council (CP/doc.4200/07 add. 3), decided to authorize the OAS General Secretary and the Government of Panama, on an exceptional basis, to invite the nongovernmental organizations whose invitation by the Permanent Council was pending to attend the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly

12. Note from the Permanent Mission of Venezuela forwarding the draft declaration “Support for the Request for Extradition of the Terrorist Luis Posada Carriles Filed by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela” (CP/doc.4218 rev. 2)

The Council decided to convene a special meeting for Monday, May 28, 2007, to consider the above-mentioned draft declaration.

37.
Record of the special meeting held on May 28, 2007

CP/ACTA 1599/07
/

At its special meeting held on May 28, 2007, the Permanent Council adopted declaration CP/DEC. 36/07 (1599/07), whose operative paragraphs establish:

1. Its vehement condemnation of terrorism, in all its forms and manifestations, regardless of its origin or motivation, as criminal and unjustifiable, as a grave threat to international peace and security, and because it undermines efforts under way to promote stability, prosperity, and equity in the countries of the Hemisphere.

2. That terrorism violates the democratic values and principles enshrined in the OAS Charter, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and other regional and international instruments.

3. To urge all member states to prosecute and, as appropriate, extradite, in accordance with their domestic laws and relevant treaties and conventions, anyone participating in the planning, preparation, commission, or financing of terrorist acts or, where appropriate, the attempted commission of said offenses. 

4. That it is an inescapable duty of all countries of the Hemisphere to prevent, fight, and eliminate acts of terrorism and to prosecute, in accordance with their domestic law and international law, any person who has participated in the planning, preparation, financing, or commission of terrorist acts, and to cooperate, in accordance with their domestic law, so that member states may also bring to justice those responsible for acts of terrorism committed in their territories or against their citizens.

5. It staunch determination to impede the movement of terrorists or terrorist groups by way of effective border controls and controls on the issuance of identification and travel documents, and through the adoption of measures to prevent the forgery, unlawful alteration, or fraudulent use of identification and travel documents.

6. Its reaffirmation of the value of extradition as an essential instrument in the fight against terrorism; and that it urges all those states that have received requests lodged by member states for the extradition of terrorists to process them duly.
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CHAPTER IV

REPORT OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE 

A.
INTRODUCTION
The Permanent Council, at its meeting of July 20, 2006, and pursuant to Article 16 of its Rules of Procedure, assigned the following resolutions, adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session, to the General Committee for consideration:
1. AG/RES. 2161 (XXXVI-O/06): Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women

2. AG/RES. 2162 (XXXVI-O/06): Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”

3. AG/RES. 2191 (XXXVI-O/06): Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions at the Organization of American States

4. AG/RES. 2239 (XXXVI-O/06): Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere

5. AG/RES. 2242 (XXXVI-O/06): Avian Influenza: Inter-American Cooperation to Meet a Global Threat

6.
AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06): Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the Occasion of Its Fifth Anniversary

The Permanent Council also assigned to the General Committee the following draft resolutions, which had been presented to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session:

1.
AG/doc.4584/06: Draft resolution:  Water as a Fundamental Human Right

2.
AG/doc.4621/06: Draft resolution:  Situation of the Inter-American Indian Institute

3.
AG/doc.4626/06: Draft resolution:  Promotion of Labor-Sector Participation in OAS Activities

The Committee held two meetings from October to November 2006 to consider its work plan and review the mandates assigned to it by the Permanent Council.  The results of these meetings have been published in the summaries of the Committee’s meetings.
B.
OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE ANNUAL REPORTS

OF THE ORGANS, AGENCIES, AND ENTITIES OF THE OAS

In addition, at its meeting of February 21, 2007, the Permanent Council referred to the General Committee for its consideration, pursuant to Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, the following annual reports:

a. Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

b. Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

c. Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)

d. Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

e. Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

f. Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

g. Inter-American Indian Institute (III)

h. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)

In that connection, it should be noted that some of these reports were presented in the Permanent Council and others at the level of the General Committee.

1. Permanent Council

a. Meeting of March 7, 2007

At this meeting, the Council considered the annual report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN).  On that occasion, different delegations underscored their satisfaction with the projects being executed by the Institute in accordance with its Strategic Plan 2005-2008.

Also presented at said meeting was the annual report of the Administrative Tribunal and, subsequently, at the meeting of the General Committee, some delegations underscored the initiative of the Tribunal to maintain an ongoing dialogue for cooperation with the other organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, and the continuation of joint meetings with administrative tribunals of other international organizations.

Lastly, at this meeting of the Council the annual report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) was considered, and subsequently, in the General Committee, where some of the delegations recognized the important activities carried out in implementing the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and of the OAS General Assembly.

The observations of the delegations are recorded in document CP/ACTA 1582/07.
For its part, the Council decided to take note of the observations made by the delegations and to forward the reports to the General Committee so that delegations that so wished could made observations and/or recommendations as they deemed pertinent, in accordance with the provisions of Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

b. Meeting of March 14, 2007

At its meeting of March 14, the Council received the Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), Dr. Mirta Roses.  On that occasion, the delegations underscored important activities carried out by PAHO to improve health and living conditions in the Americas, in fulfillment of its purposes and objectives.

Other topics underscored were HIV programs and inter-American cooperation to combat the threat of avian influenza.

The numerous observations and comments made by delegations are recorded in the minutes, CP/ACTA 1584/07.

For its part, the Council decided to take note of the observations made by the delegations and to forward the report to the General Committee so that delegations that so wished could made observations and/or recommendations as they deemed pertinent, in accordance with the provisions of Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

c. Meeting of April 18, 2007


At its meeting of April 18, the Council considered the annual report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA).  On that occasion, it reiterated recognition of the Institute, the support it was providing to member states through the rural sector, promotion of food security, and the development of a competitive agricultural sector that was technologically trained, environmentally managed, and socially equitable for the peoples of the Americas.

The numerous observations and comments made by delegations are recorded in the minutes, CP/ACTA 1590/07.

For its part, the Council decided to take note of the observations made by the delegations and to forward the report to the General Committee so that delegations that so wished could made such observations and/or recommendations as they deemed pertinent in accordance with the provisions of Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

2. General Committee

a. Meeting of April 25, 2007

At its meeting of April 25, 2007, the General Committee considered the annual report of the Inter-American Commission of Women, presented by its Executive Secretary, Carmen Lomellin.  Several delegations referred to the work carried out in connection the implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality.

Note was also taken of observations made by some delegations regarding the process of reviewing and preparing the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará.”

During consideration of said report, also emphasized was the issue of trafficking in persons.

The delegation of Mexico mentioned that it would present to the General Committee for consideration a draft resolution on the Convention of Belém do Pará and another on the Mechanism for Follow Up of said convention.

