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MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA TO IMPLEMENT THE CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MEETING OF NATIONAL AUTHORITIES ON TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS 

(Margarita Island, Venezuela, March 14 to 17, 2006)

TOPIC I
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE JURIDICAL INSTRUMENTS ON THE ISSUE


Before the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons was held, Venezuela had already become a party to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children. It is also a party to the Inter-American Convention on International Traffic in Minors, the Optional Protocol of the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, and Convention 182 of the International Labour Organization on the Worst Forms of Child Labor.


Furthermore, trafficking in persons is a criminal offense under Venezuelan domestic law. Article 54 of the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela provides that “No person shall be subjected to slavery or servitude.  Trafficking in persons, in particular women, children and adolescents, in any form, shall be subject to the penalties prescribed by law.” More specifically, the Organic Law against Organized Crime (2005) recognizes trafficking in persons as an offense committed by criminal organizations:

Art. 16 “Further to the offenses recognized in the Law, the following are also considered organized-crime offenses in accordance with the applicable laws in this area.

11. Trafficking in persons and migrants. (…)

Second Paragraph: The term of imprisonment for unlawful deprivation of liberty shall be 10 to 15 years (…) when the crimes classified in the instant article are committed:

1. Against boys, girls and adolescents or persons over 70 years of age.

3. With torture or any other form of violence.

4. Taking advantage of a relationship of trust or employment to carry them out.”
/

Articles 33, 38, and 40 of the Organic Law for Protection of Children and Adolescents provide:

Art. 33. Right to protection against abuse and sexual exploitation: “All children and adolescents have the right to be protected against any form of abuse and sexual exploitation.  The State shall ensure permanent and free programs of assistance and comprehensive care for all child and adolescent victims of abuse and sexual exploitation.

Art. 38.  Prohibition of slavery, servitude, and forced labor: No child or adolescent may be subjected to any form of slavery, servitude, or forced labor.

Art. 40.  Protection against illicit transportation: The State shall protect all children and adolescents against from illicit transportation both inside the national territory and out of the country.”
/

In that same vein, Articles 55 to 59 of the Law on Nationality and Immigration provide as follows: 


Art. 55.  Illegal immigration. “Anyone who in any way promotes or favors the illegal immigration of foreigners to Venezuela shall be punished with four to eight years of imprisonment.”


Art. 56.  Illicit trafficking in persons. “Any natural persons or representatives of legal persons who, by act or omission, promote or mediate in the illegal trafficking of persons from, in transit in, or to Venezuela shall be punished with four to eight years of imprisonment.


Art. 57.  Aggravating circumstances.  “Anyone who engages in any of the conduct described in Article 56 for profit, or with violence, intimidation, deceit, or taking advantage of the situation of need of the victim, their gender, or of vulnerable groups shall be punished with eight to 10 years of imprisonment.”


Art. 58.  Increased sentence.  “Prison sentences corresponding to the upper half of the penalties allowed under Articles 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, and 57 shall be imposed if during the commission of the acts the lives, health, or physical integrity of the persons or the victim are endangered.”


Art. 59.  Criminal liability of authorities.  “Any public servant, or police or military authority who, by any means, favors or abets, by act or omission, the entry to or departure from the territory of the Republic of persons in a clandestine manner or through evasion of the immigration control procedures established in our laws shall be sentenced to four to eight years of imprisonment and shall be barred thereafter from holding any position in the public administration.”
/

For their part, Articles 173, 174, and 387 of the Venezuelan Criminal Code say:

Art.  173.  “Anyone who subjects another person to slavery or an equivalent condition shall be punished with six to twelve years of imprisonment.  The same penalty shall apply to anyone who engages in the trafficking of slaves.

Art.  174.  “Anyone who unlawfully deprives another person of their personal liberty shall be punished with 15 days to 30 months of imprisonment.  If the culprit uses threats, cruelty, or deceit in order to commit the crime, or in the course of its perpetration, or if they commit the crime in a spirit of revenge, for profit, for a religious purpose, or on a religious pretext, (…) the term of imprisonment shall be two to four years.”

