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DRAFT DECLARATION
AGAINST THE BAN TO ENGAGE IN SPORTS [ON PLAYING SOCCER IN HIGH-ALTITUDE CITIES]
IN CENTURIES-OLD HIGH-ALTITUDE CITIES

(Presented by the delegation of Bolivia)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING:

That the International Federation of Association Football (FIFA) has announced that it would not allow official international soccer games to be played in stadiums or on soccer fields over 2,500 meters above sea level;

That the practice of this sport makes an important contribution to health and human well-being and helps bring together diverse peoples from around the globe without exceptions;

That this decision constitutes a form of sporting restriction on peoples of the Andean region, whose principal cities are located over 2,500 meters above sea level; and

That a decision of this kind may in the future lead to the establishment of new restrictions based on specific conditions such as excessive heat, extreme cold, excessive humidity, excessive rainfall, etc, which would strip this sport of its universal and popular character;
That the measure taken by this federation affects the peoples of the Americas of Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, and Peru, among others; and

TAKING NOTE of the Declaration of the Andean Community of Nations (CAN), dated May 28, 2007, which expressed a position on the matter,

RESOLVES:

1. To express the deep concern of the OAS member states over the decision of the of the Executive Committee of the International Federation of Association Football (FIFA), which states that international matches may not be played for medical reasons, since said decision does not foster sporting, tourism, and related fraternal practices.

2. To transmit to the Executive Committee of FIFA the recommendation that it reconsider its decision.
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3. To request national soccer federations in the region to take action geared toward a reversal of the FIFA decision, in order to ensure the spirit of fraternity that should characterize the playing of the universal sport of soccer.
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