For its part, the Mission of Antigua and Barbuda indicated that it would present a draft resolution on promotion of women’s human rights and gender equity and equality and a draft resolution on strengthening the CIM.

Also considered at this meeting was the report of the Inter-American Indian Institute (III) and note was taken of the comments of the delegation of Bolivia regarding recognition of the work of the Institute in support of the topic of indigenous peoples on the agenda of the Organization.

b. Meeting of May 9, 2007

At this meeting, consideration was given to the annual report of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH).

In that connection, some delegations underscored their satisfaction with the support being given by the Institute to border demarcation.

In addition, the delegation of Mexico referred to the 80th anniversary of the Institute and announced the presentation of a draft resolution to commemorate it.

C.
DRAFT RESOLUTIONS

At its meetings of April 25 and May 9, 16, 17, and 24, 2007, the General Committee took up consideration of 22 draft resolutions which, in accordance with the work procedure it had agreed, had been presented by the different delegations.

1. Draft resolution:  Strengthening Hemispheric Cooperation in the Framework of CITEL Efforts to Promote Telecommunication Development in the Region (CP/CG-1703/07)

2. Draft resolution:  Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices (CP/doc.4203/07 rev. 3)

3. Draft resolution:  Proposal to Incorporate Human Rights Education into Formal Education for Schoolchilden aged 10 to 14, in accordance with the Protocol of San Salvador (CP/doc.4204/07 rev. 2)

4. Draft resolution:  Inter-American Year of Women (CP/doc.4220/07 rev. 1)

5. Draft resolution:  Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CP/doc.4224/07 rev. 1)

6. Draft resolution:  Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (CP/doc.4223/07 rev. 2).

7. Draft resolution: Celebration of the Centennial of OAS Headquarters (CP/doc.4226/07 rev. 1)

8. Draft resolution:  Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas (CP/doc.4212/07 rev. 2) 

9. Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter (CP/doc.4211/07 rev. 2)

10. Draft resolution:  Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Natural Disasters and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty – White Helmets Initiative. (CP/CG-1704/07 rev. 2) 

11. Draft resolution:  Commemoration of the 80th Anniversary of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) (CP/doc.4221/07 rev. 2) 

12. Draft resolution:  Creation of the Oliver Jackman Voluntary Capital Fund to Finance the Inter-American Human Rights System(CP/doc.4222/07 rev. 3)

13. Draft resolution:  Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention de Belém do Pará” (CP/CG-1705/07 rev. 3) 

14. Draft resolution:  Fifth Biennial Report on Fulfillment of Resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention de Belém do Pará’”  (CP/CG-1706/07 rev. 3) 

15. Draft resolution:  The Importance of Nutrition for Achieving Healthier Populations and Integral Development (CP/doc.4214/07 rev. 3) 

16. Draft resolution:  Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions at the Organization of American States (CP/doc.4216/07 rev. 2) 

17. Draft resolution:  Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere (CP/doc.4215/07 rev. 3)

18. Draft resolution:  Modernization and the Use of Electoral Technologies in the Hemisphere (CP/doc.4219/07 rev. 2)

19. Draft resolution:  Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere (CP/doc.4225/07 rev. 1)

Of the resolutions considered by the Committee, the following ones remained pending and would be considered by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session:

20. Draft resolution: Compliance with the Legal Commitments of the Member States of the Organization of American States (AG/doc.4741/07)

21. Draft resolution:  Support for the Initiative Aimed at Eradicating Child Malnutrition in the Americas (AG/CP/732/07 rev. 3)

22. Draft resolution: Citizen Participation and Development of the Democratic System (AG/CP/SUB.TP-128/07 rev. 1)

Subsequently, on May 25, 2007, the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela withdrew, by the note contained in document AG/doc.4741/07 add. 1, the draft resolution referred to in 20 above.
As consideration of the above-listed draft resolutions had been completed, the Committee decided to recommend to the Permanent Council that they be presented to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session.

CHAPTER V

REPORT OF THE CHAIR ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS

(2006-2007)

A. OFFICERS

For the period under review, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) was installed by the Permanent Council on July 20, 2006. As provided for in Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure, on that same date the Council elected Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the Organization of American States (OAS), as the Chair of the CAJP.

At its first meeting, held on August 10, 2006, the Committee elected, as its First Vice Chair, Dr. Lorena Aparicio Robles, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Panama to the OAS, and, as its Second Vice Chair, Ambassador Antonio Rodrigue, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Haiti to the Organization.

B. ALLOCATION OF TOPICS FOR STUDY BY THE COMMITTEE – WORK PLAN
In compliance with Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council, at the aforesaid meeting on July 20, 2006, agreed that in accordance with Articles 17 and 18 of the Council’s Rules of Procedure, the CAJP would be responsible for 26 mandates assigned to it in document CP/doc. 4141/06 rev. 3, “Assignment of Mandates Issued by the General Assembly at its Thirty-Sixth Regular Session.”


The Committee carried out its work under the guidance of its Work Plan as set out in document CP/CAJP-2410/06 rev. 3.

Between August 10, 2006, and May 23, 2007, the Committee held 35 formal meetings, of which seven were special meetings or working meetings to deal with specific mandates.

Upon concluding its activities, the CAJP submitted, to the Permanent Council’s consideration, 29 approved draft resolutions and three pending draft resolutions for consideration by the General Assembly. 

Details on the work of the Committee can be found in Annex I of this report, and information on the activities of its Working Groups is in Annexes IV, V, and VI.

C. SPECIAL MEETINGS AND WORKING MEETINGS. 

The Committee held the following special meetings and working meetings: 

A. Special Meeting on Freedom of Thought and Expression. 

AG/RES. 2237 (XXXVI-O/06) again called on the Permanent Council, “through its Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, [to] hold a special two-day meeting to delve further into the existing international jurisprudence on the subject covered in Article 13 of the American Convention on Human Rights and include the following items on the agenda of that meeting: (i) public demonstrations as an exercise of the right to freedom of expression; (ii) the subject of Article 11 of the American Convention on Human Rights.” The meeting was held on October 26-27, 2006. A CD recording of it was distributed to all the delegations, and the rapporteur’s report can be found in document CP/CAJP-2527/07.

B.
Working Meeting on the International Criminal Court. 

At its thirty-sixth regular session, held in Santo Domingo (June 2006), the OAS General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2176 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of the International Criminal Court,” which called upon the Permanent Council to hold, with the support of the General Secretariat, a working meeting on appropriate measures that states should take to cooperate with the International Criminal Court in the investigation, prosecution, and punishment of the perpetrators of war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide, and crimes against the administration of justice of the International Criminal Court.