Art.  387: “Anyone who, in order to satisfy the passions of another, induces a minor to engage in prostitution or commit acts of corruption, shall be punished with three to eighteen months of imprisonment…”
/

Crimes that may, on occasion, be connected with trafficking in persons, namely, participation in a criminal organization, bribery, obstruction of justice, money laundering, illicit arms trafficking, and illicit drug trafficking, among others, are also classified in the aforesaid Organic Law against Organized Crime and in the Anticorruption Law.


However, it should be mentioned that the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela does not support the arguments that direct and permanent connections exist between different acts committed by criminal organizations, as reflected in the use of the expression “related crimes”, which disregards the guarantees of due process and presumption of innocence, two universally recognized principles in the area of human rights.

TOPIC II.  PREVENTION OF THE CRIME OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS


With respect to studies and reviews on the crime of trafficking in persons in the country, the Ministry of the Interior and Justice, through the Crime Prevention Directorate proposes to carry out in conjunction with UNICEF an exploratory and descriptive study at the end of 2006 on the existence of human trafficking.  The study will center on country’s main border towns and cities as well as those with a high population density.


Furthermore, for Venezuela prevention is the cornerstone in combating any form of organized crime.  While repression is necessary, a comprehensive approach to crime fighting requires reinforcement of social policies to prevent vulnerable groups from falling prey to criminal networks.


In that connection, Venezuela has not only consistently drawn attention at forums in the Americas to the importance of combating poverty and inequality, but has also been strengthening a most comprehensive network of social programs designed to meet social needs and achieve social justice.  Each of these programs has achieved successful results, not only in terms of numbers of persons taught to read and write, high school graduates, persons who have received health care and undergone surgical operations, etc., but also in terms of satisfaction among the human beings for whom the enormous social debt neglected for years by past Venezuelan governments has been settled.


Following is a concise summary of the social programs underway in Venezuela:

Barrio Adentro Program

The overall aim is to ensure access to health services for deprived populations by means of a comprehensive health care management model designed to bring an improvement in quality of life through the creation of People’s Surgeries and Clinics to supplement “people’s hospitals” in communities with limited access to extant facilities.

Guaicaipuro Program
This program was launched on October 12, 2003, in honor of the past, present, and future, to restore the rights of indigenous peoples and communities in the country.  The overall objective is to restore the rights recognized to indigenous peoples in the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.  The implementing agency for this program is the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources.

Habitat Program
The aims of this program are to comprehensively address the issues of living conditions; meet the needs of families and communities not only as regards housing construction, but also, in particular, with respect to habitat development; and initiate construction of complete urbanizations equipped with the full range of public services, from education to health care.  Another of the program’s objectives is the evaluation of sites set aside for the construction of Self-Sustaining Endogenous Housing Developments.

Madres del Barrio Program
The objective of the Madres del Barrio Program is to help needy homemakers and their families to find a way out of extreme poverty through enrolment in social programs, community-based coaching, and a financial allowance.

Mercal Program
The core objective of the program implemented by MERCAL S.A. is to ensure a permanent market, at the wholesale and retail level, for food products and other basic commodities, maintaining quality, low prices, and ease of access, in order to keep the Venezuelan population supplied, in particular groups with few resources. 

Milagro Program

This program provides free operations for people with limited financial resources who suffer from sight disorders. The program was launched in July 2004 in the framework of the agreements between Cuba and Venezuela.  Initially the program only covered Venezuelan patients but has now been widened to include other countries in Latin America.

Type of operation: cataracts, pterygium, and palpebral ptosis.

Patients operated on: 12,596

Number of operations: 13,009

Venezuelans operated on: 10,765

Non Venezuelans operated on: 1,816

Persons operated on in Cuba: 176,955

Negra Hipolita Program

This program was initiated on January 14, 2006, and is aimed at combating exclusion, as well as helping all street children who suffer the hardships of poverty. The purpose of the Negra Hipolita Program is to coordinate and promote all aspects of comprehensive care for all homeless children, adolescents, and adults; pregnant adolescents; persons with disabilities, and senior citizens in extreme poverty.

