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DRAFT RESOLUTION

ELECTION OF TWO EXTERNAL AUDITORS AT THE THIRTY-SEVENTH

REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING:


That, by resolution AG/RES. 123 (III-O/73), the General Assembly adopted the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States, in which Article IX (Advisory Services, Auditing, and Fiscal Control) provides for an external audit to examine the accounts of the General Secretariat;

That, by resolution AG/RES. 148 (IV-O/74), the General Assembly resolved “that the Permanent Council adopt the necessary measures for the establishment of the external auditing,” and authorized the Permanent Council to make the corresponding appointments;

That, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 124 (164/75), the Permanent Council adopted rules for the “Designation of External Auditors to Examine the Accounts of the General Secretariat”;
That operative paragraph 1 of resolution CP/RES. 124 (164/75) rev. 2 provides that the Board of External Auditors shall have three members “each of whom shall be a high-ranking officer of the office or entity responsible for examining the accounts at the public administration in the member state of which he is a national”;
That, pursuant to operative paragraph 3 of resolution CP/RES. 124 (164/75) rev. 2, “[t]he members of the Board of External Auditors shall be elected by the General Assembly for a term of office of three years and may not be reelected.  Their term of office shall begin on January 1 of the year following their election”; 
That the current Chair of the Board has recommended that the members be elected in staggered terms such that not more than one new member is elected each year so as to ensure that each year the Board has at least two members with prior Board experience;

That because the three-year terms of two current members of the Board will expire on December 31, 2007, the General Assembly must elect two new members at its next regular session; and

That, in order to ensure that the terms of the newly elected members and their successors are staggered, it is necessary, for the purposes of the election to be held at the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly, that the term of one of the two members of the Board of External Auditors to be elected by the General Assembly be shortened to two years,
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RESOLVES:


1.
To agree, solely for purposes of the election of the two members of the Board of External Auditors to be held at its thirty-seventh regular session, that the term of one of the external auditors to be elected shall be for two years and the term of the other external auditor shall be for three years.

2.
To agree that the election of the two external auditors shall take place without reference as to which auditor will have a two-year term and which auditor will have a three-year term.

3.
To determine by lot which of the two elected external auditors will have a two-year term and which of the two elected external auditors will have a three-year term.
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�.	This draft resolution was considered and approved by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the OAS Permanent Council, chaired by Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, at its meeting of May 23, 2007.  By inadvertence, it was not transmitted to the Permanent Council for submission to the General Assembly for consideration.
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