This working meeting was held under the aegis of the Committee on February 2, 2007, and the meeting report can be found in document CP/CAJP 2457/07 rev. 1.

C.
Special Meeting on Current Issues in International Humanitarian Law.

Resolution AG/RES. 2226 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of and respect for international humanitarian law,” instructed the Permanent Council, with the support of the Office of International Law of the Department of International Legal Affairs of the General Secretariat and in cooperation with the International Committee of the Red Cross, to continue to organize special meetings on topics of current interest in international humanitarian law.


The meeting was held on February 1, 2007, and the report on it can be found in document CP/CAJP-2506/07.

D. Special Meeting on the Implementation of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and their Families.

This special meeting of the CAJP, held on February 13, 2007, arose from the mandate set out in resolution AG/RES. 2224 (XXXVI-O/06), “The human rights of all migrant workers and their families.” The meeting report is contained in document CP/CAJP-2505/07.

E.
Special meeting on the principles contained in Article Three of the OAS Charter


In the third paragraph of resolution AG/RES. 2250 (XXXVI-O/06), “Obligation of Member States to respect the rules and principles of international law contained in the Charter of the Organization of American States, in order to preserve and strengthen peace in the Hemisphere,” the General Assembly reiterated, for the second consecutive year, the mandate of holding such a special meeting. It took place on March 22, 2007, and was attended by five members of the Inter-American Juridical Committee: Chairman Dr. Jean-Paul Hubert, Vice-Chairman Dr. Jaime Aparicio, Dr. Mauricio Herdocia, Dr. Antonio Fidel Pérez, and Dr. Ricardo Seitenfus. The report of the meeting is in document CP/CAJP-2479/07. 

F. Dialogue on the functioning of the inter-American human rights system among the member states and the members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and Inter-American Court of Human Rights.
The Dialogue on the functioning of the inter-American human rights system among the member states and the members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and Inter-American Court of Human Rights was held pursuant to paragraph 3(g) of resolution AG/RES. 2220 (XXXVI-O/06), “Strengthening of human rights systems pursuant to the mandates arising from the Summits of the Americas,” on March 30, 2007. The meeting report is contained in document CP/CAJP-2526/07.

G.
Course on International Humanitarian Law (IHL). 

Additionally, and with great success, the First Course on International Humanitarian Law was held within the framework of the CAJP, with the support and assistance of the International Committee of the Red Cross and the Office of International Law. The course, taught on January 31, 2007, was attended by more than 100 people from the diplomatic missions and the General Secretariat. 

The course provided a broad, introductory overview of IHL, with specific focus on the 1949 Geneva Protocols and the additional protocols thereto. It also covered, in detail, the persons protected by IHL, including civilians, and it examined the relationship between IHL and international human rights law and the role played by international criminal law in connection with war crimes. Finally, the course offered modules on the application of IHL in the inter-American system, specifically within the context of the Organization of American States, and on the prosecution of military operations in accordance with the rules of IHL.

In light of the important objectives and success of this First Introductory Course, there are plans to design an advanced CAJP curriculum on IHL in the Americas, with assistance from the ICRC and the Office of International Law, to be offered on a future date to participants from the permanent missions and the General Secretariat.

D. ANNUAL REPORTS. 

1.
Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee.

At its meeting on March 22, 2007, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs received the Inter-American Juridical Committee, represented by its President, Dr. Jean-Paul Hubert, and committee members Drs. Ricardo Seitenfus and Mauricio Herdocia. Dr. Jean-Paul Hubert gave a verbal presentation of the Report. 

The Commission then examined document CP/doc.4178/07 and agreed on the observations and recommendations set out in document CP/CAJP-2475/07.


The corresponding draft resolution was adopted by the Permanent Council on May 2, 2007 (CP/CAJP-2484/07 rev.1).

2.
Comments and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.


The Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights for the year 2006 – CP/doc. 4188/07 Vol. I, CP/doc. 4189/07 Vol. II, and CP/doc.4190/07 Vol. III – was submitted to the Committee on March 29, 2007, by Dr. Florentín Meléndez, President of the Commission.

The observations and recommendations of the member states on the Annual Report of the IACHR and the presentation made by its President were published in document CP/doc.4233/07.


The corresponding draft resolution was agreed on by the CAJP on May 17, 2007, and adopted by the Permanent Council on May 23 (CP/CAJP-2509/07 rev. 1).

3.
Comments and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.


The Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights for 2006 and its Annexes (CP/doc. 4179/07) was submitted to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on March 10, 2007, by Dr. Sergio García, President of the Court. 

The observations and recommendations of the member states on the Annual Report of the Court and the presentation made by its President were published in document CP/doc.4232/07.


The corresponding draft resolution was agreed on by the CAJP on May 17, 2007, and adopted by the Permanent Council on May 23 (CP/CAJP-2518/07 rev.1).

E. DRAFT RESOLUTIONS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.


Before beginning negotiations on the draft resolutions to be submitted to the thirty-seventh regular session, the Chair of the CAJP proposed an exercise in reflection on how to rationalize the work of the Committee in presenting, processing, and negotiating those drafts. Details on this exercise can be found in Annex II of this Report. 

The Committee analyzed a total of 35 draft resolutions, of which 29 were agreed on in their entirety, two were referred to the General Committee of the General Assembly for it to discuss them, and three were withdrawn. Annex III contains a list of these draft resolutions, with details on the negotiations, the corresponding documents, and their current status.

F. OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 


In August 2006, after assuming the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), I succeeded in identifying, along with my predecessor, the Permanent Representative of Guatemala, Ambassador Francisco Villagrán, a series of comments based on his experiences in the Chair of the CAJP. With that, I was able to obtain a clear, global perspective of the Committee’s work and the main challenges facing it. In that context, I concur with several of the comments made by Ambassador Villagrán in document AG/doc. 4548/06 add.6. That notwithstanding, I would like to offer the following comments intended to assist the future work of the Committee: 

1. The CAJP has a considerable volume of work, which can be seen in the number of topics and mandates assigned to it, and in the complexity of the matters with which it deals. I would even claim that the Committee tackles some of our Organization’s most delicate issues. 

2. During my chairmanship, six special meetings were held and 32 draft resolutions were negotiated – a considerably higher number than that of the average committee. In addition, the CAJP is responsible for receiving and examining the annual reports of the IACHR, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and the Inter-American Juridical Committee. 

3. Given this volume of work, I wholeheartedly agree with my predecessor that the secretarial support given to the Committee must be increased. I believe the CAJP needs two officers with exclusive responsibility for following up on its work, at least during the Committee’s period of most intense work (March to June), when many resolutions are being negotiated. 