Piar Program

This program is directly aligned with the Comprehensive Sustainable Development Plan for Mining Communities implemented by the government of President Hugo Chávez Frías through the Ministry of Energy and Mines, the aim of which is to ensure a decent quality of life for small-scale miners by promoting the rational and orderly development of natural resources in accordance with environmental standards.

Ribas Program

The Ribas Program is an education program that the government of President Hugo Chávez Frías has been implementing since November 2003, which targets all those who have been unable to complete their high school education.  The program benefits all elementary school leavers, regardless of age, who wish to complete their high school education.

Robinson I Program

The Robinson Program is the most important civil-military operation in our country’s republican era.  Its aim is to instill in people a love of liberty, teaching more than a million Venezuelans all over the country to read and write.  Knowledge brings power closer to the people.

Robinson II Program

The aim of this program is to help participants to complete sixth grade of elementary school, ensure the consolidation of knowledge acquired in literacy programs, and offer other training opportunities in a variety of trades.  The Robinson II Program is founded on the “Yo sí puedo seguir” [“I can continue”] method, which uses television, video classes, and support leaflets as an education strategy.

Sucre Program

This is an initiative of the Venezuelan state that aims to strengthen agency synergies and community-based participation in order to ensure access to a university education for all high school graduates unable to secure a berth at university, and so remove their exclusion from higher education.

Vuelvan Caras Program

The purpose of this program is to harness the creative force of the people in the production of goods and services, in order to overcome the exclusion and poverty generated over the last four decades.  It is also designed to ensure a decent quality of life for all Venezuelans through their participation alongside the Revolutionary Government.


Furthermore, as regards the creation of a national inter-agency entity in member states in charge of coordinating measures to prevent and combat the crime of human trafficking and ensure protection and care for victims, Venezuela has appointed the Crime Prevention Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior and Justice, as the central authority on trafficking in persons, as published in Official Gazette No. 38140 of March 4, 2005.


With respect to the recommendation to develop mass information campaigns with the aim of making society aware about prevention and combat of the crime of trafficking in persons, the Ministry of the Interior and Justice created an information and education campaign on prevention of the crime of human trafficking in all of its manifestations, in order to raise awareness and inform the public about the issue.  This program involved the design of the following materials in participation with communities and, in particular, with audiovisual production cooperatives:

· Production and dissemination of four (4) information spots about what human trafficking is, what forms it can take, and where to turn for information or to file complaints (0800CONTIGO / 0212-5061348 for Crime Prevention).  These spots have been broadcast by the main private and state media outlets. 

· Design and production of sixty thousand (60,000) posters containing information about the crime of trafficking in persons.  These posters have been distributed among the main community-based organizations, schools, and hospitals in the country’s principal towns and cities.

· Design and production of fifty thousand (50,000) fliers containing more concise information about the crime of human trafficking and providing contact numbers to obtain information or lodge complaints.  These materials are mainly distributed in airports, communities, and on public transport.

· Design, production, and distribution of eighty-four (84) banners alluding to the crime of human trafficking, centered on the issue of deception. The aim of the banners is to alert passengers on domestic and international flights to the existence of this social ill and provide contact numbers to obtain information and file complaints.  This initiative is coordinated with the National Civil Aviation Institute.

· Design, production, and distribution of thirty thousand (30,000) pamphlets providing detailed information to the public about the crime of human trafficking; its definition; principal forms of recruitment; categories; legal framework; and how to avoid becoming a victim of this crime.


At the same time, thanks to cooperation provided by the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs distributed five thousand (5,000) leaflets to all the communities in the country involved in the National Citizen Security Plan as well as to Venezuela’s embassies and consulates abroad.


As regards the production of training and awareness campaigns on the issue of trafficking in persons, for national authorities, especially migration, consular, health and police authorities, fighting discrimination from a gender-based approach, in 2006 the Ministry of the Interior and Justice has continued to build on the progress made in 2005 through the training workshop on “Basic Elements of Human Trafficking and Illegal Trafficking in Migrants,” which is mainly designed for security agencies and any other public officials involved in providing assistance to groups vulnerable to this type of crime.


