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Item 43 on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION

CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS AND THE PROTECTION

OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND PROMOTION OF DEMOCRACY

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the “Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms,” UN General Assembly resolutions 53/144 and 60/161;
RECOGNIZING that civil society organizations, including nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), play a significant role in building free, accountable, democratic, and inclusive societies, and also constitute important actors in the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, including civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights;

RECOGNIZING that civil society organizations, including NGOs, contribute to the workings of the bodies and organizations of the inter-American system; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”; and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”; and
CONSIDERING the relevant volumes of the Annual Reports of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, including the “Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas,”
RESOLVES: 

1. To instruct the Permanent Council to prepare and convene a special meeting to discuss best practices among member states that serve to strengthen participation of civil society organizations, including NGOs, in the areas of human rights and democracy promotion, as well as best practices regarding the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities relating to human rights and democracy promotion.  This meeting will include contributions by and participation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and civil society organizations, in accordance with CP/RES. 759.
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To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, which will be carried out within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.  



























































































































� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �AG03708E05.doc�








�EMBED Word.Picture.8���











_1208857746.doc
[image: image1.png]YA






GENERAL ASSEMBLY