4. During my time in the Chair, I have striven to rationalize the work of the Committee, in order to increase the effectiveness of the process whereby resolutions are presented and negotiated. In connection with that, I submitted a proposed methodology, contained in the annexes hereto, which suggests a series of guidelines that could serve as the basis for presenting and negotiating resolutions. This methodology contains proposals such as reducing the length of resolutions, the presentation of resolutions every two or three years, and the possibility of presenting resolutions in omnibus form. I would like to extend my thanks to all the delegations that contributed to this important debate on how to make the process of presenting and negotiating resolutions within the CAJP more effective, dynamic, and productive. I believe that the exercise taught some important lessons and provided some useful ideas, which will serve as a legacy for future Chairs of the CAJP. I believe that just including the issue on the Committee’s agenda enabled us to assess the way in which we work. I also hope that the exercise we carried out will act as an incentive for the delegations, so that they will continue to search for ways to streamline the CAJP’s work. 

5. Although the methodology was not approved, I proposed certain parameters for negotiating resolutions within the CAJP, and these, in general, have been followed. I would like to draw particular attention to the following: (a) for topics already presented in 2006, the Chair suggested that only the new sections of text, marked in bold by the Secretariat, be negotiated; (b) I asked that the delegations not pay too much attention to questions of style; (c) I also encouraged the holding of informal meetings to discuss draft resolutions. Whenever problems arose in reaching consensus on a draft resolution, I suggested that the interested delegations meet informally and try to overcome those obstacles. Finally, I have noted the innovation contained in one of the most complex resolutions, the one dealing with the human rights of migrant workers and their families, in deciding, in the operative paragraphs, to issue mandates every two years. That makes the work of the organs and entities of the General Secretariat more predictable and it keeps the repetitive aspects of some of the more delicate issues from having to be addressed every year.

6. I would like to emphasize that special meetings are one of the Organization’s most important exercises, since through them we receive many contributions and issues of priority concern to the member states are addressed. Special meetings demand a great organizational effort, including setting the agenda and deciding on the participants, consulting with various sectors, and holding informal meetings. Actually holding a special meeting requires significant human and financial resources. Those meetings are then attended by figures who hold important positions in national and international bodies. I must therefore state, with complete candor, that the level of participation at some of the special meetings was disappointing. That, in addition to being a poor use of the OAS’s scarce resources, does not promote the public image of our Organization. I also believe we should reflect on the process whereby special meetings are held, including efforts to identify ways to expand the involvement of academic bodies and civil society organizations at those meetings. It would be equally important to encourage the participation of experts from the member states at special meetings. 

7. I would like to note my particular satisfaction at the interest shown in the Course on International Humanitarian Law, which enjoyed a high level of participation. 

8. I would like to point out that the results of special meetings need to be publicized more extensively. Consequently, allow me to suggest that a CD-ROM of each meeting be produced; given their low cost, these could be distributed to the missions of the member states and, when appropriate, to other interested agencies. 

9. I must not forget to note the collaboration I have received from all the delegations, along with the interested and constructive participation of the delegates who follow the CAJP’s work, who accompanied me on a permanent basis, including consultations and informal group meetings. I must also extend my thanks to all the personnel of the Secretariat for their outstanding efforts and dedication, in particular Dr. Carmen Lucía de la Pava, who served efficiently as the Committee’s Secretary, the Office of International Law, the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Secretariat for the Summit Process.

10. It also pleases me greatly to acknowledge the exceptional assistance I have received from the Committee’s two Vice Chairs: Dr. Lorena Aparicio, Alternate Representative of Panama, who served as First Vice Chair, and Ambassador Antonio Rodrigue, Alternate Representative of Haiti, who served as Second Vice Chair. Both have served as Chair on different occasions and they also successfully concluded various negotiations on the instructions of the Chair. 

Osmar Chohfi

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Brazil

to the Organization of American States

Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

CHAPTER VI

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY 2006-2007
A.
Installation, mandates, and officers


The General Assembly, at its thirty-sixth regular session, adopted 12 resolutions
/ on matters concerning hemispheric security.


The Permanent Council, at its meeting of July 20, 2006, installed the Committee and elected Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica, as its Chair, in accordance with Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure.


The Committee, at its meeting of September 8, 2006, elected Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis; and Ambassador Nelson Pineda Prada, Alternate Representative of Venezuela to the OAS; and Mr. Giovanni Snidle, Alternate Representative of the United States, as Vice Chairs of the Committee.

B.
Proceedings

Meetings

At the request of the General Assembly, the Committee on Hemispheric Security scheduled eight special events as part of its activities. In addition, it scheduled 12 meetings to discuss matters related to institutional follow-up and 14 meetings to consider the draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session. 

Institutional follow-up


Noteworthy among the Committee’s activities aimed at following up on institutional topics are the following: 

· The report of the Secretariat Pro Tempore of the CIFTA on the results of the United Nations Review Conference on the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons, held from June 26 to July 7, 2006.  AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06);

· Mechanisms were considered to follow up on the “Conclusions and Recommendations of the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons,” held on Isla Margarita from March 14 to 17, 2006.  AG/RES. 2256 (XXXVI-O/06);

· The Inter-American Defense Board presented a progress report on its modernization process. 

· A presentation was made on the report of the Chair and the Secretariat Pro Tempore of the CIFTA on the regional meeting of experts: “Weapons and International Humanitarian Law,” held on August 22 and 23, 2006.  AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06);

· A report was presented on the Seventh Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas (Managua, October 1-5, 2006) AG/RES. 2113 (XXXV-O/05);

· A report was presented on the exchange of experiences between the OAS and the OCSE with a view to an exchange of experiences with the ASEAN Regional Forum in 2007;

· An analysis was conducted on the United Nations Study on Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Education. AG/RES. 2109 (XXXV-O/05);

· A report was presented on the seminar “Management of Arms in Custody and Destruction of Stockpiles,” held on November 9, 2006, in Santiago, Chile. AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06);

· A meeting was held on February 12, 2007, to discuss the special security concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2187 (XXXVI-O/06);

· A meeting was held on the topic of natural disasters on February 22, 2007.  At that meeting, Ambassador Denis Antoine of the Permanent Mission of Grenada, the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, and the Inter-American Defense Board made presentations on the topic.  AG/RES. 2184 (XXXVI-O/06;

· Finally, at the meeting of April 17, 2007, the demining section of the OAS Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security made a presentation on mine action activities. AG/RES. 2180 (XXXVI-O/06).

Special meetings


The General Assembly, at its thirty-sixth regular session, asked the Permanent Council to convene, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, eight meetings related to the different mandates entrusted to said Committee.