While it is true that there is a need for widespread dissemination of information to alert the public, in particular vulnerable groups, it was considered important to take preventive steps through a training campaign on human trafficking.  It is important to mention that initially this campaign targeted government officials, in particular those involved in public security, so that the neighborhood policemen, who are the officials in permanent contact with the community, might be able to identify possible cases of trafficking, thereby enhancing their intervention capacity.


Training was also provided to justice sector operators, public defenders, and rights counselors for children and adolescents, as well as community leaders and other members of the community.  In that context, the training covered the following:

· Definition of trafficking in persons, according to Article 3 of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.

· Elements of human trafficking.

· Situations liable to give rise to domestic and international trafficking in persons.

· Risk factors for trafficking in persons for sexual exploitation.

· Possible forms of recruitment.

· Identification of possible traffickers.

· International and national legal framework in force in Venezuela.

· Categories or mechanisms in which human trafficking manifests itself.

· Case studies and considerations on the issue.

· List of cases of missing children and adolescents in the country examined by the Penal and Criminal Scientific Investigations Corps.


This training program has been implemented in the principal frontier, tourist destination, and more densely populated states in Venezuela, including Caracas, Vargas, Anzoátegui, Táchira, Mérida, Barinas, Lara and, recently, Nueva Esparta, Aragua, Carabobo and Miranda. Under this program, since 2005, training has been provided to a total of 2130 officials with the following agencies: Penal and Criminal Scientific Investigations Corps, National Guard, municipal police forces (Chacao, Baruta, Libertador, Hatillo, Sucre), regional police forces (Miranda, Aragua Carabobo, Nueva Esparta, Anzoátegui), the Andes Region Police Academy, the Metropolitan Police, and the Directorate of Intelligence and Prevention Services (DISIP).


Training in this area has also been provided to the Citizen Security Secretariats of the above-mentioned State governments, the National Student Council, Municipal Ombudsmen for Children and Adolescents, nongovernmental organizations, community leaders, and members of the public.


In addition, the Office of the Ombudsman of Venezuela also has a training program for its staff aimed at providing them with tools to improve assistance and processing for victims of trafficking in persons.


It should be mentioned that the national government is currently engaged in launching a major initiative headed by the Ministry of the Interior and Justice, the aim of which is to draw up a National Plan of Action to Prevent, Repress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, and Provide Comprehensive Assistance to Victims.  The effort has involved two technical meetings organized with the support of UNICEF.  The first of these meetings, held on August 24, 2006, was chaired by the Minister of the Interior and Justice, Jesse Chacón, and attended by 35 different national organizations.  The second meeting, at which 44 organizations were present, was held on October 24, 2006, and saw the unveiling of the prospective Plan of Action, a proposed draft law on trafficking in persons, and a draft protocol for assistance to victims.


In addition, the Ministry of the Interior and Justice, together with the Penal and Criminal Scientific Investigations Corps, the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and regional intelligence agencies have proposed the need to stimulate EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION AND EXPERIENCES AMONG THE COUNTRIES CONSIDERED OF ORIGIN, TRANSIT AND DESTINATION OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING, with a view to designing and implementing effective mechanisms through which to adopt measures AIMED AT THE PREVENTION OF ALL ELEMENTS OF ANY REAL OR POTENTIAL THREATS TO THE SECURITY OF THE NATION. There has been particular interest in the creation of a discussion forum through which regional intelligence agencies can not only exchange the particular experience of each nation in any area of human trafficking, but also pool intellectual and institutional efforts in the regional community in the fight against this crime, which affects us all, irrespective of borders. Accordingly, the Directorate of Intelligence and Prevention Services of Venezuela, in keeping with the mandate that came out of the meeting of High-Ranking Officials of the Intelligence Agencies of South America held in Bogotá, Colombia, in September 2006, proposed the formation of technical working groups on human trafficking, the purpose of which would be to:

To design and encourage cooperation mechanisms for exchange of intelligence so as to provide the States in the region with effective tools to prevent, confront and/or neutralize human trafficking networks.


