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It is my pleasure this morning to address the Secretary General, Mr. José Miguel Insulza, the distinguished members of the Permanent Council, ambassadors, alternate representatives, and other participants; and, in particular, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Ecuador, Mr. Francisco Carrión.


After listening to his presentation, I should like to make the following comments in my capacity as Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs and on behalf of my Government:


The subject brought, on this occasion, by the Government of Ecuador to the attention of the Permanent Council, regarding the Colombian Government’s decision to resume airborne spraying in Colombian territory, in a 10-kilometer-wide strip along the common border, has to do with the inescapable need to eradicate illicit crops in my country as an indispensable component of the fight against the global drug problem, a scourge that wreaks devastation in both the region and the world as a whole.


This is a sovereign decision of the Government of Colombia, and, therefore, an internal affair of Colombia, which this Forum is not competent to discuss.


For Colombia, this is, moreover, a national security issue, since it pertains to our struggle against the global drug problem and the financing of terrorism.


Thus, with actions such as those brought to the Permanent Council’s attention today, which lead to a reduction in the supply of illicit drugs, Colombia is, in addition, complying with the commitments derived from global, regional, and subregional international instruments on the subject.


At the same time, it should be pointed out that, in December 2005, in response to a request from the Government of Ecuador to suspend airborne spraying in a 10-kilometer-wide strip along the common border, the Government of Colombia chose, unilaterally, to suspend spraying operations on a temporary basis on the Colombian side of the border with Ecuador. 


However, the result of the one-year suspension of spraying was a substantial increase in coca crops, over an estimated 13,200 hectares. That being so, in order to defend the interests of the Colombian people and honor international commitments to combat the production of and trafficking in narcotic drugs, the Colombian Government had no option but to resume the spraying it had traditionally carried out on the Colombian side of the border.


It is necessary to stress that Colombia has scientific and technical proof regarding the harmless effects on human health and the environment of the mixture used by the Program to Eradicate Illicit Crops by means of Airborne Spraying with Glyphosate (PECIG), which has been implemented in different parts of the country, including the zone adjacent to the border with Ecuador, and that such spraying is conducted according to strict technical standards, whereby the drops containing the mixture fall vertically, i.e. straight down with no possibility of drifting. In other words, the mixture cannot fall on the other side of the border.

PECIG was designed as a program to be executed solely and exclusively within the national territory, precluding from the outset any possibility of transborder spraying.


The Spraying Program (PECIG) established technical parameters for airborne spraying that have to be strictly applied to each and every sprayed crop, because this procedure ensures over 90 percent effect destruction in the case of coca crops.


Despite absolute certainty that the PECIG poses no threat to human, animal, or environmental health, the National Government has put in place institutional mechanisms for strict monitoring, verification, and oversight of each phase of the Program, in order to guarantee adequate and correct execution.


Eradication from the air is conducted using rigorous, modern techniques that include the use of satellite technology and make it possible to verify where and when spraying took place. In addition, the protocols governing spraying determine the minimum climatic conditions that must pertain for spraying to take place. It cannot be carried out at altitudes exceeding 25 meters, nor when winds exceed 5km/hour, the temperature is above 25º Centigrade, or relative humidity exceeds 80 percent.  Moreover, although it is true that the concentration of liquid is greater than that used for commercial crops, the percentage of the mix hitting each plant is less than that affecting legal crops, because of the very nature of the operation.


The drift, that is to say the distance the wind can carry the mixture away from its target, is minimal and does not exceed 12.3 meters. The physical and chemical properties of glyphosate preclude it being driven by the wind far enough to cross the Colombian/Ecuador border.


The scientific and technical arguments are supported by numerous national and international studies, and, in particular, in the study published by the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) of the OAS. That study entered its second phase in November 2006.


The CICAD/OAS study, entitled “Study of the Effects of the Program to Eradicate Illicit Crops by means of Airborne Spraying with Glyphosate (PECIG) and of the Illicit Crops on Human Health and the Environment,” was conducted by eminent, internationally renowned scientists from Canada, Spain, Brazil, Mexico, and the United Kingdom, under the direction of Professor Keith R. Solomon of the Centre for Toxicology of the Department of Environmental Biology at the University of Guelph, in Canada.


My Government would agree to the establishment by CICAD/OAS of a Verification Committee to ascertain, in connection with the aforementioned study, that in fact there is no drift.


It should also be pointed out that glyphosate is used in legal crops all over the world, including Ecuador, in, for instance, banana and coffee plantations. In Colombia only 15 percent is used to eradicate illicit crops. As is well known in farming and trade circles, today latest generation glyphosate is used for direct sowing, that is to say, as a means of cleaning the soil, without having to plough or scrape.


Today our delegation is distributing to the permanent representatives a copy of the CICAD/OAS “Study of the Effects of the Program to Eradicate Illicit Crops by means of Airborne Spraying with Glyphosate (PECIG) and of the Illicit Crops on Human Health and the Environment,” which has been available to the international community on the CICAD website, along with a number of other public documents on the use of glyphosate in Ecuador.


Madam Chair, the Colombian Government wishes to assert to this body that what truly contaminates is the illicit cultivation of coca leaf, which illegally employs chemical inputs, herbicides, insecticides, and fertilizers that do indeed pose a threat to human health and the environment. Let us remember that three hectares of woodland are destroyed for each hectare sown with coca.

[image: image2.emf]    PERMANENT COUNCIL  


Colombia has made huge efforts to put a stop to such crops, including manual eradication. Last year alone, those operations cost the lives of 41 Colombians killed by the anti-personnel landmines and explosive devices used by terrorist groups bent on preventing eradication. We should not forget, either, that those terrorist groups use the resources derived from drug trafficking to strengthen their capacity for violence.  Despite that, 43,000 hectares were eradicated by hand in 2006 and over the past few years more than 160,000 hectares have been sprayed.

For its part, Colombia has complied with the provisions of the joint communiqué of December 7, 2006, namely temporary suspension of spraying and a stepped-up military presence in the area. As for the agreement on terms of reference, Ecuador applied unilaterally to the United Nations, curiously bypassing the United Nations agency responsible for combating the global drug problem and omitting to point out precisely that what is wanted is a forward-looking study of the effects of glyphosate on human health and the environment.


What Colombia expects of the international community is unstinting support for its efforts to combat the cultivation and trafficking of illicit drugs and for implementation of the now universally accepted principle of shared responsibility.


Finally, it should be noted that historically relations between Colombia and Ecuador have been handled through frank and constructive dialogue, as well through mutual readiness to seek bilateral solutions to any disagreement that might arise.


The Government of Colombia reaffirms its irrevocable willingness to pursue the quest for consensus in this and any other matter that might arise with the sister Republic of Ecuador.


I would like to thank the Permanent Council for listening to these remarks.

�EMBED Word.Picture.8���





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP17424E04�








_1230447823.doc



PERMANENT COUNCIL