Accordingly, in the second half of 2006, the Committee on Hemispheric Security held the following special meetings:


1.
First, on November 29, 2006, the Second Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, held pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 2113 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06), which requested the Permanent Council to convene the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures to evaluate the application of the Illustrative List of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, adopted at the Meeting of Experts on that topic, held in Miami in February 2003.  Reports on the following topics were presented at that meeting: the register of experts, the inventory of confidence- and security-building measures, the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, and the General Secretariat’s activities in support of the Forum. For their part, the states conducted a review, assessment, and analysis of the implementation of confidence- and security-building measures in the region.  Likewise, the Inter-American Defense Board presented a report on the inventory of confidence- and security-building measures. Lastly, reference was made to a future high-level meeting on confidence- and security-building measures, to be held in 2008, to consider the next steps to be taken to further consolidate mutual confidence. 

2.
The Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions in preparation for the first Conference of States Parties, to be held in 2009, was held on November 30, 2006.  It was held pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2110 (XXXV-O/05), which requested that the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, convene a meeting of the states parties to the Convention, “to which member states not party to the Convention will also be invited, to review implementation of the Convention, consider activities aimed at promoting signature and ratification of the Convention, and contribute to the preparation of the first Conference of the States Parties, which will take place in 2009 pursuant to Article VIII of the Convention.” At that meeting, the states parties underscored the importance of the Convention for building confidence and security and the need to promote its ratification by all OAS member states.  As a result of the meeting, a draft resolution was adopted that would be considered by the Committee on Hemispheric Security during that six-month period.  The meeting also underscored that implementation of the Convention was a key means for states to demonstrate their commitment to transparency in arms acquisitions.

3.
Then, on December 1, 2006, the Meeting of Experts on the Limitation of Military Spending and the Promotion of Greater Transparency in the Acquisition of Arms was held, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2152 (XXXV-O/05), operative paragraph 5, which instructed the Permanent Council to continue considering, “in the context of the work of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and in compliance with the mandate contained in the Declaration adopted at the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, 2001), the topic of limitation of military expenditures and the promotion of greater transparency in the acquisition of arms, bearing in mind, among other elements, the legitimate security and defense needs of states and unilateral, bilateral, subregional, and hemispheric perspectives of the topic, and to organize, during the first half of 2006, a meeting of the Committee with the participation of experts on the subject and representatives of relevant subregional and international bodies.”

4.
Finally, on December 11, the Committee on Hemispheric Security held a meeting on “Combating the proliferation of nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons, their delivery systems, and related materials.” That meeting in held in compliance with resolutions AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06) and AG/RES. 2107 (XXXV-O/05), which resolved to fulfill the shared commitment of member states to make the Americas a region free of biological and chemical weapons. The deliberations at that meeting focused on the significance and present status of United Nations Security Council resolution 1540, the role of international organizations and the importance of regional cooperation, the functional perspective on the Biological Weapons Convention and the Chemical Weapons Convention, member state observations on reports concerning resolution 1540, and efforts to meet their commitment to a region free of biological and chemical weapons.
Moreover, in the first half of 2007, the Committee on Hemispheric Security held the following special meetings:

5.
On March 8, 2007, a meeting was held on “Effective strategies to mitigate the threat posed by the use of Man-Portable Air-Defense Systems (MANPADS).” That special meeting was convened pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 2145 (XXXV-O/05), “Denying MANPADS to Terrorists: Control and Security of Man-Portable Air Defense Systems (MANPADS),” and AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06), “Cooperation on Some Matters of Security in the Hemisphere.” We should also mention the exhibition of MANPADS by technical experts from the United States Department of Defense.

6.
On March 12, 2007, the seminar “Addressing extreme poverty, inequity, and social exclusion as a way of strengthening hemispheric security” was held, in compliance with resolutions AG/RES. 2115 (XXXV-O/05) and CP/RES. 907 (1550/06), “Confronting Extreme Poverty, Inequity, and Social Exclusion as a Means of Strengthening Hemispheric Security.” The meeting was organized in coordination with the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to consider, from a strategic point of view, how extreme poverty erodes social cohesion and undermines the security of states.

7.
On March 15, 2007, the Special Meeting on Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty of Tlatelolco and on a Worldwide Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban was held, in compliance with resolutions AG/RES. 2245 (XXXVI-O/06), “Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco),” and AG/RES. 2186 (XXXVI-O/06), “Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty.”

8.
Lastly, on March 20, 2007, the Meeting to Review Progress in Implementing the Declaration on Security in the Americas” was held to review progress by member states in implementing the Declaration on Security in the Americas and to assess the progress achieved to date, as established in resolution 2185 (XXXVI-O/06), “Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security.”
C.
Draft resolutions


The Committee continued its work until May 22, and I am pleased to report that it considered 21 draft resolutions, which have been transmitted to the Permanent Council for subsequent submission to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session:

1. Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions

2. Support for Action against Mines in Ecuador and Peru

3. Education for Disarmament and Nonproliferation 

4. The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone

5. Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas

6. Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism

7. Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials

8. Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

9. Addressing Illicit Trafficking in Small Arms and Light Weapons: Stockpile Management and Security

10. Hemispheric Cooperation Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons and Second Meeting of National Authorities in Trafficking in Persons 

11. Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security

12. Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Gangs Involved in Criminal Activities

13. Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board  

14. Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) 

15. Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations

16. Prevention of the Diversion and Illicit Distribution of Pharmaceutical Products and Other Internationally Controlled Substances via the Internet

17. Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean 

18. Limitation of Military Spending and the Promotion of Greater Transparency in the Acquisition of Arms in the Americas

19. Implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime

20. Support for Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)

21. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission 

D.
Annual reports


Finally, the Committee considered three annual reports, in keeping with Article 91.f of the OAS Charter and in response to a request made by the Permanent Council at its meeting of February 21, which transmitted to the Committee the annual reports of the Inter-American Defense Board (CP/doc.4171/07 rev. 1), the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) (CP/doc.4201/07), and the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/doc.4196/07 rev. 1).  Those annual reports were transmitted for consideration by the OAS General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the distinguished Vice Chairs and delegates for their valuable contributions to the work of the Committee during this term and for their good will and their cooperation with the Chair.  


Javier Sancho Bonilla


Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the OAS


Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security 
CHAPTER VII

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY AFFAIRS


The Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, under the Chairmanship of Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, with Mrs. Basia Manitius, Alternate Representative of Canada and Mrs. Margarita Arango, Alternate Representative of Colombia, as Vice Chairs, held 15 formal and several informal meetings from November 2006 to May 2007. 