This activity, termed the WORKING GROUPS ON THE CRIME OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN SOUTH AMERICA, held from October 23 to 24, 2006, in Caracas, Venezuela, brought together delegates from the participating countries divided into three nations per group, which proceeded to discuss an agenda that covered the most sensitive topics associated with trafficking in persons.  The Venezuelan delegation was composed of representatives of the CICPC, the Attorney General’s Office, and the Crime Prevention Directorate of the MIJ, which are the entities responsible for prevention of human trafficking in Venezuela. Each working group also had a moderator who was chosen in advance by the participants, which enabled a flow of communication, opinions, and proposals from the delegates on each topic under discussion.  Conclusions were formally collected from each working group and discussed by a final working group composed of one representative from each group.  That group’s task was to prepare a final document containing guidelines and proposals put forward by each group on each of the human trafficking topics discussed. The final document, which was presented at the closing plenary session, contained proposals for the design and implementation of mechanisms for cooperation among the region’s intelligence agencies on prevention of human trafficking.


The countries taking part included Argentina, Aruba, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Curacao, Spain, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, and Venezuela. The meeting was also attended by high-ranking officials from the Ministry of the Interior and Justice, CICPC, the Attorney General’s Office, the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and the DISIP Legal Department.


The agendas assigned included such topics as:

SITUATION OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN THE REGION.  SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES.

WORKING GROUP PROPOSALS AND CONCLUSIONS: MECHANISMS FOR COOPERATION AMONG INTELLIGENCE SERVICES IN THE REGION ON PREVENTION OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK IN FORCE: CONCORDANCES, CONTRADICTIONS, INTERNATIONAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK AGAINST TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS.  REALITIES AND CHALLENGES.

WORKING GROUP PROPOSALS AND CONCLUSIONS: MECHANISMS FOR COOPERATION AMONG INTELLIGENCE SERVICES IN THE REGION ON PREVENTION OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING.

STRATEGIES FOR IDENTIFICATION AND INFILTRATION OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING NETWORKS.  NATIONAL EXPERIENCES, REGIONAL PROPOSALS.

WORKING GROUP PROPOSALS AND CONCLUSIONS: MECHANISMS FOR COOPERATION AMONG INTELLIGENCE SERVICES IN THE REGION ON PREVENTION OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING.

IDENTIFICATION AND EVALUATION OF RISK FACTORS FOR HUMAN TRAFFICKING.  PROPOSALS FOR THEIR PREVENTION.

WORKING GROUP PROPOSALS AND CONCLUSIONS: MECHANISMS FOR COOPERATION AMONG INTELLIGENCE SERVICES IN THE REGION ON PREVENTION OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING.

IDENTIFICATION OF INTERNATIONAL HUMAN TRAFFICKING ROUTES.  CENTERS OF ORIGIN, BRIDGE COUNTRIES, DESTINATION COUNTRIES.

WORKING GROUP PROPOSALS AND CONCLUSIONS: MECHANISMS FOR COOPERATION AMONG INTELLIGENCE SERVICES IN THE REGION ON PREVENTION OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING.

TOPIC III
PROSECUTION OF THE PERPETRATORS OF THE CRIME OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS

As described in Topic I, Venezuela has a broad body of laws under which to prosecute perpetrators of the crime of trafficking in persons and impose appropriate penalties.


Furthermore, Venezuela’s laws, in particular the Organic Law against Organized Crime, also recognize other offences which in certain circumstances may be associated with the crime of human trafficking.

TOPIC IV
PROTECTION AND ASSISTANCE FOR VICTIMS OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS

The Venezuelan state, through the Ministry of the Interior and Justice, the Office of the Attorney General, Public Defenders Offices, the National Council for the Protection of Children and Adolescents, the Penal and Criminal Scientific Investigations Corps, and the Venezuela office of the International Organization for Migration, have taken steps with a view to providing comprehensive care for victims of human trafficking in order to ensure their rights.