During this period the Committee reviewed issues included in its work plan such as the activities of Offices of the General Secretariat in the member states, fundraising by each dependency of the General Secretariat, the inventory of the Art Museum of the Americas, a progress report on evaluation and monitoring of results of cooperation activities as well as those related to costs of conferences and meetings.  CAAP adopted corresponding decisions and recommendations on which the Permanent Council (PC):

· Through resolution CP/RES. 910 (1568/06) amended, ad referendum of the General Assembly, Article 23 of the General Standards on Temporary Support Personnel contracted locally.
· Approved the adjustment to the 2007 Program-Budget of the Organization through resolution CP/RES. 911 (1573/06)

· Through resolution CP/RES. 919 (1597/07) amended, ad referendum of the General Assembly, Articles 78 and 80 of the General Standards to Govern the Operataions of the General Secretariat
CAAP installed a Working Group that met March 26-27, 2007, under the Chairmanship of Ambassador Manuel Maria Caceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay, to begin consideration of a methodology for determining the new scale of member state quota assessments for 2009 and subsequent years.  The Working Group will meet again to conclude the technical analysis and make a recommendation.

CAAP began considering a new policy for recouping indirect costs in November 2006. Many hours were dedicated to consider options proposed by the Secretariat. Delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Chile, Mexico and the United States participated actively. On April 12, 2007, the Inspector General presented a summary on the highlights of her Office’s audit report on Overhead. The proposed amendments necessary to Articles 78 and 80 of the General Standards to implement the new policy were recommended to the Permanent Council and on May 23, 2007, they were approved ad referendum of the General Assembly.

In May 2007, CAAP considered a recommendation of the Chair of the Board of External Auditors related to the possibility of establishing staggered terms for the members of the Board such that not more than one new member is elected each year so as to assure that each year the Board counts with at least two members with prior Board experience.
Considering that by resolution AG/RES. 148 (IV-O/74), the General Assembly resolved “that the Permanent Council adopt the necessary measures for the establishment of the external auditing,” and it authorized the Permanent Council to make the corresponding appointments and that that pursuant to operative paragraph 3 of resolution CP/RES. 124 (164/75) rev. 2, “The members of the Board of External Auditors shall be elected by the General Assembly for a term at office of three years and may not be reelected. Their term of office shall begin on January 1 of the year following their election;” and that the three-year terms of two members of the Board will expire on December 31, 2007, CAAP agreed to recommend to the Permanent Council that, solely for purposes of the election of the two members of the Board of External Auditors to be held at its thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly, that the term of one of the External Auditors to be elected shall be for two years and the term of the other External Auditor shall be for three years.

CAAP recommend too that the determination of which of the two elected External Auditors will have a two-year term and which of the two elected External Auditors will have a three-year term be decided by lot.

The following issues, among others, continue in CAAP’s agenda and the Committee will continue consideration after the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly:

· Report of the Office of Conferences and Meetings on interpretation and translation services for OAS conferences and meetings

· Consideration of the General Secretariat’s Office of Conferences and Meetings’ proposal to update the cost of conferences and meetings. 

· Presentation on human resources-related issues. 

CHAPTER VIII

REPORT OF THE CHAIR ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMITTEE ON
INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION 

IN OAS ACTIVITIES

(2006-2007)

A. INTRODUCTION

The Permanent Council, at its meeting on July 31, 2002, merged the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.  The new Committee, the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), is charged with coordinating the activities that the Summits of the Americas assign to the Organization of American States and civil society participation in OAS activities and the Summit Process.


The present report refers to the activities of the CISC in the 2006-2007 period, which took into consideration the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas and the General Assembly of the Organization as well as the functions assigned by the Permanent Council of the Organization.  This report reflects the achievements of specific activities devised by the members of the Committee to carry out the mentioned mandates.

B. OFFICERS
As host the Fifth Summit of the Americas and Chair of the Summit Process, the Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, Ambassador Marina Valere, assumed the Chairmanship of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities on September 12, 2006.


The OAS General Secretariat, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, exercises the function of technical secretariat of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society participation, and plays a special role in the provision of information related to all of the themes under consideration by the Committee and in the coordination of civil society organizations. 

C. SPECIFIC MANDATES


The Permanent Council, at its meeting of July 20, 2006, assigned the CISC, through document CP/doc.4141/06 rev. 2, the following General Assembly resolutions to consider and take appropriate action: AG/RES. 2171 (XXXVI-O/06), “Follow-Up and Implementation of the Mandates of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata,” AG/RES.2172 (XXXVI-O/06) “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities and the Summits of the Americas Process,” AG/RES. 2190 (XXXVI-O/06), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process.”

Likewise, the Committee studied the mandates contained in AG/RES. 2173 (XXXVI-O/06), “The Declaration of Recife.”

To fulfill these mandates, the Chair presented a Work Plan, which was approved by the CISC during its meeting on October 16, 2006.

D. ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT


The CISC held six (6) meetings during this reporting period.  At these meetings, the Committee considered the topics of civil society participation in OAS activities and the Summits of the Americas Process; follow-up of the mandates from the Summits of the Americas; implementation of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata, and the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD)
A. Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

In accordance with resolution AG/RES. 1991 (XXXIV-O/04), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities,” the Committee considered, during this reporting period, sixty six (66) requests from civil society organizations to be entered into the registry of civil society organizations of the OAS.  Of these requests, the Permanent Council approved fifty two (52) while four (4) are in the process of consideration and three (3) were withdrawn.


In this sense, the Chair, during the meetings of the CISC, underscored the importance of conforming to the criterion and parameters established in the Organization’s rules and regulations, particularly those contained in resolutions CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), when studying these applications.


During this period, the number of registered organizations rose by over 30% over the previous year, which reflects the interest of civil society in registering, and fulfills the mandate of the member states to increase civil society participation in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process.


The CISC considered and approved ad referendum, during its meeting on May 8, the draft resolution CP/CISC-319/07 “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process,” presented by the Chair.  The mentioned draft takes into account the guidelines and strategies for the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities that were approved in resolutions CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”


Likewise, the CISC considered the important mandate emanating from the Fourth Summit of the Americas, which recognized the role of the OAS in the follow up and implementation of the mandates from the Summits of the Americas and instructed the General Secretariat to coordinate the participation of civil society in the Summit Process.

Furthermore, in relation to the Dialogue between the Heads of Delegations of the Member States and representatives of civil society during the General Assembly, the Chair of the CISC, the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Panama to the OAS, and the Summits of the Americas Secretariat carried out appropriate efforts to ensure ample civil society participation.

To this end, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat held the Roundtable with Civil Society on the Hemispheric Agenda on May 10-11, 2007 at OAS headquarters.  The purpose of the Roundtable was to encourage increased discussions and the exchange of ideas among civil society organizations that are interested in Summit mandates and carry out activities related to the themes of the inter-American agenda.  The recommendations contained in the document CP/CISC-325/07 “Civil Society Recommendations from the Roundtable with Civil Society on the Hemispheric Agenda” will serve as a basis for the dialogue that will be held with representatives of civil society organizations and Heads of Delegation of the Member States and the Secretary General at the thirty-seventh regular session of the OAS General Assembly.

B. Support for and follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process

In compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2190 (XXXVI-O/06), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process,” the General Secretariat, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, supported the meetings of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) held in follow up to the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas.  Specifically, the Summits Secretariat contributed to the organization of the XLVI Meeting of the SIRG at the Ministerial Level on September 12, 2006, at which the Chairmanship of the Summits was transferred from the Government of Argentina to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, and the XLV Meeting of the SIRG on March 29, 2007. 

In support of the Member States in the implementation of the Fourth Summit commitments and in its capacity as the institutional memory of the Summits Process, the Secretariat coordinated the production of the publication by the institutional members of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), “Implementation of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata”.  This product presents the projects, programs, and resources implemented in order to comply with the commitments made in the context of the Fourth Summit of the Americas. 

To support the Host Government of the Fifth Summit of the Americas and the Member States in preparation for the next Summit of the Americas in 2009, the Secretariat produced the publication, “Towards the Fifth Summit of the Americas: Regional Challenges”.  This publication presents the institutional perspectives of the members of the Joint Summit Working Group on the principal challenges currently facing the Hemisphere and is intended to facilitate and contribute to the dialogue that will help determine the thematic and priority areas to be focused on in planning for the Fifth Summit of the Americas.

Both of the aforementioned publications will be distributed for the consideration of the OAS member states at the XLVII Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) at the Ministerial Level, to be held in the framework of the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization.
At its meeting on May 8, 2007, the CISC considered and approved ad referendum the draft resolution, presented by the Chair of the CISC, CP/CISC-318/07 “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process.” 

C. The Declaration of Recife

In fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2173 (XXXVI-O/06), “The Declaration of Recife,” the Committee considered the report presented by the Department of State Modernization and Governance (DSMG) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) of the OAS.  In the mentioned report, the DSMG highlighted the background to its report, as well as activities of the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government and Citizen Participation aimed at making progress on action indicated by the Declaration of Recife in support of Summit commitments on local governance.

Furthermore, at it meeting of May 8, 2007, the Committee approved ad referendum the draft resolution (CP/CISC-322/07) “Fulfillment of the Declaration of Recife,” presented by the Permanent Mission of Brazil. 

E. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Fifty two (52) new civil society organizations were registered during this period, bringing the total number of civil society organizations in the OAS registry to 223.


With regard to the follow up activities of the Summits of the Americas Process, the OAS, through its organs, agencies, and entities, focused its activities on the fulfillment of Summits of the Americas mandates, especially the Fourth Summit of the Americas.


The Committee is pleased to conclude that the Organization of American States continues to play an active role in the follow-up and implementation of Summits of the Americas initiatives and in promoting the participation of civil society in the OAS activities and the Summits of the Americas Process.


Likewise, the Committee believes that it is fundamental that the General Secretariat continue providing the necessary support to effectively implement and follow up the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, which include the methodological and technical support for the evaluation and implementation of the mandates as well as the efforts to ensure the linkages of these mandates with the ministerial and sectoral meetings related to the Summits and carry out the work of coordinating and promoting the participation of civil society in the activities of the OAS and the Summits Process.


The Committee acknowledges the General Secretariat, in particular the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and the Secretariat of the Permanent Council, for all their support during this period.

This report and the attached draft resolutions reflect the recommendations of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities for future action and will be presented to the Permanent Council and, eventually, to the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly.


Marina Valere




Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS

Chair, Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and 




Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
/

CHAPTER IX

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE

ON TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME


In October 2003, the states of the Americas, in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted in Mexico City, declared that transnational organized crime posed new threats, concerns, and other challenges of a diverse nature that affected the security of the Hemisphere.


In June 2004, in response to a request from the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-V), the General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2026 (XXXIV-O/04), “Fighting Transnational Organized Crime in the Hemisphere,” which instructed the Permanent Council to convene a group of government experts, through its Committee on Hemispheric Security, to consider the advisability of drawing up a hemispheric plan of action against transnational organized crime.


The Group of Government Experts met on April 18 and 19, 2005, and adopted a series of conclusions and recommendations which included developing a hemispheric plan of action to combat transnational organized crime.


The recommendations were subsequently adopted by the General Assembly through resolution AG/RES. 2116 (XXXV-O/05), “Fighting Transnational Organized Crime in the Hemisphere,” which also established a Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime (CEDOT), under the Permanent Council, as a mechanism for drafting the plan of action, using the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNCTOC) and the Protocols thereto
/ as a reference point.


The resolution also instructed the General Secretariat to develop a mechanism for coordinating the efforts of the organs, agencies, entities, and mechanisms currently dealing with topics related to the prevention of and fight against transnational organized crime, in order to prevent duplication and optimize the use of institutional resources.


The new structure of the OAS General Secretariat, with the establishment of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and its Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security, constitutes a step toward implementation of the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2116 (XXXV-O/05).


The Special Committee solicited the opinions of numerous experts in the areas of trafficking in illicit drugs, money laundering and the financing of transnational organized crime, illicit arms trafficking, transnational criminal gangs, connections between terrorism and organized crime, kidnapping, cybercrime, smuggling of migrants, trafficking in persons, crimes against intellectual property perpetrated by organized groups, and mutual legal assistance and extradition.


The experts identified actions that the member states, the Organization, and other bodies of the inter-American system might take to combat transnational organized crime in areas such as:  (a) criminalizing certain types of conduct set out in the UNCTOC and its Protocols, and promoting legislative and regulatory development in each state; (b) adopting specific control measures; (c) adopting measures for confiscation of the proceeds of crime; (d) promoting international cooperation through extradition, mutual legal assistance, joint investigations, OAS mechanisms and other instruments and activities, including bilateral agreements, recovery and/or sharing of confiscated assets, technical assistance, dissemination of best practices, confidence-building measures, etc.; (e) facilitating training, investigation, and information exchange; and (f) promoting the use of prevention policies and measures.


The Special Committee considered that a Plan of Action based on a horizontal or cross-cutting approach, rather than an issue-specific one, would better conform to the objectives described in the April 19, 2005, Group of Experts’ Conclusions and Recommendations.  Such a horizontal approach would also permit the various OAS organs, agencies, entities, and mechanisms now tasked with combating transnational organized crime to improve practical components of cooperation generally, such as information sharing, assessment sharing, border security cooperation, training, and best practices exchanges.