Of the total number of reported cases in 2005 and 2006, assistance was provided to 87 victims of different nationalities, who were accompanied until their return to their countries of origin and provided the necessary amenities to cover their basic needs, including accommodation, psychological and medical care, recreation, processing of the necessary documents for their return, and transfer to the relevant land transport terminal or airport.


As mentioned, the national government is working on the preparation of a National Plan of Action to prevent, combat, and punish trafficking in persons, and provide comprehensive assistance to victims. The plan of action will contain a Comprehensive Victim Assistance Protocol that takes into account the recommendations of the final document of the Margarita Island Meeting.

TOPIC V
EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION AND EXPERIENCES, POLITICAL DIALOGUE AND COOPERATION AMONG COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN, TRANSIT AND DESTINATION OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING, AS WELL AS CREATION OR IMPROVEMENT OF STATISTICAL RECORDS ON THE MATTER


The following should be noted with respect to cooperation among OAS member states:


The Crime Prevention Directorate, through its coordination office in Táchira State, organized, in conjunction with UNICEF and the Táchira State Council for the Rights of Children and Adolescents, a Binational Forum between the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and the Republic of Colombia on “Smuggling, Trafficking, Abuse, and Sexual Exploitation of Boys, Girls and Adolescents” in the city of Capacho, Táchira State, on April 20 and 21, 2006. The event was attended by public and private-sector institutions from both countries to exchange information and experience on human trafficking in their countries, with particular attention to border areas.  It was proposed at the meeting to create a network between the two countries to prevent, combat, and provide assistance to victims of human trafficking.


Furthermore, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) organized on May 8, 2006, in the city of Cúcuta, Northern Santander State, Colombia, a “Bilateral Meeting between Colombia and Venezuela on Coordination of the Fight against Trafficking in Persons”.  This meeting was attended by a variety of institutions from Colombia and Venezuela, which exchanged experiences and information on human trafficking and decided to establish cooperation mechanisms to prevent, combat, and provide comprehensive assistance to victims.


As regards cooperation by international organizations, it is important to mention that Venezuela is currently engaged with the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in the preparation of the aforementioned National Plan of Action on trafficking in persons.


As regards other matters, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has given impetus to the Social Charter of the Americas initiative in the framework of the OAS, in order to have an instrument that ensures respect for the social, economic, and cultural rights of all peoples in the Hemisphere, constituting a new pillar that completes a trio of basic documents that provide the legal foundation for the OAS: the OAS Charter, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and the Social Charter of the Americas.


To that end and pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04) adopted by the OAS General Assembly, a working group was created that is currently occupied with the negotiations for the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, based on a draft presented by the delegation of Venezuela.


The group, which was presided over by Venezuela until February of this year, is currently chaired by El Salvador.  Despite the obstacles presented against the Venezuelan initiative, the negotiations on the draft Social Charter of the Americas have borne fruit, and in June 2006 the General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06), in which it was decided to conclude the negotiations on that document in 2007 and to adopt the Social Charter of the Americas before the end of that year at a special session of the General Assembly that would be held in Caracas.


With respect to statistics, work has commenced in Venezuela on a report on the cases examined by the Penal and Criminal Scientific Investigations Corps (CICPC), in particular by the Division for Protection of Children, Adolescents, Women, and the Family. In our country, one case of human trafficking was reported in 2003; 11 cases with 53 victims in 2005; and six cases with 52 victims in the first half of 2006.  We also have available figures on numbers of persons charged, which show an increase in the number of reported cases since the State first began to take specific steps to bring to light these crimes that ensnared anonymous victims.



Furthermore, conscious that prevention and punishment of the crime of human trafficking requires a joint coordinated effort by different players, strategic partnerships have been formed with nongovernmental organizations, such as the Women’s Association for Well-Being and Mutual Assistance (AMBAR) and the Community-Based Training Centers (CECODAP). In the case of AMBAR, a cooperation agreement was signed to provide comprehensive care to at-risk groups and to boys, girls, and adolescents who are victims of commercial sexual exploitation.
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