While this approach ensures coordination among OAS entities for the implementation of UNCTOC as a priority for the Hemisphere, the approach may not take into account specific manifestations of transnational organized crime that are unique to the Hemisphere or that are not experienced by all OAS member states.  For this reason, the Plan of Action provides that member states with a particular need to combat a form of transnational organized crime not yet under review within the OAS can bring this matter to the attention of the Organization and seek the assistance of the relevant entity.


The Plan of Action will help the Hemisphere to take a more active role in combating transnational organized crime in its various manifestations.  Moreover, by emphasizing coordination and implementation, particularly of the core obligations of UNCTOC and its Protocols, the plan supports a collective commitment to combat the problem, and this also serves the national interests of each member state.


The Plan of Action could facilitate the efforts of member states that have not yet done so to become parties to UNCTOC and its Protocols and to participate actively in United Nations efforts in this area.


CEDOT held 30 meetings in two stages, in accordance with the work schedule attached to this report.  During the first stage, an important series of meetings took place with experts on the different manifestations of transnational organized crime from Brazil, Canada, Colombia, El Salvador, Spain, the United States, and Mexico, as well as from institutions, such as the European Union, the Council of Europe, the Inter-American Development Bank, and the OAS itself (its Drug Abuse Control Commission - CICAD and the Juridical Cooperation Office). The day spent meeting these specialists served to guide and enrich the Committee’s work in numerous ways.


The Draft Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime was drawn up during a second stage and took into account:  (a) The recommendations and suggestions made by the specialists and the delegations during the meetings held to review the different manifestations of transnational organized crime; (b) The “Conclusions and Recommendations of the Meeting of Government Experts to Consider the Advisability of Developing a Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime,” held at OAS headquarters on April 18 and 19, 2005 pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2026 (XXXIV-O/04); (c) the meeting with government experts of the member states also held at OAS headquarters from September 12 to 14, 2006, with the participation of Ms. Karen Kramer, specialist with the unit against transnational organized crime of the Human Security Branch, Division for Operations, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime; and (d) the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the three Protocols thereto. The meeting with the experts underscored the importance of preventing, controlling, and fighting transnational organized crime in the Hemisphere with a commitment by our States to expand and improve programs and initiatives for fighting poverty, inequality, and social exclusion, which, along with other factors, may facilitate, permit, or encourage this scourge.


This Hemispheric Plan of Action also embodies the principal mandates assigned in the Summits of the Americas process in relation to the fight against transnational organized crime, especially those that emerged from the Second and Third Summits, held in Santiago, Chile in April 1988 and in Quebec City, Canada, in April 2001, respectively.


The text of the Draft Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime was approved by the members of the CEDOT at its meeting on Tuesday, October 10, 2006. 


Pursuant to the provisions of resolutions AG/RES. 2189 (XXXVI-O/06), “Fighting Transnational Organized Crime in the Hemisphere,” as Chair of the Special Committee I hereby present and submit for consideration by the Permanent Council of the Organization the draft resolution adopting the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime.  


I wish to express my deep gratitude to all the delegates of the member states of the Organization who took part in the extensive deliberations conducted in the Special Committee, because with their steadfast support and valuable insights we were able to comply with the mandate to develop the Hemispheric Plan of Action, and to thank Mr. Flavio Villacorta, Alternate Representative of El Salvador, for his outstanding work as the Vice Chair of this Special Committee. 


I would also like to pay special tribute to the professional and technical staff in all areas of the General Secretariat who, with great dedication, supported the work of the Special Committee, especially Mr. Christopher Hernández Roy and Mr. Reinaldo Rodríguez, for their invaluable support as the CEDOT secretariat; the team in the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security’s Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security; and the group of translators who assisted us.


The attachments referred to in this report have been published in document CE/DOT-56/06.

Ambassador Alejandro García-Moreno 

Permanent Representative of Mexico

Chair of the Special Committee

on Transnational Organized Crime
CHAPTER X
DECLARATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 

(June 1, 2006 to May 23, 2007)

2006

	CP/DEC. 31 (1567/06)

	DECLARATION ON THE REFERENDUM IN PANAMA

	CP/DEC. 32 (1568/06)

	CONGRATULATIONS TO BRAZIL ON ITS ELECTORAL PROCESS

	CP/DEC. 33 (1571/06)

	CONGRATULATIONS TO NICARAGUA ON ITS ELECTORAL PROCESS

	CP/DEC. 34 (1573/06)
	CONGRATULATIONS TO ECUADOR ON ITS ELECTORAL PROCESS



	CP/DEC. 35 (1573/06)

	CONGRATULATIONS TO VENEZUELA ON ITS ELECTORAL PROCESS HELD ON DECEMBER 3, 2006 



	CP/RES. 908 (1567/06)
	HEMISPHERIC PLAN OF ACTION AGAINST TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME



	CP/RES. 909 (1567/06)

	PROMOTION OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE HEMISPHERE 



	CP/RES. 910 (1568/06)
	AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 23 OF THE GENERAL STANDARDS TO GOVERN THE OPERATIONS OF THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT



	CP/RES. 911 (1573/06)

	ADJUSTMENT TO THE 2007 PROGRAM-BUDGET

	CP/RES. 912 (1574/06)

	TEMPORARY LIFTING OF THE PAUSE IN THE AWARDING OF NEW SCHOLARSHIPS



	CP/RES. 913 (1577/07)

	COMMITTEE FOR THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES



	2007


	

	CP/DEC.36 (1594/07)
	DECLARATION ON STRENGTHENING COOPERATION IN THE FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM AND THE IMPUNITY OF ITS PERPETRATORS

	CP/RES. 914 (1577/07)

	PLACE AND DATE OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE OAS/REMJA WORKING GROUP ON MUTUAL ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS AND EXTRADITION



	CP/RES. 915 (1587/07)
	COMMEMORATION OF THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ABOLITION OF THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE 



	CP/RES. 916 (1590/07)
	INVITATIONS TO THE THIRTY-SEVENTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY



	CP/RES. 917 (1596/07)
	CONVOCATION OF THE THIRD MEETING OF CENTRAL AUTHORITIES AND OTHER EXPERTS ON MUTUAL ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS AND EXTRADITION, IN FULFILLMENT OF RESOLUTION AG/RES. 2228 (XXXVI-O/06) AND THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE OR OF MINISTERS OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS (REMJA-VI)



	CP/RES. 918 (1595/07)
	PERMANENT LIFTING OF THE PAUSE IN THE AWARDING OF OAS SCHOLARSHIPS

	CP/RES. 919 (1597/07)
	PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO ARTICLES 78 AND 80 OF THE GENERAL STANDARDS TO GOVERN THE OPERATIONS OF THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT
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